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General information about studying for a Master's degree at Freie
Universität
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Date Time Master Program Location

Apr 8 (Tue) 11:00 – 13:00 h M.A. Sociology – European Societies
Online via Webex

13:00 – 14:00 h M.A. Global East Asia

Apr 9 (Wed) 10:00 – 11:00 h M.A. History and Societies of the Islamic World
Online via Webex

10:00 – 11:00 h M.A. Archaeology of the Acient World

17:00 – 18:00 h M.Sc. Physics Online via Jitsi

Apr 10 (Thu) 10:00 h M.A. Egyptology /
M.A. Digital Studies of Ancient Texts Online via Webex

Apr 11 (Fri) 16:00 – 17:00 h M.Sc. Bioinformatics Online via Webex

Apr 16 (Wed) 10:15 – 11:45 h M.A. Interdisciplinary Studies of the Middle East Online via Webex

Apr 28 (Mon) 11:00 – 13:00 h M.Sc. Data Science Online via Webex



Part 1: Basic Information
on Master‘s programs at Freie Universität Berlin



Studying in Germany
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H
ig

he
r E

du
ca

tu
io

n
In

st
itu

tio
ns

in
 G

er
m

an
y

Universities
(Universitäten)

Universities of Applied 
Sciences

(Fachhochschulen)

Other Types (i.e. Art 
Schools, Catholic 

Colleges)



Public Universities in Berlin
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Freie Universität Berlin

Technische Universität Berlin Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin

Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin
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Departments and Central Institutes
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Earth
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Semesters
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Courses from mid-October to mid-February

Courses from mid-April to mid-July

Winter Semester (October to March)

Summer Semester (April to September)

Holiday
break



Master‘s Programs
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Currently, there are 80 consecutive master's programs, 

21 of which are taught in English.

Furthermore, you can study a Master of Education in 20 

subjects, and 4 continuing master's programs (subject 

to fees and at least 12 months of vocational experience 

required).



Master‘s Programs
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 Costs depending on living situation, family status, lifestyle etc.

 No general study fees

 Semester contribution including public transport) of currently EUR 326.40

 Federal Student Assistance Act – also available for non-German students; maximum rate about 950 

€/month as an orientation (Studierendenwerk)

 Scholarships: www.daad.de / www.stipendiumplus.de / www.mystipendium.de / www.e-fellows.net

 Student credits (Studentische Darlehenskasse, Bildungskredit des Bundesverwaltungsamt, KfW, 

banks …)



Part 2:
From Application to Enrollment



From Application to Enrollment in 6 Steps
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Consecutive master programs

 undergraduate degree in the
same or a similiar field of study

 sometimes specialization, credit
points in specific modules

 usually German skills

 often further language skills
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For the APPLICATION (May 31 or Aug 15), you

need one of these certificates

• C1 CEFR certificate with grades

• TestDaF with at least level 4 in two parts and level 

3 in two parts (f.e. 4/4/3/3)

• language evaluation test, which attests skills at 

level C1 CEFR

• DSH 1

For enrollment (ca. Aug/Sep), you need one of these

certificates

•DSH 2 (test offered by FU Berlin)

•Telc C 1-Hochschule

•C 2-Zertifikat des Goethe-Instituts

•Deutsches Sprachdiplom der Kultusministerkonferenz - Zweite 

Stufe (DSD II)

•Feststellungsprüfung des Studienkollegs (Assessment Exam of

the Studienkolleg)

•TestDaF with at least level 4 in all four parts
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Step 2: Application
Restricted vs. Unrestricted Admission
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Step 2: Application
Application Period & Deadlines

Sebastian Mebes & Katrin Niemann | Zentraleinrichtung Studienberatung und Psychologische Beratung 26

Type of Master Application Period

Consecutive Master‘s program with restricted admission April 15 – May 31

Consecutive Master‘s programs with unrestricted admission April 15 – August 15

Master‘s degree programs in education (becoming a teacher in Germany) April 15 – August 15

Lottery (if applicable) September 1 – September 10

Continuing education master‘s programs
a. School Development in Line with Teaching of Democratic Principles and Social Skills
b. European and International Business, Competition, and Regulatory Law
c. Futures Studies

a. April 15 – August 31
b. December 1 – March 15
c. April 15 – June 30

Admissions between July and September
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For applicants with bachelor‘s degree obtained in Germany or when
applying to continuing education master‘s programs

 apply online through

For applicants with bachelor‘s degree obtained outside of Germany

 apply online via
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In general, you need to submit the following documents:
graduation certificate (i.e. bachelor degree, if you have completed your bachelor’s studies)
• If you do not have completed your degree, you can apply with a transcript of records showing that you have completed two thirds of your studies

official current transcript of records with an overall grade
official translations of all certificates if issued in any language other than German or English
proof of language skills
• proof of English skills if required
• proof of German skills if required
• proof of other language skills if required

if applicable, additional study-related skills and documents

See link below for a full list of required documents. There, your find information on additional documents required by some 
study programs as well as on documents needed for an application for a higher semester or if you submit a hardship 
application.
www.fu-berlin.de/en/studium/bewerbung/master/konsekutive-masterstudiengaenge
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Do I need a visa? 

• Check https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/visa-service/visabestimmungen-node

Where do I apply for a visa?

• Contact the German embassy or consulate in your home country. You can find the addresses of 

the German embassy or consulate here: https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/about-

us/auslandsvertretungen

• Information on how to apply and what documents to submit are available at the website of the 

respective German embassy or consulate. 



From Application to Enrollment in 6 Steps

Sebastian Mebes & Katrin Niemann | Zentraleinrichtung Studienberatung und Psychologische Beratung 32

Check the
admission

requirements

Fill out the
application
form and 
upload

documents

Apply for a 
(prospective) 
student visa

Wait for the
selection

process to be
completed

Take DSH 
test, if

necessary
Enroll

May or
August

July-
Sept.

May or
August

May 
August

Application
Deadline

August-
Sept.



Step 4: Selection Process

Sebastian Mebes & Katrin Niemann | Zentraleinrichtung Studienberatung und Psychologische Beratung 33

Check the
admission

requirements

Fill out the
application
form and 
upload

documents

Apply for a 
(prospective) 
student visa

Wait for the
selection

process to be
completed

Take DSH 
test, if

necessary
Enroll

May or
August

July-
Sept.

May or
August

May 
August

Application
Deadline

August-
Sept.



Step 4: Selection Process

Sebastian Mebes & Katrin Niemann | Zentraleinrichtung Studienberatung und Psychologische Beratung 34

Selection quotas in master‘s programs with
restricted admission:

5 % hardships

Remaining study places:
20 % wait time
80 % university quota*

*calculation depends on the admission statues of each master‘s
program; usually the grade-point-average (GPA) of your bachelor‘s
degree plus additional points for vocational experience, subject-
related specialisations, and/or an interview.

20%

80%

Wartezeit AdH-1 AdH-2
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Central University Advising & Administration:
Student Services Center
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Info-Service Studium

General Academic Advising

Psychological Counseling

Student Mobility Unit

Admissions Office

Student Records and 

Registration Office

Office for Students with
Special Needs


