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 Foreword by the Head Delegates 

 ñIn 1866 Liechtensteinôs last military engagement sent 80 men to war.                           

81 returned, as they had made a friend.ò 

Honorable chair, distinguished delegates, 

We now have the honor to present to you a story of our journey to the United Nations. It 

all began last October, and for some of us the first meeting might have felt a little bit like 

an experiment. Take fourteen students from different academic fields, give them a 

country they have never dealt with before, and throw them in the middle of diplomatic 

negotiations in one of the biggest cites in the world. May we present: The Freie 

Universität Delegation 2018 to the National Model United Nations conference in New 

York.  

With journey, we mean two things. Of course, we mean the very journey, which almost 

felt like a class trip back in school, when we packed our suitcases and boarded a plane 

which would bring us to the place of our hopes and dreams. But first and foremost, we 

mean the journey that we had been on throughout the whole semester, and the journey 

that each of us went on, personally.  

It all started last fall. We all had different motivations to apply for NMUN. Some of us 

had wanted to participate in this project for a long time, others just learned about the 

opportunity on the very last day before the application deadline. Some of us had studied 

international politics and law before, some had not touched that subject in university ever 

before. Some of us had been to the United States many times before, for others, it would 

be the first time to fly to another continent on an airplane.  

This project was a truly unique experience for all of us. Many of us were in our last 

semesters before graduation so it was their last chance to participate in that project. 

Others came from academic areas that do not really touch on the subject of international 

politics, so also for them, this seminar was a rare opportunity to learn about the UN 

cosmos. 

But there were also many aspects that we had in common. None of us knew much about 

Liechtenstein. We had all gone through the application process, had handed in statements 

and answered questions in an interview. And, most importantly, we were all excited to 

learn a ton about the UN and to finally go to New York and act like real diplomats.  
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 As the careful reader will notice while 

enjoying this little documentation, our 

seminars were supposed to provide 

training in many ways. We learned how to 

present ourselves and our inspiring ideas 

in speeches by giving presentations about 

culture and religion in Liechtenstein, or by 

reciting songs by Queen and Pink Floyd. 

These were the sessions that were the most 

active and fun, but of course, we also had 

classes like common seminars, our faculty 

advisors teaching us about the complex 

structure of the UN and everything we 

needed to know about international 

security, Human Rights or the Sustainable 

Development Goals. At times, our project 

also became very practical: From baking 

cake for fundraising events to designing 

and printing visiting cards for the 

conference, many of us could contribute 

the skills connected to their very hobbies, 

in order to make our work successful.  

Through organizing these things, we experienced the highs and lows of every group 

project. At times it was indeed a struggle to find a compromise between so many 

different characters and to share tasks and responsibilities. Nevertheless, we also 

experienced true, inspiring and catching team spirit which was so motivating that it lead 

some of us to spend days and nights working on their position papers. Whatever the 

predominant impression for every single member might have been ï it is sure that we 

would agree that we have grown with this challenge. 

Yes, this journey was not always easy. We had to manage complying with all the 

deadlines and organizing our research in accordance with the regular work we had to do 

for university. We had to organize fundraising and equipment and therefore had to divide 

the work and rely on each other. We had to create Position Papers and prepare for the 

Conference in small groups with people we had to get to know first, some of them 

studying something completely different and being used to very different approaches to 

academic work.  

The true highpoint of the project was certainly the trip to New York. The overwhelming 

lights at Times Square and the pulse of the city that never sleeps made our deepest 

dreams come true. The UN-Study Tour and several briefings gave us a glimpse of the 

daily bread in the life of a diplomat. 
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 Throughout this process, we all learned from each other. We learned patience and how to 

motivate each other; we learned how to combine a precise style of writing with catchy 

phrases, we learned to accept each otherôs quirks and to pull oneself together even though 

we were tired and stressed. We learned about political theory and the international legal 

framework that has been created by the international community. Some of the older ones 

had never been to a Model United Nations conference before, and some of the younger 

ones were far more experienced and could teach the others about what to expect. 

Clara Amelie Nicola and Piotr Paweğ Larysz 

 

 
 



 

6 UN-FORUM 1/2018 

 Sponsors of the FU Berlin Delegation at the National Model United Nations 2018  

 

We thank the following persons, companies and institutions for their financial and/or 
academic support: 

 

Faculty of Law, Freie Universität Berlin 
 

Department of Political and Social Sciences, Freie Universität Berlin 
 
Prof. Dr. Tanja Börzel, Freie Universität Berlin 
 
Department of Philosophy and Humanities, Freie Universität Berlin 
 
Checkpoint Charlie Foundation, Berlin 
 

Embassy of Liechtenstein, Berlin 
 
Permanent Mission of Liechtenstein to the United Nations, New York 
 
European Union Delegation to the United Nations, New York 
 
Mrs. Gesa Heym-Halayqa and Mrs. Sylvia Ndoye, Abt. Außenangelegenheiten 
(PROMOS), Freie Universität Berlin 

 
Ms. Souad Fennouh-Chalhoub, United Nations Department of Public Information,  
New York 
 
Prof. Dr. Hans-Joachim Vergau, Berlin 
 
Mrs. Anja Wallau and Ms. Ellen Harte, Federal Foreign Office 
 
Martin Mauthe-Kaeter, European Union External Action Service New York 

 
United Nations and European Union Documentation Center, Freie Universität Berlin 
 
Marco Matthäi, Lufthansa City Center, Berlin 
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 1. The National Model United Nations Conference 

The National Model United Nations (NMUN) was founded in 1946 as a successor to the 

Model League of Nations which originated in 1923. These programmes are directed at 

students to offer thorough and detailed information on the United Nations system and the 

work and function of international organizations by means of an authentic simulation. 

The popularity of the Model United Nations programme has risen constantly over the 

years. Meanwhile, these programmes are also being offered at high schools ï in the 

United States more than 200,000 high school and college students take part in the simula-

tions annually. The great acceptance of Model United Nations is not limited to the United 

States: today Model United Nations take place in more than 25 countries throughout the 

world including Germany. Freie Universität Berlin organizes, together with different co-

operation partners like the Federal Foreign Office, various Model United Nations confer-

ences throughout the year in Berlin. 

The National Model United Nations today is the largest simulation of the United Nations 

in the world. Each year more than 5,000 students from North America, Latin America, 

Asia, Africa and Europe take part in the conference, which is held for five days at the 

Hilton Hotel or the Sheraton Hotel & Towers, New York, and the United Nations Head-

quarters. The National Model United Nations is sponsored by the National Collegiate 

Conference Association, a non-profit organisation, which works closely with the United 

Nations and was granted consultative status by the Economic and Social Council in 1995. 

The Board of Directors co-ordinates and supervises the simulation. The conference is 

administered by a 55-member Secretariat which is composed of graduate and undergrad-

uate students who are elected annually. Head of the Secretariat is the Secretary-General, 

supported by a Director-General and a Chief of Staff. 

Each participating university represents a United Nations Member State or non-

governmental organization at the conference. According to reality, these Member States 

and non-governmental organizations are represented in different committees and interna-

tional organizations. It is the task of the Delegations to make themselves acquainted with 

the history and policy of their country or non-governmental organization in order to act 

as realistic as possible at the conference. In addition, it is necessary to lay down the 

position concerning the different topics that will be negotiated during the sessions. The 

visit at the Permanent Mission to the United Nations offers the valuable opportunity to 

gather first-hand background information by consulting high-ranking diplomats. 

During the five days of the conference, the Delegates of the various committees strive to 

work out proposals and draft resolutions. At that point it becomes clear that the 

knowledge, which has to be obtained, cannot be limited to the country or non-

governmental organization represented, but has to include information on ófriends and 

foesô as well, in order to get into contact with the proper partners during negotiations. 

The participating students are expected to behave as active diplomats, who have to for-

mulate their positions and try to enforce them, but at the same time have to be open-

minded towards compromises, always taking into consideration the special interests of 
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 the represented nation or non-governmental organization. This marks one of the major 

attractions of the National Model United Nations conference: each Delegate has to partic-

ipate in the negotiations by ensuring that his nationôs/non-governmental organizationôs 

interests are taken into account. By the reaction of the other Delegates, failures are im-

mediately realized, as well as ï most importantly ï success.  

At the end of the conference, voting procedures take place at the United Nations Head-

quarters. Selected resolutions are on the floor of the General Assembly Plenary and the 

Economic and Social Council. The passing resolutions are forwarded to the Secretary-

General of the United Nations, Mr. Ban Ki-moon, as the official result of the National 

Model United Nations.  

Peggy Wittke 

 

 

Our Faculty Advisors Gandhi Vela and Peggy Wittke   
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 2. The FU Berlin NMUN 2018 Delegation 

  

Khaled-Walid Nawabi 
General Assembly, 1st Committee 

 

My age isé 22 

 

 

I was born iné Berlin Spandau, Germany 

 

 

I am studyingé Law, 7th semester 

 

 

I have applied for NMUN 18 

becauseé 

 

I believed working in an interdisciplinary group would be a 

nice experience, besides the whole prospect of having a taste of 

international diplomacy. 

 

I wanted to be in this committee 

becauseé 

I was convinced that it strongly correlates with my field of 

study and this yearôs topics seemed very interesting. 

 

The best thing about NMUN 18 

wasé 

During the final moments before the voting procedure in GA1, 

I noticed a particular clause in one draft resolution which 

would be contradictory to the interests of European countries, 

that was undetected yet, moments before the voting 

commenced I was able to rally the European representatives 

and said draft resolution was not accepted in the end. 

 

The greatest challenge wasé The interactions with the ASEAN-Group with whom we were 

working on a working paper were challenging because they 

were reclusive, while also overseeing a rather big merger at the 

same time. 

 

 

Khaled is what they call one-of-a-kind. A razor sharp mind and memory. Our delegation had an extra 

kick to it because of Khaled. He is a high-flier and is definitely going places! Looking forward 

to a day where I open a newspaper and read of his work. 

 

You are so kind, genuine and nice and a real gentleman in every kind! It has been a pleasure working 

with you and having so much fun in New York. 

 

Khaled is a polite and caring person with a strong self ï confidence. He knows his viewpoints and 

explains them in a straight and convincing manner. These characteristics make him an impressive 

partner in negotiations as well as a reliable and wonderful friend on a thrilling journey through the 

most famous city in the world. 

 

Khaled has an incredible talent of expressing himself in a clear and well-chosen way. He is always 

very polite and attentive which makes him a great person to talk to. His unique humour makes him a 

great company. 
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Eduardo Rafael Rivera Velasco 
General Assembly, 1st Committee 

 

 

 

My age isé Officially I am 21,  

but when I shave people think Iôm 19, 
 and when I donôt, then they think I am 24. So, it really 

depends on how I am feeling that morning. 

 
I was born iné Guayaquil, the second largest city in Ecuador, a beautiful 

country located in South America. 

 
I am studyingé Political Sciences in Bachelor. I am in my third semester at the 

Otto-Suhr-Institute. 

 

I have applied for NMUN 18 

becauseé 

 

I learned about NMUN 2018 from doing an MUN seminar in 
the summer of 2017, whereby at the end Dr. Wittke graciously 

asked us to consider applying. I applied, because I was very 

curious about personally seeing the United Nations up close, 
partly as I thought that the briefings that are organized yearly 

by our university seemed like a great opportunity to get a 

feeling of what it was like to actually work there. 
 

I wanted to be in this committee 

becauseé 

I wanted to be in this committee because security is one my 

favorite fields of political science, and Iôve written quite a bit 

on this area during my time at the OSI. 
 

The best thing about NMUN 18 

wasé 

 

It is honestly hard to choose one particular moment, but one of 

my favorite memories from the whole experience was walking 
through Manhattan with Friederike and Aleksandra (two other 

delegates from our university), when I reminded them that 

neither of them thought they would be able to come and 

pointing out how I relentlessly pushed them to get through the 
application process. 

 

The greatest challenge wasé I found it honestly frustrating how much quite a few people 
during the conference did not seem very interested in 

discussing the topics at hand but were rather focused on getting 

everyoneôs contact information and making as many pointless 
motions or arguments as possible in order to get a good grade. 

 

 

Whether at the United Nations headquarters, at the MoMa or at Brooklyn drag shows, there is no one 

I would have rather spent my time in New York City with. 
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Vinzenz Hämmerle 
General Assembly, 1st Committee 

 

 

My age isé 22  

 

 

I was born iné 

 

Austria 

 

 

I am studyingé Law in my second year 

 

 

I have applied for NMUN 18 

becauseé 

I wanted to do something at my university besides studying 

and going to lectures. It sounded like I could learn a lot about 

something that wasnôt too closely related to my other 

courses. Having a broad vision is always good. 

 

I wanted to be in this committee 

becauseé 

Terrorism and weapons are more present nowadays than they 

have been for a long time, so of course you want to see if you 

can succeed in delivering solutions in this regard. 

 

The best thing about NMUN 18 

wasé 

 

Reading a lot about Liechtenstein and having intense policy 

discussions with everyone. 

The greatest challenge wasé Finishing our Position Paper on time with a lot of last minute 

changes! 

 

 

Vinzenz is a friendly and reliable person who, at the same time, can appreciate a good joke and who 

brings along a good portion of wit and sarcasm.  

 

Vinzenz was the only real representative of Liechtenstein. At least he has already been there and could 

understand the Liechtensteinian dialect! 



 

12 UN-FORUM 1/2018 

 

  

Inès Schroeder 
General Assembly, 2nd Committee 

 

My age isé 23 

 

 

I was born iné Wiesbaden, Germany 

 

 

I am studyingé  Law, 4th semester 

 

 

I have applied for NMUN 18 

becauseé 

I wanted to leave my ñlegal bubbleò and was curious about 

some fresh input from people with different perspectives. I 

also left secondary school being very critical about the UN 

and wanted to give it another chance, experiencing it in the 

most authentic way you can as someone whoôs just standing 

on the sidelines. 

 

I wanted to be in this committee 

becauseé 

Volunteer projects in developing countries after school left 

me, as anyone else, with the question: How can it be so 

difficult to just do something good? I wanted to explore the 

chances and challenges of sustainable development work 

once more and was particularly curious how sustainable 

tourism can have an impact on poverty eradication. 

 

The best thing about NMUN 18 

wasé 

Actually being able to commit to a real project and escaping 

normal exam-routine for a bit. Also, Iôve build lasting ties to 

my fellow delegates as well as interesting heads from all over 

the globe. 

 

The greatest challenge wasé Group dynamics with 18 entirely different and self-confident 

folks can occasionally be a bit challengingé 

 

 

Candid, down-to-earth, resilient: these are the adjectives that come to mind when I think about Ines. A 

truly hardworking woman, who takes her responsibilities seriously and shows commitment to her work 

and to our team. As someone who is reflective and who stands firmly by her convictions, talking to 

Ines is both refreshing ï in her honesty and directness ï and enriching. 

Inés is one of the most hard working persons I know. She is a strong women with style and confidence. 

I have no doubt to see her making her way to the top and truly enjoyed spending time with her. 

Inès is going her own way, and this way has taken her to many interesting places ï luckily, one of 

these places was NMUN 2018. Always on time, always prepared, she brought along the very 

reliabili ty that is needed for this project. An ambitious, intelligent, elegant and lovely person! 
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Friederike Marie Vierck  
General Assembly, 2nd Committee 

 

My age isé 19 

 
 

I was born iné Kiel, Germany 

 

 
I am studyingé Political Science, 3rd semester 

 

 
I have applied for NMUN 18 

becauseé 

I had already participated in Model United Nations before, 

also in very inspiring seminars with Mrs. Wittke at the Freie 

Universität, which encouraged me to participate in NMUN to 
practice my diplomatic skills. Also, I could not imagine a 

better place to participate in Model United Nations than right 

by the United Nations headquarters in New York City. 

 
I wanted to be in this committee 

becauseé 

 

I was generally interested in the topic of sustainable 

development, a common theme in GA2, and personally 

deeply care about the third topic for NMUN 2018, which was 
poverty eradication. 

 

The best thing about NMUN 18 

wasé 

The study tour at the headquarters and the passionate 

briefings by UN diplomats, but also the free time spent in 
New York City with people I care about. 

 

The greatest challenge wasé Finding a voice for Liechtenstein in a large GA committee 
like GA2 while discussing the topic of urbanization, as the 

capital of Liechtenstein, Vaduz, only has about 5500 

inhabitantsé 
 

 

I will always respect Friederikeôs patience and deescalating skills. Learn from that woman. 

 

I canôt imagine thinking of New York City without thinking of her. 
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Piotr Paweğ Larysz 
General Assembly, 3rd Committee 

 

My age isé 21 (03.07.1996) 

 
I was born iné 

 

Region of Silesia in Poland 

 

I am studyingé Economics, 4th semester 

 
I have applied for NMUN 18 

becauseé 

I have dreamed of participating in NMUN, ever since I 

applied for my University. It was one of the main reasons, 

why I chose to study at Freie Universitaet Berlin. The 
uniqueness of the whole project is that it brings together 

students from all faculties and fields of studies. This 

interdisciplinary environment gave me an opportunity to use 
my economic background in order to find reasonable 

solutions for global problems. My life goal is to use my 

knowledge and abilities to help people around the world, as I 

perceive the difficulties of our time as a challenge, rather 
than a threat. The United Nations are therefore the perfect 

platform to discuss those issues and NMUN itself gives every 

participant the opportunity to fully understand the working-
processes of this complex institution. 

I wanted to be in this committee 

becauseé 

I chose Third Committee because of the important issues 

discussed during the conference. I am involved in many 

projects related to ecumenism and faith, which is why I 
perceive religious intolerance and discrimination as a major 

threat to peace. As a scholar of the Cusanuswerk, I feel a 

strong moral obligation to fight for human rights and the 
equal treatment of all peoples. Moreover, as a member of the 

Silesian minority in Poland, I fully understand the 

particularities of cultural discrimination. Thanks to the 
extensive research and fruitful debates during NMUN 18, I 

understood what the international community does to solve 

the problem of the Peoples Right to Self-Determination, 

which is at the very heart of those problems.   
The best thing about NMUN 18 

wasé 

 

The project was one of the most interesting undertakings I 

have participated in so far. The highlight was assuredly the 

UN-Study-Tour. It was a true privilege to meet the people 
working at the UN Headquarters and experience their 

passion.  

It made me realize, that a single human being has the power 

to change the world and that my daily endeavor, however 
small it may appear to be, may have a big impact on our 

world 

The greatest challenge wasé The greatest challenge was to fully understand the role of a 
diplomat. The complexity of defending the position of a 

particular country and upholding even the simplest 

interpersonal relations was an enormous struggle. However, 
thanks to this experience, I had the opportunity to 

acknowledge the struggles of reaching a consensus within the 

international community, especially on controversial issues. 

Moments spent with Pi will never be forgotten. He is a unique, passionate and fabulous person and a 

reliable friend. His optimistic view of the world and courage to attempt to change it make working 

with him a wonderful experience. 
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Yoo Yung Lee 
General Assembly, 3rd Committee 

 

My age isé 20 

 

 

I was born iné 

 

Pohang, South Korea 

 

 

I am studyingé English philology and philosophy as a Bachelor student, 

currently in my 3rd semester 

 

I have applied for NMUN 18 

becauseé 

It is a project that inspires me. I first heard about the MUN 

when I was 16 and had been eager to participate ever since. 

MUN is a cross-disciplinary platform that strives to unite and 

empower young people and encourages them to work together 

on some of the worldôs most pressing and challenging 

problems. The MUN of the Freie Universität Berlin, in 

particular, offers a special course throughout the semester to 

help us gain a deeper knowledge on the UN and on 

international affairs, practice giving speeches and train 

negotiation skills, as well as bring the delegation together to be 

a team. I am grateful and honoured to have been a part of the 

FU NMUN 18! 

 

I wanted to be in this committee 

becauseé 

In view of the racism, religious intolerance, stigmatization of 

minorities, and human rights abuses we witness around the 

world, I was keen on being part of the Third Committee, which 

deals with ñsocial, humanitarian and cultural issuesò, to 

explore the UN policies in place that seek to counter these 

alarming trends and to work on further potential solutions. 

 

The best thing about NMUN 18 

wasé 

Getting a glimpse of the work of UN during the study tour in 

New York. 

 

The greatest challenge wasé The sheer amount of work and long hours that are involved in 

negotiating and drafting the resolutioné and sleep 

deprivation! 

 

There is a unanimous agreement in the delegation that Yoo Yung has amazing researching skills and a 

vast amount of knowledge. 

Always heartfully kind, open minded and respectful. A real gem of this delegation. 

Someone quite diligent and competent in her studies, with whom you can have a great and substantial 

talks while walking through a park. 

Still waters run deep is a saying that was probably written for Yoo Yung explicitly. Even though she 

seems to be very quiet and restrained in the first place, one quickly becomes surprised by her 

knowledge and the wise advice that she gives. Yoo is a very understanding and caring person who is 

always there for you when you need her. 

Just ask Yoo Yung how many languages she speaks and you will get a glimpse of how talented this 

woman is. You will also notice that she is just as humble, and in stressful and chaotic negotiations, as 

well as for relaxed pub nights, it is always a pleasure to have her around you. 
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Jenny Ning 
General Assembly, 5th Committee 

 

 

My age isé 21 

 
 

 

I was born iné Luxembourg 
 

 

 

I am studyingé Political science, 3rd semester 
 

 

I have applied for NMUN 18 

becauseé 

I always wished to be part of a larger group/delegation 
working towards a same goal. I think that team spirit 

gives me the purpose and motivation to strive for more.   

 
I wanted to be in this committee 

becauseé 

This committee didnôt figure in my choices, however, I 

learned throughout my research to appreciate its 

importance. I discovered that although issues dealing with 

the internal UN system may seem dry, it is vital to have 
an effective and accountable UN in order to help the 

world efficiently. 

 
The best thing about NMUN 18 

wasé 

 

Surprisingly not the end result itself. To me, the journey 

was the greatest reward. 

The greatest challenge wasé To stay motivated and engaged despite your first failures 
at the conference. 

 

 

 

Jenny is the most uplifting and engaging personality I know. She never gets tired of socialising and 

will know everyone in the committee before the conference even starts. She is someone you can trust 

and depend on. It has been fun and a pleasure to work with you! 

 

Jenny is an open minded and hard - working student, which made her an indispensable part of our 

group. Always a smile on her face, you instantly feel better after talking to her, even though have just 

went through a whole day of position paper editing! 
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A. ï Theresa Dümchen 
General Assembly, 5th Committee 

 

 

My age isé 19 

 

 

I was born iné Berlin 

 

 

I am studyingé Political Science, 3rd semester 

 

I have applied for NMUN 18 

becauseé 

Iôve done MUNs since my first year of high school. It is 

more than a simple conference for me, it is an event that 

brings politically interested students from all around the 

globe together; itôs always an incredibly inspiring event. 

 

I wanted to be in this committee 

becauseé 

This committee was not on my list of preferences. In 

fact, it was the only committee that I didn't want to be 

in, so when I was assigned to it I was disappointed at 

first. But then it still turned out to be interesting. It was 

challenging and I learned a lot. 

 

The best thing about NMUN 18 

wasé 

The best thing about MUN 18 is the people you meet. 

Writing a resolution, giving speeches are just 

formalities. Iôve met many interesting people from 

around the globe. Exchanging views, discussing politics 

and making friends is why I love MUN. 

 

The greatest challenge wasé 

 

Getting your voice heard can be challenging when you 

have such a low voice as I have. Acoustically as well as 

being dominant. Many students get grades for NMUN 

and are very competitive. You have to adapt to that. 

 

 

If there is anyone who is destined to be a diplomat, that would be Theresa. She has a unique 

compassion for others, the calmness and resilience when facing challenges and the wisdom to 

share her knowledge and experience to change the world for better. 
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Maria Aygün  
The Commission on the Status of Women 

 

 

My age isé 21 

 

 

I was born iné Hamburg, Germany 

 

 

I am studyingé 

 

Law, 2nd year 

 

 

I have applied for NMUN 18 

becauseé 

 

é of multiple reasons. A bit of a variety to all my law 

classes. Having a class with students from different 

faculties and backgrounds. Challenging myself to not only 

speak colloquial English, but to also adopt diplomatic 

English in my vocabulary and last but not least, having an 

insight of the diplomatic work and studying a country so 

well, that I can represent its interests in front of other 

delegates. 

 

I wanted to be in this committee 

becauseé 

 

In my view, people in my and other fields surrounding 

governance seem more focused on issues that tend to focus 

more on how to prevent human suffering or on security, but 

often simultaneously inflict harm upon other innocent 

people, while I was interested in doing something that 

could manifestly improve human lives, such as through the 

empowerment of women, that does not harm any human. 

 

The best thing about NMUN 18 

wasé 

 

Having an impact as Liechtenstein. Other delegations 

honoring our work by mentioning us in their speeches. 

Getting our draft resolution accepted by acclamation. 

 

The greatest challenge wasé It was sometimes quite difficult to do several things 

simultaneously. Listening to speeches, writing an own 

speech without using electronic devices, sending messages 

to other delegations and so on. 

 

 

Maybe it was her unique singing voice in the mornings, maybe it was her unhealthy diet, maybe it was 

her lack of boundaries -there was just something about Maria that instantly won me over; Waking up 

to Marias singing is an experience I donôt think Iôll ever get to have again. 
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Aleksandra Petkoviĺ 
The Commission on the Status of Women 

 

My age is... 

 

21 

 
 

I was born iné Germany 

 

 
I am studyingé Political Science, 3rd semester 

 

 
I have applied for NMUN 18 

becauseé 

a) of my great experience with the previous MUN/R2P 

seminar which raised my interest in foreign diplomacy 

b) the appealing thought of excessively eating unhealthy food 
and  

c) the chance to participate in the NY/UN version of the 

Hunger Games. 

 
I wanted to be in this committee 

becauseé 

.. it tackles the most pressing issues of our time with respect to 

gender equality and women's advancement, issues which have 

been traditionally underestimated. 
 

The best thing about NMUN 18 

wasé 

é getting to share this experience with my fellow delegates, 

understanding that you can actually get work done with good 

proposals and, obviously, the food. 
 

The greatest challenge wasé multitasking (writing speeches, negotiating, drafting 

resolutions) under sleep deprivation and dealing with my 
roommates in a peaceful manner. 

 

 

Falling asleep in the hotel room to the sound of Aleks typing speeches about women's empowerment 

on her laptop was truly inspiring. 
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Lea Eichhorn 
The Commission on the Status of Women 

 

My age isé 

 

24 

 

 

I was born iné Germany 

 

 

I am studyingé Political Science, Masterôs Degree 

 

I have applied for NMUN 18 

becauseé 

Iôm fascinated by the field of International Relations: How is 

state behavior coordinated in a sphere where thereôs no natural 

authority? The United Nations shape the international system in 

a unique way. Seeing how they work is such a treat for a student 

of political science. 

 

I wanted to be in this 

committee becauseé 

éeven though there is an international consensus about the 

equality of sexes, there still is a lack of de facto equality. 

Women still suffer more from violent conflicts, they are often 

dependent on male figures and are prevented from full and equal 

political participation. CSW tackles all these challenges and I 

wanted to understand why there is such a big difference between 

written consensus and actual progress. 

 

The best thing about NMUN 

18 wasé 

The briefing by the EU Delegation to the United Nations. I 

learned a lot about political dynamics in EU negotiations and 

why some consensuses are so difficult to reach. 

 

The greatest challenge wasé The most stressful time was when the Position Paper deadline 

approached. Every word had to be so carefully chosen. It was 

difficult to always use the right nuances of language to express 

exactly what Liechtenstein would have said. 

 

 

Lea has brought a lot of knowledge and commitment with her. As a student of political sciences, she 

already was an expert in international politics before we started our seminars, and as a future top 

journalist, writing and editing position papers was an easy task for her. Always honest, polite, and 

focused on the goal, she made our discussions richer and our work more productive! 

 

Lea is extremely competent and passionate, especially about her topic: women's rights. We as a group 

could always rely on her professionalism and punctuality.  Through her unique way of giving speeches 

she was able to capture each and everyone of us. Lea was a real enrichment for the whole group. 
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Annika Blümel 
UN Environment Assembly 

 

My age isé 

 

22 

 

 

I was born iné  Berlin, Germany 

 

 

I am studyingé Law, 4th year 

 

I have applied for NMUN 18 

becauseé 

During my third year in Law School, I spend a year abroad in 

London, United Kingdom, where I studied International Law 

and Human Rights. There, I first participated at a tiny Model 

United Nations Security Council Session as part of my 

United Nations Module coursework with fellow students. It 

was super interesting and so much fun to really dive into a 

countryôs position, especially after learning so much already 

of the UNôs work. Once back in Berlin, I had a voluntary 

two-month internship at the Federal Foreign Affair Office, 

where I made in-depth contact with real world diplomats and 

which really furthered my interest in international relations. 

When university classes started again, I coincidently saw the 

announcement for NMUN 2018 online and applied right 

away. It was the best decision I could have made! 

 

I wanted to be in this committee 

becauseé 

UNEA was not my first choice, however I am super happy 

that I got to have the chance to be in this special Committee. 

Climate Change is really an universal topic that concerns us 

all. Being a student and being able to write resolutions at 

NMUN, you really get the feeling to actually have impact on 

the future.  

 

The best thing about NMUN 18 

wasé 

Apart from having the honor to participate at NMUN as a 

delegate, I really enjoyed the Study Tour with briefings by 

UN diplomats at UN Headquarters. Also, sitting in the 

General Assembly is something I will never forget. 

 

The greatest challenge wasé Merging with other working papers and negotiating with 

fellow students, who were not really open to one otherôs 

opinions, was sometimes a little bit frustrating and 

exhausting. 

 

A very independent person and charming companion with an aptitude for very witty comments, while 

also having a good team spirit. Best NYC Tourguide. 

Whenever the discussion gets out of hand, Annika is able to bring us all back to the common thread. 

She never loses track which makes her, next to a wonderful person to work with, the perfect tour guide 

for a city as big as New York City. Spending time with her is a lot of fun ï and you can be sure that 

you will always discover new things. 

A woman with style. Not only regarding her polite behavior towards others, her eloquent way of 

talking or her elegant way to dress. Annika always truly remains herself and contributed more to this 

group and this journey than we might know. Indispensable as a friend, indispensable for future efforts 

to save the world. 
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John Gubernath 
UN Environment Assembly 

  

My age isé 

 

21  

I was born iné Berlin 

 

I am studyingé 

 

Psychology, 5th semester 

I have applied for NMUN 18 

becauseé 

 

NMUN seemed like a good opportunity for me to work 

together with students from a variety of fields, learn about 

their perspectives and how they approach certain tasks. 
Furthermore, I saw it as a great way to extend my interest in 

world politics and meet international students. 

 
I wanted to be in this committee 

becauseé 

I saw a chance to put a focus on the social/psychological 

elements in my committeeôs topics. 

 
The best thing about NMUN 18 

wasé 

 

élistening to the inspiring speakers at the UN Study Tour. 

And of course working together with my incredibly 

competent committee partner. 

 
The greatest challenge wasé 

 

éthe first two days at the conference. Establishing contacts 

with so many delegates while, as a first-timer, having to 

figure out the processes was pretty exhausting, but also a lot 
of fun at the same time. 

 

 

John is a very interesting and interested person, which is why conversations with him are never 

shallow or boring. He is dedicated and open minded. We are happy to have got to know you and 

worked with you during NMUN! 
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Clara Amelie Nicola 
The Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 

 

 

My age isé 23 

 

 

I was born iné Dortmund, Germany 

 

 

I am studyingé  Law, 7th semester 

 

I have applied for NMUN 18 

becauseé 

I have applied for MUN because this is my last semester of 

attending lectures at university, so I see this as a last 

opportunity to participate in such a unique university project. 

In my year abroad I had many classes focusing on 

international law and institutions like the UN, so I wanted to 

find out what it is actually like to be a part of this field of 

work. 

 

I wanted to be in this committee 

becauseé 

I am interested in the area of international security and the 

issue of disarmament is a very current and urgent one. It is 

one of the most sensitive topic so it is even more thrilling to 

participate in negotiations dealing with the eradication of 

chemical weapons.  

 

The best thing about NMUN 18 

wasé 

The people I got to know, the knowledge I gained, the 

impressive places we visited. 

 

The greatest challenge wasé Putting all your ideas into action after a whole semester of 

thorough preparation in only a few days; long hours of 

negotiations with difficult partners. 

 

 

Not only was she an excellent head delegate but also hilarious and humble. Our PPs probably would 

have looked very different if not for Claraôs passionate moderation during those peer review sessions. 

A quirky, intelligent and wonderful human being! 

 

You have been the heart, soul and mind of our NMUN delegation. Without you, many things would not 

have worked out the way they perfectly did in the end.  

 

Someone who is greatly cherished by the delegation due to her possessing a great team spirit 

combined with a strong sense of responsibility and topped with a radiating personality. 

 

Clara took her position of a head delegate very seriously. She made an effort during this whole 

preparation time to include everyone by organizing group activities outside our weekly preparation 

classes. She always listened to our concerns and found a solution to every problem that came up. I 

was very happy to work together with Clara since she is a person who is eager to work for the things 

she truly cares for. You know that you can always rely on her ï be it as a colleague or as a friend. 
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Isabel Fauth 
The Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 

 

My age isé 25 

 
I was born iné Kassel, Germany 

 

I am studyingé 

 

Law in my 7th semester.  

 
I have applied for NMUN 18  

becauseé 

 

I did not only want to read about diplomacy anymore but live 

it! I have read a lot about international organisations and 

especially the UN during classes but always asked myself 
how exactly all this theory works in practice. Then I learned 

that FU Berlin is offering a simulation called NMUN, where 

students prepare one semester studying the UN and the 
country they are going to represent. NMUN provides the 

unique opportunity to actually go to the UN headquarters and 

to shape global politics as part of a delegation. 

 
I wanted to be in this committee 

becauseé 

Focusing on Public International Law during my studies, my 

main point of interest became International Humanitarian 

Law. One of its principles is to prevent unnecessary 
suffering. The use of Chemical Weapons causes such 

suffering ï consequently, they are prohibited under 

International Law. Unfortunately, those weapons are still 

used, not only during armed conflicts. I was interested in the 
role of Liechtenstein in the OPCW, since the state was rather 

spared by armed conflicts in the past. 

 
The best thing about NMUN 18 

wasé 

 

The amazing experience of actually being a diplomat. The 

chance to work together with so many different personalities 

from all over the world who all try to represent their country 
as good as possible. And of course: The chance to go to the 

United Nations Headquarters to see the General Assembly, 

the Security Council, ECOSOC etc. 

 
The greatest challenge wasé 

 

Reaching a compromise with so many other states was a 

huge challenge also considering the limited time we had to 

draft resolutions. Finally, we could understand why often no 
compromise can be found ï sometimes it is only one tiny 

word that can make a difference and decide over the success 

or failure of a resolution. 

 

She is an ideal teammate because a) it is fun to be around her and b) you also get your work done 

excellently. A very rare combination to find in a team! 

Hard working and focused on the points necessary, it is so nice and easy to work, spend time and 

laugh with you! 

Someone who radiates confidence is highly competent and has a very cool demeanour, coupled with a 

very caring nature. 

Isabel is a very hard working and motivated student, which makes her one of the most reliable persons 

I know. She has ambitious goals and the day she will start taking care of international humanitarian 

law will be a lucky one for this planet.  
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Mahima Rai 
The Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 

 

My age isé 25 

 

I was born iné Darjeeling, India 

 

I am studyingé Educational Sciences and Psychology 

 

I have applied for NMUN 18 

becauseé 

The last two letters of the acronym ñNMUNò is definitely 

eye-catchy. I applied because I wanted a crash course in 

diplomacy and learn how the UN works behind-the-scenes. 

Also, there is New York City :) 

 

I wanted to be in this committee 

becauseé 

As a student of Educational Sciences and Psychology, one 

does not get confronted with issues regarding chemical 

weapons on a daily basis. I wanted to learn about something 

novel and Weapons of Mass Destruction is a topic of great 

interest for me. Hence, OPCW. 

 

The best thing about NMUN 18 

wasé 

Apart from the fact that you cross the atlantic to visit the city 

that never sleeps and that it is genuinely a great learning 

experience. I feel NMUN helped me to understand the 

international community a bit better. There is still a lot to learn 

but this platform is a good start if one wants to be a global 

citizen. 

 

The greatest 

challenge wasé 

NMUN is a tough course if one takes it parallelly with other 

classes. It kept me on tippy toes. There was always something 

more to research about! I would wake up to the latest news 

and fall asleep listening to the radio at night. I became a little 

watchdog of OPCW and Rule Of Law during NMUN :) During 

this time, I learned a lot about world history, current events, 

international law and critical thinking. All of this was fantastic 

but also exhausting. Learning how to manage my time was the 

biggest challenge for me. 

 

A fierce person in many ways. Highly respected by her peers due to her wisdom, unwavering beliefs 

and honesty. There is something about her, which makes one lose his guard around her. 

 

Mahima is the best thing that could have happened to our committee. The horrifying prospect of 

working together with even two law students did not scare her away, to the contrary: Curious, warm 

hearted, hard - working and intelligent as she is, she contributed a lot to a productive working 

environment by asking the right questions at the right time, treating serious topics with due respect but 

also always being up for laughing about the silliest jokes. You have truly been the heart and soul of 

our delegation, and we would have missed your honesty and your empathy.  

 

Mahima is the heart and soul of our delegation. With her strong sensitivity she is able to make 

everyone feel at ease and more relaxed whenever she is around. Her striving for harmony among the 

whole delegation made her an indispensable component of our group. She has the unique ability to be 

incredibly happy for other people as she empathizes with every human being around her. I am very 

glad that we had her at our side during the NMUN conference! 
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 3. The Principality of Liechtenstein ï An Introduction  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our logo 

 

3.1 History 

Liechtenstein - 584 years of unchanged borders 

It is remarkable about the Principality of Liechtenstein: Today it holds the same borders 

that were established in 1434 when the County of Vaduz and the Lordship of 

Schellenberg were united.  

The first settlements on the territory of todayôs Liechtenstein can be traced back until 500 

BC. In Roman Age, this part of the region belonged to the Roman province Raetia, which 

was established in 15 BC. The Western Roman Empire collapsed in the 5th century. 

Liechtenstein later on became a part of the Frankish Empire. In the following years, due 

to an increasing number of Alemanni conquering the territory, the dominating language 

in the region changed from Romansch to German.  

In the early modern era, the country got heavily afflicted by the Thirty Years War (1618 

ï 1648) even though neither the reigns of the County of Vaduz nor the Lordship of 

Schellenberg were involved in the war. During this time, the population suffered heavily 

from the plague and several witch-hunts.  

Formation of todayôs Liechtenstein 

1712 marks the date of the formation of todayôs Principality of Liechtenstein, when 

Vaduz and Schellenberg were sold to the Prince of Liechtenstein, who originally has 



 

27 UN-FORUM 1/2018 

 been located in Austria. This is the beginning of a close relationship to Liechtensteinôs 

direct neighbour to the East.  

The small state of Liechtenstein, located in between of two influential European players, 

Switzerland and Austria, was heavily influenced by the political turmoils and changes of 

the long 19th century. It was under French reign when it entered Napoleonôs 

Confederation of the Rhine and later on joined the German Confederation. This led to the 

formation of Liechtensteinôs first constitution in 1818, which was merely a hollow 

substitute to the monarchyôs absolutism. In the course of the March Revolution and the 

following years, Liechtenstein promulgated a new constitution and established a dualistic 

system in the legislative field but let the Prince remain the sole owner of state power. 

From then on, elections of the diet were held every six years. The diet was given 

participation rights concerning legislation and fiscal measures. 

When the German Confederation ended in 1868, Liechtenstein declared its permanent 

neutrality. Even though Liechtenstein remained from taking any sides during World War 

I, it had negative impacts on the countryôs wealth. Many Liechtensteiner depended on 

employment in the neighbouring states, the war caused poverty and unemployment. 

Finally, World War I ended and all over Europe, political parties appeared, and people 

claimed their right to vote. Liechtensteinôs men were given their suffrage in 1918.  

 

World War II  

Throughout its history, due to its size, Liechtenstein constantly had to struggle for its 

sovereignty. So when the League of Nations was formed, it sought to become an equal 

member, being recognized as a state on the international stage. Its request was declined. 

Due to its size, Liechtenstein had assigned some of its state tasks to Austria, such as 

diplomatic representation in several countries and services in the postal sector. 
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 The struggle for international recognition continued during World War II. Liechtenstein 

again stayed neutral and didnôt participate in any acts of war, but feared German 

annexation, especially after the ĂAnschlussñ of its neighbouring state Austria. Nazi-

ideology didnôt stop at borders. Even in Liechtenstein, several sympathizers attempted a 

state coup in 1939 but didnôt succeed. The war caused, again, poverty and 

unemployment. This led to the rationing of food and an increase in agricultural 

productions. The European economic situation changed dramatically, and Liechtenstein 

was able to develop new industries and change from a foremost agricultural to a services-

based industry. Before the Second World War, it had joined a currency treaty with 

Switzerland, that had influenced its economic circumstances positively. After the End of 

World War II, it prospered furthermore and gained a high reputation on the international 

stage.  

Liechtenstein in recent history 

In 1950, it became a member of the International Court of Justice in The Hague, one of 

many active memberships in the international community of states. In 1975, it joined the 

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and later on became a 

member of the Council of Europe, even though it never joined todayôs European Union. 

Liechtenstein actively engaged in international human rights debates and strongly 

promoted international jurisdiction, becoming a member of the United Nations in 1990. 

In the 1990ies, the country itself had to struggle with immense international criticism of 

the regulation and supervision of its financial services. Since then, it has passed several 

laws, establishing a strict zero-tolerance policy against financial crimes. In 2009, the 

OECD removed Liechtenstein from its ñgrey listò and recognizes its new jurisdiction, 

such as international cooperation standards regarding tax matters. 

 

3.2 Society and Culture 

Liechtensteinôs culture was very much influenced by Austrian and Swiss traditions, 

however, it has also developed some amiable particularities.  

First of all it must be said that religion plays a strong role in Liechtensteinôs society. 

Most people are Roman Catholic and Christian holidays are celebrated, yet some pagan 

culture survived e.g. the Funkensonntag (Bonfire Sunday) celebration, in which a straw 

puppet resembling a witch is burned to dispel evil spirits. Food, clothing and music are 

very similar to the surrounding alpine nations. In the past years, the capital Vaduz has 

become a center of art and culture, sporting some impressive buildings of modern 

architecture and several museums with old treasures. The people of Liechtenstein are a 

proud small nation and they cherish their royal family that also is a patron of art and 

culture in the country. Folklore says that once a man found a stone shining light in his 

field. As he wanted to donate this stone to his King, the King gave him the title of a 

ñF¿rstò (count) and called him Liechtenstein. He later on founded the Principality of 

Liechtenstein. Thus, the country is named until today the Principality of Liechtenstein. 

The people of Liechtenstein speak a German dialect that loosely resembles Swiss 
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 German. It is common to speak to each other colloquially and seldom use formal address, 

with the Fürst as the only exception to this rule.  

Two of the most popular tourist attractions derive from the domestic farm work and the 

heritage of farming in Liechtenstein, which used to be the main source of employment. 

The donkey festival is wildly popular as well as the cattle drives in which pigs and other 

animals are presented in the cities. We, the Delegation of Liechtenstein at the National 

Model United Nations Conference of 2018 also adopted the donkey as our mascot and 

took a stuffed animal to New York to honor this tradition.  

 

 

 

3.3 Political System 

The Principality of Liechtenstein is a constitutional monarchy with a unitary parliament, 

based on a constitution from 1921, in its novel version from 2003. 

Monarchy and the Prince 

The Prince Hans-Adam II. and the Acting Prince Alois, who oversees all the daily duties 

of the Prince, play a significant role in the political system of Liechtenstein. The Prince 

is, same as in other monarchies in Europe the formal Head of State. But unlike other 

European monarchies, his power is not limited to a ï mostly ï representative role, even 
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 though the people of Liechtenstein identify themselves very much with the Prince and 

the Princely House. 

The Prince has competencies in and influence on the legislative and executive branch. 

Starting with the most far reaching competence, he has the power to veto any law to 

ñprotect overbearing interests of the stateò. The effect is that heôs involved in the 

legislative process early on and has a de-facto saying in how a specific law should look 

like, in order for him not to veto it. This influence is not used on a day to day basis, 

though. Furthermore, the parliament and government can be dissolved by the Prince. He 

does not have the right per se to bring initiatives into the parliament, except for initiatives 

to amend the constitution. In reality, the government would do that on his behalf. 

The Prince has legal and political immunity. Political immunity comes from the fact that 

the head of government has to co-sign every piece of legislation the Prince puts out and 

takes responsibility for what happens because of those legislative acts. 

Since the constitutional reform in 2003, people can, through a popular vote, pass a 

censure motion against the Prince on to the members of the Princely House who can then 

decide internally if they want to impeach him. 

Government 

The government is also in Liechtenstein the highest executive organ. The head of 

government is elected by the parliament and appointed by the Prince. He swears an oath 

to the Prince and the other four members of the cabinet swear on to the head of 

government, so there is a difference in power between them. The governments 

competencies are the same as in most other countries. They include administration, 

proposing laws to the parliament and executing them. The head of government can also 

be assigned tasks by the Prince. Current members include Adrian Hasler (Head of 

Government) and Aurelia Frick (Foreign Affairs, Judicial). 

Parliament 

The parliament is elected by the people of Liechtenstein in order to represent them. It 

consists of 25 members, whose tasks include the initiation and adoption of laws, and 

nominating and overseeing the government. The members are voted for in a majority 

election and the body has an electoral threshold of an unusually high 8% of the total vote. 

Despite this threshold, there are now four parties in the parliament:  

- 9 delegates for the Fortschrittliche B¿rgerpartei in Liechtenstein (FBP), 

Christian conservative, in a coalition with the (VU) 

- 8 delegates for the Vaterländische Union (VU), slightly more centered than 

FBP 

- 5 delegates for Die Unabhängigen (du), Right-wing populists 

- 3 delegates for the Freie Liste (FL), in the tradition of European green parties 
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 Direct Democracy 

Liechtenstein has strong direct-democratic elements in their constitution. People can call 

the parliament to issue a referendum on a law or constitutional amendment. Through a 

referendum, people can dissolve the parliament and since 2003 pass a censure motion 

against the Prince. 

 

3.4 Economy 

The Principality of Liechtenstein is a wealthy nation state that lies at the heart of Europe 

and boasts a strong specialized economy. Nestled between Switzerland and Austria, this 

beautiful nation has managed to achieve a gross domestic product (GDP) of over 5 

billion Euro, despite a population of just under 40.000. Despite a slow population growth 

rate of 0.7%, the citizens of Liechtenstein live prosperous long lives, as the life 

expectancy of the country is around 82 years old. Possessing a booming labor market, the 

unemployment rate in Liechtenstein is around 2,1%, meaning less than 500 people in the 

country are without work. Due to its location and versatility, Liechtenstein has attracted a 

considerable number of foreign workers, with Liechtensteiners only representing around 

31% of the employed population. Similarly, over half of the workers in the country 

commute to it, mostly from the neighboring Switzerland and Austria. 

Over the course of the twentieth century Liechtenstein transformed from an agricultural 

based economy towards one specialized in industrial production. This can be seen in how 

agriculture represents less than 10% of the economy, while goods production is over 
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 40%. Around a fifth of the country is used for agricultural purposes and an important 

actor here is the dairy industry, particularly the production of milk. Meanwhile, the goods 

sector employs a large swath of the population at slightly under 40% and focuses on 

highly specialized goods such as for mechanical engineering and electrical machinery. 

Due to a small domestic market, goods production is heavily export-oriented. 

Interestingly, the nationôs renowned financial sector only covers around 25% of the 

economy, while other services round out at slightly under 30% of the gross value added 

to the economy. Liechtenstein is in a unique position in comparison to its neighbors, in 

how large the non-service part of the economy is as well as the high density of 

companies inside the state, particularly medium size ones. 

The finance and banking sector employs ¼ of the workforce of and contributes 30% to 

the GDP. Prince Franz Josef II introduced legislature regarding low tax rates and 

corporate law in the 1930s, paving the way for Liechtenstein to become one of the 

world's most attractive financial locations. The country has been considered a tax haven 

for a long period of time and received a credit rating of AAA by rating agency Standard 

& Poor's in 2017. Trusts, foundations and banks are most relevant to its financial sector. 

Trusts used to be exempt from taxation and could be set up anonymously, which also 

applied to foreign beneficiaries. In 2015, the number of high-profit trust companies was 

as high as 378. In regard to foundations, especially private foundations are of 

significance. There are about 100.000 private foundations in Liechtenstein and among 

them, a large number of family foundations. They are set up by founders, mainly used for 

wealth management and benefit family members (beneficiaries). Family foundations 

could easily be set up and shut down. Such foundations used to attract national and 

foreign investors because of their low tax rates. Additionally, banks further promote the 

country's prominent image as a financial save haven. Liechtenstein's largest bank, the 

LGT Group is fully owned by the Prince of Liechtenstein Foundation. Banks highly 

profited from the long lasting bank secrecy, until its recent elimination. This led to a lack 

of transparency and fostered money laundering practices, ultimately resulting in 

Liechtenstein's appearance on the OECD's greylist until 2009. After the infamous tax 

affair of 2008 in which a former employee of the LGT Group disclosed client 

information to the German Federal Intelligence Service, authorities discovered numerous 

cases of tax evasion, illegal bank malpractice and money laundering. Since then, 

Liechtenstein has signed a declaration in 2009 with commitments to global OECD 

standards of transparency and informational exchange as well as several bilateral Tax 

Information Exchange Agreements. It further pursues a zero-tolerance policy and has 

laws in place combating money laundering and the financing of terrorism. 

Foreign trade is of major importance to Liechtensteinôs economy and participance in 

international agreements offers the country access to vital world markets. Most 

importantly, Liechtenstein has been a member of the European Economic Area (EEA) 

since 1995 and its companies benefit from this membership through the free movement 

of people, goods, services and capital within the European Single Market. Furthermore, 
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 since 1991 Liechtenstein has been a member of the European Free Trade Association 

(EFTA), a regional trade organization and free trade area consisting of Liechtenstein, 

Iceland, Norway and Switzerland. In 2011, Liechtenstein also joined the Schengen area, 

which allows Liechtensteiners passport-free travel across 26 European countries. 

Liechtenstein maintains a very close relationship with its neighboring state Switzerland. 

The two countries share the Swiss franc as a currency, as well as a common custom area, 

which has been deemed the foundation for Liechtensteinôs economic boom. The Customs 

Treaty enables the free movement of goods as well as completely open borders between 

the neighbors. In addition, this means that bilateral free trade agreements between 

Switzerland and other countries also apply to Liechtenstein. However, Liechtenstein may 

also itself become part of an international agreement or a member of an international 

organization independently of Switzerland. Lastly, the treaty lays the foundation for 

further cooperation between the two countries in areas such as social welfare, 

professional training, tax questions, and police cooperation. 

Due to Liechtensteinôs uniquely small size, the export and import of goods is key to its 

economy. The country actually exports far more goods than it imports, seeing as in 2015 

Liechtenstein exported $3.2 billion in goods and services, while it imported only $2 

billion (excluding trade with Switzerland). The countriesô closest trading partner next to 

Switzerland is the European Union. While it imports a large variety of products from all 

over the world, Liechtenstein exports incredibly specialized products such as machinery 

and electronics, as well as dental and optical products. 

Over the last decades, Liechtensteinôs economy has continued to grow more specialized 

as well as more globalized, making the small country a unique and therefore crucial part 

of the world trading system. 

3.5 Foreign Policy 

3.5.1 International Relations 

As a small country within Europe, Liechtenstein maintains a close relationship with its 

neighbors Austria and Switzerland. 

Liechtenstein and Austria entertain historically friendly relations. Both were part of a 

customs union back in 1852, but Liechtenstein ended this union after WWI. 

Nevertheless, the countries share more than 40 treaties and bilateral agreements in 

various fields. Austria remains a major partner in the fields of trade, industry and finance. 

Moreover, around 8.000 workers from Austria travel to Liechtenstein to work on a daily 

basis. Additionally, Austria supports Liechtensteinôs decisions within the European 

Economic Area (EEA) and the Schengen area. 

Since 1919, Switzerland became Liechtensteinôs closest ally by safeguarding 

Liechtensteinôs interests abroad. The two countries signed several treaties, the most 

important being the Customs Treaty in 1920, which ensures that all Swiss customs laws 

as well as all Swiss trade and customs treaties with third states apply to Liechtenstein. 
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 The Currency Treaty in 1980 led to Liechtensteinôs adoption of the Swiss franc. The two 

countries share the same interests and values in many areas and cooperate closely in 

international organizations such as the United Nations (UN) or the International Criminal 

Court. At the end of 2016, 3.600 Swiss citizens were living in Liechtenstein, representing 

10% of the population. 

Germany is Liechtensteinôs largest trading and economic partner with Liechtensteinôs 

imports from Germany reaching 36% of its total imports. Both countries share a common 

culture, language and history. Co-operation is particularly close at the UN and other 

international organizations. 

Finally, the USA is Liechtensteinôs second largest trading partner after Germany. 

Liechtenstein and the US entertain a strong partnership in fighting against terrorist 

financing, money laundering, white-collar crimes, tax fraud and evasion.  

 

 

3.5.2 European Union 

Liechtenstein is not a member of the European Union. However, the Principality is 

involved in the economy of the EU and maintains important relations with several 

European countries. 

Since 1991, Liechtenstein is a member of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA), 

which was set up in 1960. Within EFTA, Liechtenstein, Switzerland (with whom 

Liechtenstein also shares a customs union), Island and Norway promote free trade and 
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 economic integration. In contrast to the EU, the EFTA is not a customs union: This 

enables the individual Member States to set their own customs tariffs. The EFTA states 

use this association to negotiate free trade agreements with third countries outside the 

EU. This is one of the central elements of Liechtensteinôs foreign policy: access to 

foreign markets free of discrimination. 

In 1992, Liechtenstein signed an agreement in order to join the European Economic Area 

(EEA). The purpose of this agreement was to open the EU internal market to EFTA 

states with all rights and obligations. The advantage of being in the EEA includes the 

dialogue with EU representatives, discussing important matters of foreign policy and the 

possibility of associating with EU statements. Liechtenstein uses these advantages and 

often follows the statements of the EU regarding foreign policy goals. The secure and 

non-discriminatory access to the EU internal market is of fundamental importance to the 

Principality. While contributing 0, 77% to the EEA budget, Liechtenstein focuses on the 

decrease of economic and social inequalities within the poorer Member States of the EU. 

In order to fight tax avoidance more efficiently, Liechtenstein and the EU signed an 

agreement on the automatic exchange on information on tax matters in 2015. The 

identification of tax evaders and deterrence of future ones shall be facilitated with this 

agreement. EU Member States will automatically receive data about their citizens with a 

bank account in Liechtenstein. 
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 Since 2011, Liechtenstein is also a member of the Schengen Group and acceded to the 

Dublin Agreement. Regarding Schengen/Dublin related issues, Liechtenstein has direct 

access to the European Council and relevant working groups on respective topics. 

Furthermore, Liechtenstein has access to various databases, e.g. regarding criminal 

justice or asylum requests. It is not a Member State of EUROPOL but connected to it 

through an operational agreement.  

 

4. The Preparation Process in Berlin 

 

4.1 Prof. George Andreopoulos - The Security Councilôs Evolving Engagement with 

Human Rights (Human Rights under Pressure) 

November 2017 

To get some input on the work of the UN outside of our seminar, some of us went to a 

guest lecture given by Prof. George Andreopoulos in November. Prof. Andreopoulos is a 

Professor of Political Science and has held various positions at universities, teaching 

Human Rights and other related subjects. Currently, he is teaching at the John Jay 

College of Criminal Justice at the City University of New York.  

His guest lecture was organized in the frame of the Human Rights Under Pressure ï 

Ethics, Law and Politics program. This program was developed in a cooperation 

between Freie Universität Berlin and The Hebrew University Jerusalem, starting its first 

period in 2014. It is an interdisciplinary doctoral and post-doctoral study program 

focusing on current challenges to Human Rights. As these have been identified crises and 

emergencies, globalization and issues of diversity, which are being called the very 

ñpressures on human rightsò.  


