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Foreword by the Head Delegates

With the Middle East as an epicenter for many ef ¢hrrent conflicts of the world and

the United Nations as an epicenter for the creatiod keeping of peace, the NMUN
Delegation of Freie Universitat Berlin was put onamplex task: representing Israel at
the 2015 NMUN in New York.

Our Delegation was almost as diverse and multicallias the United Nations itself with
participants between 18 and 30 years coming frorovalr the world and from different
academic fields. This mix of competences, knowledgée experience was the perfect
foundation for the Delegation to deal with the ctemgask before us.

Highly motivated and under the fantastic supervisibPeggy Wittke, we spend months,
days and hours of meetings, debates, presentaotisy alignment and research in
order to be prepared for the world-wide biggest ehddnited Nations competition in

New York.

Did any of us know beforehand what we had signetiRipbably not! Being part of the
NMUN Delegation was in no way comparable to anytagcourse at university. It was
not just about gaining knowledge on internatioaal,|politics and diplomacy. However,
it offered us a great opportunity to develop ourspeal skills, building up the ability to
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understand other perspectives as our own and teptaiwork together. We could learn
even more, due to the fact that we representeditiidy disputed foreign policy of
Israel, with its difficult inter-institutional poson and coalition building within the UN.

The United Nations aims at solving complex tasksnibgracting, sharing, and listening
to each other. The same holds true for the NMUNe@egtion of Freie Universitat Berlin.
We would not have been able to deal sufficientl{hwhe tasks before us if it were not
for our sponsors, the guest speakers, and espedlgy Wittke, who all contributed
and were willing to share their perspectives andwkaedge with us. On behalf of the
whole Delegation we want to thank you for all yeffiort and time!

Words on a piece of paper cannot do justice toeitperiences we have gained and the
transformation we went through thanks to our pguditon at the NMUN 2015.
Nonetheless, this report attempts to describedlierdures, challenges and achievements
we faced on our journey from a regular classroonsuburbs of Berlin to the United
Nations General Assembly Hall in Manhattan, Newkyor

We hope this report will inspire others to partatin the NMUN, but also to face the
world with an open mind and to interact and shatk ®ach other.

Teis Tonsgaard Andersen and Veronika Sobolova
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Sponsors of the FU Berlin Delegation at the Nation&odel United Nations 2015

We thank the following persons, companies andtutisths for their financial and/or
academic support:

Faculty of Law, Freie Universitét Berlin

Department of Political and Social Sciences and-Stthr-Institute,
Freie Universitat Berlin

German Exchange Service (DAAD)

Embassy of Israel, Berlin

Permanent Mission of Israel to the United Natidwesyw York
Simon Wiesenthal Center, Museum of Tolerance, Newk Y
Permanent Mission of Slovakia to the United Natjdsw York

Ms. Souad Fennouh-Chalhoub, United Nations DepattwfePublic Information,
New York

Mission of Palestine, Berlin

Prof. Dr. Hans-Joachim Vergau

Dr. Jens-Christian Gaedtke, Federal Foreign Office

Dr. Liav Orgad, Herzliya/Berlin

Mr. Kai Baldow, Deputy Head Foreign Service Acadeshthe Federal Foreign Office
Dr. Oliver Fixson, Head of the International Lawdaeiment, Federal Foreign Office
Ms. Jasmin Reitzig, UNRWA

Mrs. Swati Dave, United Nations Department of Rubiiformation, New York

Mrs. Gesa Heym-Halayga, Abt. AuRBenangelegenhe®ROMOS), Freie Universitat
Berlin

Mr. Elmar von Brause

Marco Matthai, Lufthansa City Center, Berlin
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1. The National Model United Nations Conference

The National Model United NationdNMUN) was founded in 1946 as a successor to the
Model League of Nationwhich originated in 1923. These programmes arectéd at
students to offer thorough and detailed informabtarthe United Nations system and the
work and function of international organizations fimgans of an authentic simulation.
The popularity of theModel United Nationgprogramme has risen constantly over the
years. Meanwhile, these programmes are also bdfaged at high schools — in the
United States more than 200,000 high school antbgmlstudents take part in the
simulations annually. The great acceptanchlofiel United Nationgs not limited to the
United States: todapodel United Nationstake place in more than 25 countries
throughout the world including Germany. Freie Unsit Berlin organizes, together
with different co-operation partners like tideral Foreign Office various Model
United Nationsconferences throughout the year in Berlin.

The National Model United Nationtoday is the largest simulation of tbaited Nations
in the world. Each year more than 5,000 studemts fNorth America, Latin America,
Asia, Africa and Europe take part in the conferendeich is held for five days at the
Hilton Hotel or the Sheraton Hotel & Towers, NewrkKoand theUnited Nations
Headquarters The National Model United Nationds sponsored by théNational
Collegiate Conference Associatjca non-profit organisation, which works closelyttwi
the United Nations and was granted consultativeustay the Economic and Social
Council in 1995. The Board of Directors co-ordirsadend supervises the simulation. The
conference is administered by a 55-member Seaetatiich is composed of graduate
and undergraduate students who are elected anntdlyd of the Secretariat is the
Secretary-General, supported by a Director-Geragrdla Chief of Staff.

Each participating university represents a Unitedtidhs Member State or non-
governmental organization at the conference. Adngrtb reality, these Member States
and non-governmental organizations are represeitedifferent committees and
international organizations. It is the task of tBelegations to make themselves
acquainted with the history and policy of their oy or non-governmental organization
in order to act as realistic as possible at thdéecence. In addition, it is necessary to lay
down the position concerning the different topibattwill be negotiated during the
sessions. The visit at tHeermanent Mission to the United Natiooffers the valuable
opportunity to gather first-hand background infotimra by consulting high-ranking
diplomats.

During the five days of the conference, the Delegaf the various committees strive to
work out proposals and draft resolutions. At thainp it becomes clear that the
knowledge, which has to be obtained, cannot betdunito the country or non-
governmental organization represented, but hasdiade information on ‘friends and
foes’ as well, in order to get into contact withe throper partners during negotiations.
The participating students are expected to behavactive diplomats, who have to
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formulate their positions and try to enforce thdmi, at the same time have to be open-
minded towards compromises, always taking into icamation the special interests of
the represented nation or non-governmental orgaoizalhis marks one of the major
attractions of theNational Model United Nationgonference: each Delegate has to
participate in the negotiations by ensuring thas Mation’s/non-governmental
organization’s interests are taken into account.thgy reaction of the other Delegates,
failures are immediately realized, as well as —trimportantly — success.

At the end of the conference, voting procedures tplkace at theUnited Nations
Headquarters Selected resolutions are on the floor of the Gerfessembly Plenary and
the Economic and Social Council. The passing résols are forwarded to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, Mr. Bamition, as the official result of the
National Model United Nations.

Peggy Wittke

ISRAEL
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2. The FU Berlin NMUN 2015 Delegation

Teis Tonsgaard Andersen
was born in Copenhagen. He
holds a bachelors and a
master’'s degree in law from
the University of Copenhagen
and is currently doing a
master in  German and
international law at Freie
Universitat Berlin. He has
been working 1,5 years with
international and European
law in the Danish Ministry of
Justice where he gained his
interest in the role of the United Nations. Paptition in the NMUN 2015 was therefore
a unique possibility to explore this interest ferth

At NMUN 2015 he represented Israel in the Speciam@ittee on Peacekeeping
Operations with Leon Aretz.

Leon Aretz studies law in the
seventh semester at Freie
Universitat Berlin. Within his
studies he specialized in
public international law and
European law. During his
student-exchange at the Osaka
University in  Japan he
focused on international, but
also Japanese law. He speaks
English and Spanish fluently.
The latter is due to his
exchange year in high school
in Zacatecas, Mexico.
Subsequently after graduation, he fulfilled his ommity service in San José, Costa
Rica. He is highly interested in international dipkcy, which is also the reason that
motivated him to apply for the NMUN program.

At NMUN 2015 he represented Israel in the Speciam@ittee on Peacekeeping
Operations with Teis Tonsgaard Andersen.
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Antonia Binder was born in
Hamburg and has starteq
studying law in 2011. She
transitioned from the
University of Potsdam to
Freie Universitat Berlin in
2012. After accomplishing aj
public international law [
course abroad in Australia
she has gained interest i
international law and the
United Nations. Experiencing
the National Model United
Nations as a delegate would
be a great opportunity to become acquainted withodiacy and international issues,
while also improving in debating and public spegkin

At NMUN 2015 she represented Israel in the Unitedidhs High Commissioner for
Refugees Committee with Pia Ernestus.

Maria Fernanda Bravo was
born in Maracaibo,
Venezuela. She  studies
Business Administration at
Freie Universitéat Berlin in
her fourth semester and
participated in several MUN
at the intercollegiate
framework in Caracas. For
Maria to participate in
NMUN 2015 was a new
challenge because of thd
complexity and size of the
Model. Nevertheless this challenge represents faridMa chance to think outside the
box; to find solutions for problems that seem faiag but that relate to all of us. It
represents an opportunity for many young peoplarntderstand, but most importantly
accept another person’s view and opinions.

At NMUN 2015 she represented Israel in the Gengsabmbly Second Committee with
Karen Heckman.
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Sven Brinner is studying at
Freie Universitat Berlin in
the Master’s program History
of the 19" and 28" century
with a focus on International
Relations and a specialization
on East Asia. Always looking
for a combination of
theoretical knowledge and
practical usage, he has gained
diverse work experience in
the field of international relations. To deepentHar his understanding of the United
Nations as well as diplomacy in general, he wapyap participate in the NMUN 2015.

At NMUN 2015 he represented Israel in the Genersdeinbly First Committee with
Lena Ens.

Miriam Bulbarelli is a
graduate student at Freie
Universitat Berlin from Italy.
She completed her bachelor
degree in Political Science in
Rome at the LUISS Guido
Carli. Miriam is particularly
interested in EU-related topics
and International Political
Economy and sees NMUN as
a great opportunity to widen
her knowledge.
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Lena Ens is a Padlitical
Science student completing he
Bachelor degree at Otto-Suhr
Institute. Her academic interes
lies with International
Relations and particularly with
German foreign policy.
Having been involved in the
organization of MUN
Conferences in Berlin, she
wanted to get engaged
thematically and experience
the MUN-spirit as a delegate. NMUN 2015 therefasean amazing opportunity to
participate in challenging debates and to get tmkihe art of diplomacy firsthand. Most
importantly though NMUN offers the privilege to nel contribution to the work of
such a harmonious team and to form new friendshkiftsdedicated young people!

At NMUN 2015 she represented Israel in the Genasslembly First Committee with
Sven Brunner.

Pia Ernestusis studying law
in her 4" year at Freie
Universitat Berlin. Being
lucky enough to already
have accomplished severa
experiences abroad, she ha
always had a great interest i
foreign politics and other
cultures. As she engageq
with  international  law
academically, NMUN
offered her the unique
opportunity to gain practical
knowledge while providing vital insights into theosd of political communication.
Debating with students from all over the world ®arout to be an extremely enriching
experience — both intellectually and personally.

At NMUN 2015 she represented Israel in the Unitedidhs High Commissioner for
Refugees with Antonia Binder.
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Isa Adriane Gunther was
born in Berlin. Since October
2014 she is enrolled at Freie
Universitat Berlin  for a
Bachelor studies program in
mathematics and English with
the option to become a
teacher. Assuming the project
NMUN 2015 would help her
learn more about debating
and negotiation techniques as
well as international relations she was very irgte@ in participating. In addition she is
extremely interested in understanding how poli¢iss shaped and to see into the United
Nations and its issues in exceptional ways.

At NMUN 2015 she represented Israel in the Genasakembly Third Committee with
Veronika Sobolova.

Karen Heckman is in her 2°
semester of North American
and Latin American studies.
She was born is New Jersey,
grew up between Costa Rica,
Guatemala and Germany and
now studies in Berlin. Highly
intrigued by different cultures
surrounding her but also
interested on understanding
the political and social

| conflicts, she wishes to use
her personal experiences to find a viable solutiwrher native countries in the future.
The NMUN experience sparked this wish even more, fiosthand diplomatic
communication and further understanding of the demity of the fascinating world of
the UN.

At NMUN 2015 she represented Israel in the Gengsabmbly Second Committee with
Maria Fernanda Bravo.
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Aylin Mengi is a graduate
Political Science student a
Freie Universitat Berlin. She
was born and raised up i
Berlin. Her academic focus|
lies within the fields of
International Relations,
European Studies, as well a
International  Development
and Environmental Policy.
With a deep interest in
international  organizations,

she considers taking part in NMUN as a means afliivg in procedures of gaining
solutions and looking deeper at the system of thised Nations.

At NMUN 2015 she represented Israel in the Unitedidths Environment Programme
with Gandhi Alejandro Vela Vargas.

Viktoria Neubelt is a law
student at FU Berlin and is i
her third year of study. She
was born in Berlin and
decided to spend most of he
education in Berlin as well.
After going to school in
London and Paris, Viktoria is
highly interested in cultural
exchange and dialogue
different languages but alsq
constructive solution-finding 2 ‘
for the problems of today. Concerning her furthtedyg carrier, she plans to focus on
International Law and will also spend the next yefastudy in Lausanne. Therefore, the
NMUN in New York was the perfect opportunity to doime all these aspects and to
experience the work of diplomats at the UN firsthan

At NMUN 2015 she represented Israel in the Unitetidhs International Children’s
Emergency Fund with Yifan Zhang.
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Berna Orak was born in
Frankfurt/Main and is of
Turkish origin. She studies
Law at Freie Universitat
Berlin and is currently in her
2" semester. As she has
always been interested in
international politics with a
focus on juristic aspects, she
sees NMUN as a good
possibility to gain an insight

j 9 into the life of a diplomat and
into the work process of the United Nations. Pgo#itng to the NMUN is a great
opportunity to improve problem solving skills.

Veronika Sobolova is
studying Political Science and
International Relations and is
from Slovakia. She has
practical experience as an
intern at the German
Bundestag, the German
Atlantic  Association, the
Slovak  Foreign  Affairs
ministry and ERSTE

3 ; Foundation in Vienna.
Veronika is a member of the Future Lab in Brussatg] the Korber Foundation and
thinks that NMUN is a good opportunity to improver Iskills.

At NMUN 2015 she represented Israel in the Genasakembly Third Committee with
Isa Adriane Gunther.
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Gandhi Alejandro Vela
Vargas was born and raised
in Quito, where he went to the
Catholic ~ University and
obtained a Law Degree. He
moved to Germany in pursuit
of a Legum Master and
applied after its finish for a
PhD position at Freie
Universitat Berlin. Currently
he is doing his PhD researc
in Comparative Constitutional
Law. His motivation to participate at NMUN was taden his knowledge and to
experience international relations and internati¢ena, and also to be able to represent
Freie Universitat Berlin with his international ligcound and skills.

At NMUN 2015 he represented Israel in the Unitedidtes Environment Programme
with Aylin Mengi.

Yifan Zhang is a law student
from China. She completed
her bachelor degree
Shanghai, China and s
currently in her master study
at Freie Universitat Berlin.
She is very interested i
international legal affairs
since she started to stud
international  law. Hence
NMUN 2015 is a greatlf
opportunity for her to get a
closer insight in this field.

At NMUN 2015 she represented Israel in the Unitetids International Children’s
Emergency Fund with Viktoria Neubelt.
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3. The Republic of Israel — An Introduction

3.1 History

Israel sits on the historic place of the Jewishptgoand the land known as Israel has
been under the rule of various different culturesrdhe centuries. The following rules
and years ruled are: Byzantine rule between thesy880 and 611, the Arab rule
between 636 and 1099, the Crusades between 109828ddthe Mamluk rule between
1260 and 1517 and the Ottoman rule between 15171986. The British Mandate of
Palestine took place from 1923 until 1948. The Wgpraent of history converted in a
series of factors for the establishment of theeStditisrael. Before the Second World
War there was persecution over the years, Zionistheaend of the 19th and beginning
of the 20th Century, World War | and the Balfour clagation of 1917. The fresh
established United Nations declared in 1947 th&t@arPlan that divided Palestine into
a Jewish State and an Arab part with Jerusalemruntégnational Regime. The events
of World War Il and particularly the Persecutiordardolocaust were the main reasons
that the international community felt urged to bsh the new State.

After the proclamation of the new republic on Ma;, 1948, the young state of Israel
faced the War of Independence because of the Arasion. 1949 is a year of particular
importance because Israel became a member of thedUNations, although the Arab
States did not recognize Israel as a State. Beadube land given to Israel, thousands
of Palestinian refugees fled from Israel, and @ndther hand thousands of Jews fled to
Israel from diverse European and Muslim countridge United States of America gave
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important financial help to Israel, so the new estabuld cope with the high rising
population.

During the following decades, armed conflicts slbjsrael. Exceptional was the one
started by the Egyptian president Nassar that ccabbedestroy Israel completely and
called “The Six Day War”. The Arab States formed aliance against Israel which
found itself isolated and outnumbered. The firsiketmade by Israel conquered the
territories of the Gaza strip, the Golan Heightd e West Bank. In 1967 the resolution
setting guidelines for a peaceful solution endeth Wgirael's withdrawal.

The “Yom Kippur War” took place in October of 197énhd involved an Alliance
between Syria and Egypt against Israel, callecetthe Arab reconquest of the Sinai and
Golan. Israel did not only repel the attack buteambed in Syria and Egypt.

Anwar El Sadat, president of Egypt made the fiesbgnition of Israel by an Arab head
of state, leading to the Israel-Egypt Peace Trefiarch 26 the year was. In June 1985
the most of the troops from Lebanon were withdréwitsrael.

Israel suffered two Intifadas (rebellion). The tfiome took place between 1987 and 1991,
ended with the Oslo Accords of 1993. The Seconifatta called the Al-Agsa Intifada
was the Second Palestinian uprising against lbeteleen September 2000 and February
2005. This rise against the State of Israel endiéu thve unilateral withdrawal of Gaza
and the construction of the Israeli West Bank larri
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3.2 Society and Culture

Although small in territory, with a population of r8illion people, Israel symbolizes a
melting pot culture, with vast influence from different immigrants finovarious
countries. The small country offers the highestd#ad of living in the Middle East and
the fifth highest of whole Asia. The Jewish citigerepresent 4/5 of the whole
population, constituting of survivors from the Hodwist, their offspring and those who
have decided to escape anti-Semitism especialiy fRussia, Ethiopia and France.
Israeli Arabs are the greatest minority, they ahecated bilingually and think themselves
as Palestinians. They are regarded with Israeiiigadl and civil rights, which in recent
times have gained more influence in the Knesseligpzent).

Established as a Jewish State, Israel relies osdbmlled Law of Return, enacted in
1950, with the purpose to empower the Zionist crddhis means, that every Jew has the
right to come to this country as an oleh (Jewismignant), founded on the Right of
Aliyah - immigration of Jews in general and basmravof the Zionist credo.

The Zionist movementdefines Israel’s Culture. The idea behind the ephof Zionism

is that the construction of a Jewish identity idygmossible through the creation of a
Jewish state in Palestine, “the Land of Israel’e Tionist movement was triggered by
the spread of anti-Semitism in the 18th century.the 19th century the Zionist

movement emerges as an attempt to bridge the geyedae the Jewish personal life and
their public life in a secular society. With the lightenment and its spirit of

emancipation started a social and cultural assdiimilaf Jews in European countries.

Streams of Zionism

Political Zionism: The main figure is Theodor Heris ideology was based on
the premise that Jews are a nation; therefore erasign state is the solution to
their problem and to the anti-Semitism. The Jewsthte is seen as a
worldwide necessity and responsibility.

Cultural Zionism: The main figure is Ahad Ha'’Am, ik ideological
opponent, he emphasizes that Zionism should beltaralumovement. The
main idea was that Jews should be guided by thstioric quest for spiritual
greatness if they acquire a state.

Religious Zionism: Were the minorities within th@wvement and followed the
premise that “A Jewish nation without adherenced@ion is like a body
without a soul”. The main idea was that religionl atate should be a unity and
religion should be at the core of institutions.

Historical Facts on the success of Zionism

-Balfour Declaration (1917)
> Mandate for Palestine from the League of Natid!92®)
> Judaism as a nationality for the first time
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-World War Il

> UNSCOP (United Nations Special Committee on Palestecommends to
part Israel into a Jewish state and an Arab s&#p (947)

> United Nations General Assembly ratifies the rec@ndation (Nov 1947)
> May 14, 1948 foundation of the State of Israel

The success of the Zionism movement can be reagnizthe mass immigration that
followed the establishment of the State of Isr@eday, Zionism is still Israel’'s official
ideology and defines its culture based on the Jehistory, language, and traditions to
create after all the Jewish identity. The Zionistvement is itself defined by a diversity
of cultures, because Jews from all over the warlthigrated to Israel and brought with
them their various cultural and religious tradigon

Furthermore, something very essential to Jewisturibre th&ibbutzim . A Kibbutz is

a Jewish community dedicated to mutual aid andakgastice and is based on joined
ownership of property, equality, mutual productiamd consumption as well as
education. Today, about 2.5 % of Israel's popufatives in 270 Kibbutzim.
Nevertheless, the Kibbutzim face the problems efitee-market-development; either by
becoming economically insignificant or noticing ack of personnel leading to the
employment of paid workers, which is contrary teittprinciple of self-reliance. These
trends lead to the maceration of the communitielstlheir principals.

Another important issue in Israeli society is thetests for social justice, which started
in summer 2011 and took many thousands of Isrdelithe streets. The protesters
denounce the raising costs of housing, transpbiljcare and food and low salaries for
many professionals. The protesters are mainly yqeuple, having great support from
the population.
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3.3 Palitical System

In order to better understand the political envinent of Israel, it is mandatory to
examine its bedrock system, units and their int&ioms. Following the old principle of
checks and balances, Israel also introduced tteedfieegregated state’s powemwhich
divides the potency of the state into the legisitaxecutive branch and the judiciary.

To begin with itdegislative branch, Israel has a highly fragmented parlianiiénesset),
due to low entry threshold of 3.25 % of overallestThus, the parliament consists of ten
different parties today, resulting in a highly fnagnted party system that represents the
social cleavages of Israeli society. Creating atles and coalition governments is a
demanding task due to the wide spectrum of parégsesented in the parliament.
Concerning the voting rights, Israelis are perrditie vote for a party from 18 years old.
To get elected they must be 21 years old. It isyawer, unlikely to perceive candidates
with that age, since Israeli citizens, regardlesgheir sex, are obliged to complete a
three years military service. After its performanaaother three years — referred to as
“cooling-off-period” — are required to apply for ynandidateship for political positions.
Another interesting fact is that Israel is a deraogr without any constitutional
anchorage. Instead of a written constitution, aisntlation was developed over time and
perpetuated in eleven incoherent Basic Laws.

The current Head of State and therefore the hedlde@xecutiveis Reuven Revlin. In
that function, he only possesses symbolic charadbe Prime Minister, who is
momentarily Benjamin Netanyahu, holds the mostuaritial position within the
executive branch. The Prime Minister is on top afpecialized institutional apparatus
with overall 28 different ministries. The high sdization expresses itself in partly very
specific tasks, such as the Ministry for Senioriz8its and the Ministry of Religious
Services.

Most notably in comparison with other Westgudicial systems is the strict division
into secular and religious courts in Israel. Whibeular courts are in charge of cases with
civil-, labor-, penalty- or military cases, theigabus courts are accountable for issues of
marriage, divorce and guardianship. The next imgtasf appeal for secular courts is
district courts and finally the Supreme Court. Bielis courts, however, transfer their
cases directly to the Supreme Court for judgmepitNo being the highest instance of
appeal, the Supreme Court simultaneously functianthe High Court of Justice, which
treats cases “in matters in which it considersitassary to grant relief in the interests of
justice and which are not within the jurisdictionamy other court or tribunal”.
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3.4 Economy

Being considered as a leading innovator and camlgt ranked high in terms of
development, Israel has one of the most resiliedt tachnologically advanced market
economies. This is all the more astonishing whersidering Israel’s frame conditions,
facing scarcity, and limitation. Due to the essdrand urgent demand of improving the
surrounding living environment, a pretty efficiemtay to concentrate labour force,
knowledge, and resources was adopted.

Although it was successful at first, the traditibeaonomic structure, which was based
on small-scale and self-initialized organizatioosyld no longer meet new upcoming
and complex economic needs. Thereforeeeonomicreform with three main aspects

took place: the reform in capital market by limgigovernment control in the economic
sector, privatization, and the promotion of fresde. On a macroeconomic level, one of
the most important progresses is the 1985 Econ&tabilization Plan which aims to

decrease inflation, equalize the balance of payspeartd stabilize the economy. With

such measures being taken, Israel has changedardeveloping to an industrialized

country.

However, there are emerging netot issues. The liberalization of the economy leads
to a redistribution of wealth, widening the gapvie#n rich and poor. Around five
families own most of the country's wealth. In 20B88njamin Netanyahu established new
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reforms that shortened many social welfare benefitch widen the gap even further.

One should not forget that the country's areangdid just like its domestic market. The
Arab League's policies prohibit merchandise withads boycotts of trade cost

approximately billions of dollars. However, the Brdeague boycott could not curb

Israel’'s remarkable economic development due to éxport market overseas.

Nowadays, the largest trading partner is the Un8tates and, furthermore, Israel has
trade and cooperation agreements with the Europeaon and Canada. Besides, the
economic planning is very difficult because onetttd problems is the demographic
growth. In addition to that, the unemployment iiateather high.

Progress has been made due to a shift to sustityatiie steering towards green

economy through thgreen growth programme, an increasingly diversified productive
base, and ongoing structural reforms. When it cornesaming examples of industries

that particularly stick out in Israel's economy,ethnternationally renowned solar

research and development industry should be natgdIh search for a stable source of
energy, this industry represents a national pyiatite to the lack of natural resources.

Furthermore, the high-technology industry playsignificant role as it is not only
Israel’s most highly developed and industrializedtsr, but also ranks the country 4th in
scientific activity worldwide. Supporting this statent with further useful facts and
figures, one should take into consideration thad &tart-ups are created annually in
Israel, ranking Tel Aviv the second best city faoghitech start-ups after the Silicon
Valley and, as a consequence, becomes a homeefbigh-tech industry’'s key players.
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Similarly determining for Israel’'s economy is thautism sector — it is sufficient to say
that it has the highest number of museums peraapihe world. Furthermore, Israel is
a major player in the global arms market, puttimg tountry among the 15 largest arms
exporters in the world and making the defence ittgaslarge employer in Israel. While
Israel represents one of the world’s three majatezs for polished diamonds, it is well-
known for textile and fashion industry.

Finally, it is important to refer to the agriculéisector. Despite the fact that the country
lacks water, Israel — as one of the world’s leadjregnhouse-food-exporting countries —
is largely self-sufficient in agricultural productshile only importing substantial
quantities of grainHigh technologyis now in the leading status in Israel's econding.
not surprising that Israel is ranked first worldwiith expenditure on Research and
Development (R&D) as a percentage of GDP. Many ntamb corporates have research
and development facilities in Israel. The tag ‘Mawdldsrael’ is now comparable to the
tag ‘Made in Germany'.

3.5 Foreign Policy

Settled in a sensitive and divided, but rather dynaregion, the priority theme of

Israel’s foreign policy is maintaining and ensurthg security of its citizens. However,
this goal is overshadowed by the Arab-Israeli ¢onfhat touches all areas of policy and
influences the relations and behaviour of neighinguicountries. More than half a
century after the founding of the Israeli states urrounding Middle East is still far

away from stability in order to meet security.

Shifting constantly from a local to a larger trarational scale, the Arab-Israeli conflict
refers to political strain and military clashesvibe¢n Israel and a number of Arab states
and actors, especially tHealestine Liberation Organization (PLO), thePalestinian
National Authority (PNA), and Hamas The main topics of dispute are issues
concerning state borders, the status of Jerusdlenteturn of Palestinian refugees, the
water distribution, the settlement policy, and taily operations. To bridge the
fundamental differences between the conflictingtiesr on the crucial questions,
negotiation tables have been launched without atghhe progress in recent years.
Furthermore, the latest military operations “Casad”’ (2008), “Pillar of Defence”
(2012), and “Protective Edge” (2014) brought nocess. There is no sign of recovery
that may reduce the threat of an upcoming thirideieha.

However, closer examinations reveal the evidence aonasymmetrical, regional

significance of the confliciraq, Lebanon andSyria are conflicting parties and in “state
of war” in terms of international law. The launchiof the “Quds Day” as an annual
public holiday combined with annihilation threaksdugh the nuclear program and the
support of Hezbollah, which is considered as aotesrganization, has led Iran to

become “the greatest threat to Israel” in recestbhy. A variety of Middle East and
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North African states refuse to recognise Israekiceudiplomatic isolation and boycotts
within the global community. The Security Councilopted more than 80 resolutions
that criticise Israel for violations, which is léag to the assumption that thénited
Nations (UN) is biased. Since this isolation continuesagencies within the UN
framework, Israel's membership is limited to maegiractivities like development-
related themes. Moreover, counterterrorism withiea Middle East is feeding Israeli’'s
doubts on regional stability.

Due to its stance on the regional and internatidenatl, Israel is very dependent on
bilateral relations inside and outside its regian.essential countermeasure in order to
achieve the principal objective of ‘exploiting amealizing security concerns’ is to
strengthen moderate forces within the region atabésh diplomatic relation to willing
states. Country-specific considerations confirm ghstainable success of this strategy.
Marked by negotiations and the implementation chcpetreaties, the two regional
neighboursEgypt andJordan are maintaining full diplomatic practices to Idra&ven
though the relation to both states is often desdriés a “cold peace”, Egypt and Jordan
represent strategic partners and mediators, beimgected through strong economic ties
and security cooperation. The rise of the MuslinotBerhood, caused by the Arab
Spring, spread fears about treaty defaulting; hewethere is significant improvement
under the current leader al-Sisi. While diplomagiorts to Egypt and Jordan are
constant, a contrary development can be observédrkey. Being one of the first states
recognising Israel, Turkey was a strategic parimeslving military, trade and economic
agreements. A severe downturn since the leadershihe AKP was recorded and
several incidents, such as the Gaza flotilla feil] to diplomatic ill-will.
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Considered as the closest ally, th8A is the essential warrantor of Israel’'s security by
political and military means. In addition to ecorionaid and extensive military
contribution, further political support encompassetoing of any Security Council
resolution against Israel. This support is exceatiobut not unconditional: Criticism is
increasing since the US is showing commitment rlifig a peaceful coexistence and
mutual recognition between Israel and a Palestisiate. Recognising the Israeli’s right
to self-defence and security, critique is also ecgnirom the European Union.
However, both share common security threats ang kel trade relations. Scientific
and cultural programmes are another additionatdatenection. A special relationship
exists withGermany as a main ally with their 50th anniversary of diphtic relations.
Nowadays, Germany is considered as the most imypogly within the European
Union.

Based on the usual partner- and friendships, Issakeen on establishing diplomatic
relations to important global leaders. Since thmtdishment of diplomatic practices,
major components in the bilateral relation betw&éma and Israel has been trade and
technology transfer. Economic, military and stratdigiks continue to expand. Speaking
of India as “the only country where anti-Semitism was neatowed” by Israeli
officials, both states enjoy a strategic relatignstith deep economic interrelations. The
common share in fighting religious extremism remllin increased collaboration on
counterterrorism.

4. The Preparation Process in Berlin

Being a diplomat is not just about going to offi@@bassy receptions to small talk and
drink wine — it is about hard work and thoroughpanetion.

In the safe guiding hands of Faculty Advisor Msg@eWittke we spent five intensive
and exiting months in Berlin preparing to be Israplomats at the NMUN 2015

conference in New York. This included learning atitxe legal and political functioning

of the United Nations, diving into Jewish cultuseciety and history, and framing the
international political agenda from an Israeli perive.

We had a lot to learn and it was never boring. ¥lecture was conducted interactively
and engaged the whole delegation to participatshaying knowledge and thoughts.
Among others we did simulations of the UN Secu@guncil and made a visit to the
German Ministry of Foreign Affairs. We also condettiseveral speech training sessions
practicing the use of rhetorical techniques.

In order to enable us to think, act, and be likal tsraeli diplomats we had the kind
support from the Israeli Embassy in Berlin as waslDr. Liav Orgad from the Radzyner
School of Law, who provided us with firsthand knedde on Israeli policies on national
as well as international affairs.
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An important part of our preparation process waswvtite Position Papers for each
committee. This was a task of putting all our gdik@mowledge down on a piece of
paper, which clearly stated our policies and prafsmsbut at the same time allowed
flexibility for our negotiations in New York.

Finally, and maybe most importantly, our five manth Berlin taught us the essential
need of working together and sharing knowledgen®giart of the NMUN Delegation is
not just being participant at any other class liéing part of a team and making friends.

4.1 Emergency Session of the Security Council: Irdgnt in the East China Sea

During the preparation for the NMUN 2015 the grdugld a UN Security Council
Simulation that took place on Decembel’12014. The roles of the Member States of
the Security Council were previously given, and mstructorPeggy Wittke made the
formal invitation for the simulation relating tohgpothetical aerial incident in the East
China Sea. The Security Council meeting was a foneigal part of our preparation
because as a simulation we had to stick to the aflerocedure, being really important
to understand them and the diplomatic procedureagia UN simulation.

The simulation dealt over an Emergency Sessionta@aecase that involved a Japanese
aircraft, which crew was from Japan, Korea andUBe that was shot down in the East
China See over a zone where the “Air Defense [fieation Zones” of Japan and China
overlap. The reconnaissance aircraft, a P-8A Poreidas shot down by Chinese Air
Force on December 102014.

The session was great practice for the real Camferén New York because every
member of the group had to play the role of a difie Member State of the Council, and
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the praxis of real negotiations and short speechietwh the members was really
important. The experience gained by the role ptagnd representing a nation over the
personal ideas as well as the experience in infooauacus gave us all as group much
more confidence. During the session we could seeitiation of groups and allies as in
real international politics, giving us an experiergf real negotiations and the informal
caucus importance during conferences to understendthers and joining groups with
similar agendas creating alliances.

Other remarkable aspect of the simulation was iogan expertise of the usage of
international law (UN Charter) as well as fast eesk and creating proposals that could
convince the different states members. Having wiffe tasks at the same time, and
writing the proposals for a draft paper betweenousr countries while debating was a
demanding business but the whole group respondédavihat. Generating proposals
and getting sponsors although the small amount tafes represented was really
demanding, in the case was an opportunity for falisoto learn about the ADIZ (Air
Defense Identification Zone) in the praxis and Hdifferent countries agendas collide
due to their different allies. After a shy begirmithe session evolved to a very dynamic
session that had a full speakers list and Peggtk®Vitas a truly solvent and brilliant
chair, being fair and giving good advice as Facéldyvisor, making us understand the
rules of procedure. Although no resolution was @dssn the session, the two draft
papers were well prepared and the conclusion vwalizirgg the huge advantage of the
Veto Power in the Security Council.




28 UN-FORUM 1/2016

4.2 Visit to the German Federal Foreign Office

On December 17 2015 our delegation had the opportunity to atteraispecial lectures
at the Federal Foreign Office in preparation far work at the Conference in New York.
The lectures were held by DOliver Fixson, a senior diplomat and head of the
Ministry's international legal department, and Kai Baldow, the chief training officer
for the higher diplomatic service at the Academyhaf Foreign Office. During the visit
we were not only given a firsthand introductionoithe guiding principles of German
foreign policy, but also enjoyed a lecture on tm@act of International Law in the daily
diplomatic conduct of the Foreign Office. On toptlwét the delegation had the exclusive
opportunity to get acquainted with the selectioncpdure for the German diplomatic
service as well as the professional and persor@idations involved in this career.

Dr. Fixson, having previously served at the Gerreerbassy in Moscow, provided us
among many other information on the work of the dledepartment with topics
concerning the International Criminal Court (ICQ)tlke Human Rights Council (HRC),
with fascinating insights into the ramifications tfe German consular work in the
context the Crimean Crisis. We moreover enormoumdyefited from the ensuing
opportunity to engage more deeply in debate withFixson on negotiation style and
tactics, diplomatic conduct as well as effectivalitey with group dynamics.
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Mr. Baldow, having participated as a FU delegatdMtJN in 1996 himself, apart from
briefing us on career possibilities at the Feddfateign Office, also shared his
conference experiences in New York with us i.anfwg out the great resemblances of
the course of negotiations at NMUN to real lifeldipacy.

We would like to express Dr. Fixson and Mr. Baldow gratitude for welcoming us at
the Foreign Office, dedicating their time to ouearation and providing us with so
much valuable input. In addition, we would likedaordially thank Prof. Dr. Vergau for
enabling this event and for his consistent supgaring the preparation process for
NMUN in Berlin. We greatly appreciate his advicedancouragement as well as the
important insights he provided us with in the fravoek of a simulation on the Security
Council Reform.

4.3 Briefing by the Israeli Embassy

On February 28, Mr. Avraham Nir-Feldklein and Mr Rogel Rachmanfrom the
Israeli Embassy in Germany visited our seminareieFUniversitéat Berlin.

In the beginning of their talk, the representativéghlighted the 50 anniversary of
diplomatic relations between Israel and Germar®0h5. Furthermore, they highlighted
the current overall popularity of Germany and tr@r@an government in Israel and the
excellent relations between both states. Berliay 8tated, is among the most important
capitals in the world for Israel’s foreign poligyptentially ranking as second following
Washington, D.C.

Israel, they explained to us, is often seen from dhtside through a prism of conflict
only. But Israel should rather be seen in multlplers. Israel is for instance among the
leading nations in fields such as high-tech, s@emand medicine and is also the home
country of numerous Nobel Prize winners.

Furthermore, it is currently one of the best placestartups worldwide. And finally, it
should be taken into consideration that the sateial of the State of Israel, not only in
spite of wars and a complex environment, but aisspite of waves of immigrants that
were absorbed by Israel, is already a “miraclethieir eyes. Aspects different than war
should therefore be our assets during the NMUN eramice, they pointed out. We
should focus on the respective topic on the agandaavoid getting drawn into debates
that have no place in the committees. Even if wenoh agree on another nation’s
position in certain aspects, we should still wardther to achieve common goals such
as fighting global warming. Israel has much to offeoncerning most recent
environmental technologies and trained personnenkhostility can be reduced, trust
can be built if nations work together on aspectat thoth agree are in need of
improvement.
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In the end, Mr. Rachman and Mr. Nir-Feldklein offdrtheir sincere support for our

delegation and also appreciated our dedicatiomduhe preparation process. We would
like to thank the two representatives of the Isfaeibassy in Germany for their valuable
input, their openness and this unique opportunitgdse all questions that were on our
minds.

4.4 Briefing on Israel’s Foreign Policy

From all the briefings and discussions during aapgration in Berlin we did not have a
more persuasive one with a perfect watertight agguation than the lecture held by Dr.
Liav Orgad. The argumentation of Dr. Orgad was our guidelimsv to represent
Israel’s policy in a credible way and how to defesmtl justify Israeli positions on
various issues.

Dr. Orgad provided us with many well prepared argots that were also useful during
our own negotiations in New York City. Looking asrdel in comparison to its
neighboring states in the Middle East, it is a fronner in democratic and high living
standards, and well economic conditions. Moreowgnorities enjoy a high level of
protection in Israel and can use their own languagdéegal system. We were also
surprised by the fact that the majority of Paléatia living in Israel are satisfied with
their life or are proud to be Israelis. Based oss¢éhcomparisons Dr. Orgad made, he
could shield every accusation and criticism theadkis facing in international politics
and highlighting the achievements instead.
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We would like to thank Dr. Orgad for his time amd §iving us a very interesting insight
in understanding Israel's foreign policy. After tlescussion, we were encouraged to
engage ourselves as Israeli diplomats in furthenddNMUN conference.

4.5 Briefing on Diplomacy

Since the National Model United Nations (NMUN) Cergnce is a firsthand experience
and prime example on how diplomacy works within ttheited Nations, we had the
pleasure to listen to a very informative lectureAshbassador a.D. Prof. DHans-
Joachim Vergau There could be no other adequate expert than Pesfjau since he
has spent 50 years as an advisor, ambassador @ethean Federal Foreign Office.

Recounting life-long experiences, Prof. Vergau gase an overview among the
highpoints and challenges of his professional cardis term of office included the

independence of Namibia, where he served as a toedioreover, he shared his
expertise on group dynamics at the United Natid#i¥)( The term “group dynamics”

refers to a movement in which a single delegat®riusing to form a homogeneous
whole with other delegations. The group is conrietheough a set of value judgments,
determined by emotional or ideological prejudicds. a result, biased and radical
positions are increasingly intensifying without amggard towards rational, logical
judgments or self-interest.



32 UN-FORUM 1/2016

Going on with his time at the General Assembly Hou€ommittee and the Security
Council, Prof. Vergau described his “marvelous” gimt the UN. The amount of
knowledge and wisdom that is gathered within thetddnNations turns every single
individual into an expert. Furthermore, he providsdwith strategic advice on how to act
and react as diplomats. Endurance, empathy, riéjaliand attentiveness should be a
guideline for our activities during the conference.

We would like to express our deep appreciation gratitude to Prof. Vergau for
providing us with a detailed and fascinating leetudis enthusiasm, openness, and his
description of the perfect Brooklyn Bridge momentiaised our motivation.

§ e S i

4.6 Briefing by the Mission of Palestine

A salient part of our preparation shortly before 8iart of the National Model United
Nations (NMUN) Conference was the input by diplomagnvoys during our guest
speaker program at FU Berlin. Rather than analyzimg stance of Israel on foreign
affairs by secondary sources, we had the oppoyttmiénter direct dialogue with people
involved in that field. One very important of thegeest speakers was D&ara
Husseini the policy and communication advisor of the Migsof Palestine in Germany.
This mission is promoting Palestinian interest har&ermany since its inauguration in
1994.

Throughout our course the topic of Palestine wasent during our discussions, due to
its importance in the region and frequent violemip&ons in the area. We learned about
its relations with Israel and the overall tensitiret exist between both entities ever since
the creation of Israel and before. We as the detegaf Israel, however, focused on the
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Israeli perspective, as it was necessary to congpikltheir situation and to reflect this

mindset onto the international level. Therefore Msisseini’s presentation was very

valuable addition to our prearrangements for NM3Ke presented the circumstances
that the Palestinian people find themselves in explained their views, rights and

demands, often contradicting the argumentatiosrafel.

At first she reiterated historical facts and depetents: explaining the demographic
make-up of the area known as Palestine beforerdhaion of Israel in 1948, the UN-
partition-plan, the two major wars in 1948 and 1861 Israel's occupation of the West
Bank and Gaza Strip since 1967. Ensuing some opivmtal and most controversial
issues were tackled, which was first and forentwssttuation in the Gaza strip and West
Bank. In relation to the latter, Ms. Husseini expéal how Israeli settlement policy
affects the daily life of Palestinian citizens. Aimer pressing problem is, according to the
presentation, the status of Palestine refugeeschwhasn't been solved for three
generations as of yet.

Ms. Husseini clearly articulated the official Paiisin position on various issues and
lamented the absence of constructive cooperatioth wihe Israeli authorities.
Concurrently she valued the international suppaorttfie Palestinian people and how
Palestine relies on it, because of the deep pawkalance between the two parties. By
that, once again, we experienced how tangled that&in is and how difficult it can be
to achieve reconciliation, since e.g. some faatsdarergently interpreted, depending on
the party.

Overall, the information that Ms. Husseini was atilegive us was very conducive. It
allowed us to increase our awareness concerningstiaeli-Palestinian conflict and

encouraged us to integrate all perspectives wHkimgaabout these political problems.

We appreciated Ms. Husseini dedicating her timastsharing her knowledge and want
to express our gratefulness to her.
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4.7. Special Session of the Security Council: Refarof the Security Council

The second Special Session of the Security Cowntil Ambassadom.D. Prof. Dr.
Hans-Joachim Vergautook place in March and gave us a chance to pratie rules of
procedure and the preparation of short speechgsc 66 this session was the possible
extension of seats to more Member States in therBeCouncil.

At the beginning of this session, all participatiMgmber States had the chance to get on
the speakers list and express their opinion alheutdpic. Many Member States believed
that the Security Council has to be reformed araptatb the growing number and the
growing importance of states in the United Natispstem and they especially criticized
the disproportional power of the five permanent rbers, whose veto power enables
them to outvote every decision. A growing numbeMa&mber States believe that there
should be a change in the Council to make it mamatratic and give all of the
members the chance to be heard.

The different countries had conflicting positiohsitt were discussed during this session.
Germany, India, Brazil and Japan are striving fopeamanent seat in the Security
Council. The African states on the other hand cairthat their continent needed to be
permanently represented to come to a balance hétpowerful, industrialized nations.
We negotiated various opportunities concerningniimaber of added seats, the extension
of veto power, and different rotation systems, \Wwteasure a fair allocation of seats.

Due to the wide range of conflicting interests, tbisal of most states to compromise
on this topic and particularly the repeated usehefr veto power by the permanent
members, we were not able to adopt a resolution.

However, the simulation of the Security Council wagreat opportunity to prepare
ourselves for New York and practice the procedside of the United Nations and gave
us once again the chance to slip into the skimofteer country.
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5. The UN Study Tour in New York City
“There is something in the New York air that maklesp useless.”

This quote by Simone de Beauvoir probably descriagstime in New York the best.
We were given two short weeks for an intensive gogthat provided us with incredible
skills and experiences — in the city that neveede The informal motto of conferences
goes as follows: “The first one, who falls aslelyses.” Angela Merkel, the German
chancellor, is known as the “sleep camel” who cadays with just a few hours of sleep
during marathon weeks of diplomacy. Our delegdliad to suffer this fate as well.

Apart from the United Nations (UN) Headquartersjohitwas our main aim during that
time, there were countless opportunities offeredeiplore New York culturally,
culinary, and architecturally. Especially the impatJewish migration can be seen in a
variety of areas everywhere in New York City, imsyg us all.

The Study Tour, which was much influenced by thst{2915 development agenda, was
a prelude to our trip. UN diplomats and civil sertsagave us a unique insight to share
their knowledge and experience with us in an opemstructive, and personal
atmosphere. There could not have been a more tlorand helpful preparation for the
upcoming conference.
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5.1 Briefing on Counter-terrorism

On the first day of our study tour in New York wadhthe opportunity to meet Mr.
Mattias Sundholm, who works for the United Nations Security Coun€@bunter-
Terrorism Committee (CTC) Executive Directorate EDJ. Mr. Sundholm gave us a
comprehensive overview over the work of the UN eoning counter-terrorism.

He started by explaining that although no univéysalcognized definition of terrorism
exists, there are 19 international legal instrumevitich clearly define “terrorist acts” in
various areas. The reason for the lack of a urdbetsfinition of terrorism is simply
because of various perspectives; “one man’s tstrigrianother man’s freedom fighter.”

Although terrorism is a global scourge, today, adicm to Sundholm, there are seven
areas more heavily affected by terrorism: (1) Afgktan/ Pakistan; (2) Syria/ Iraq; (3)
Yemen; (4) The Sinai Peninsula; (5) Libya; (6) NigAVest Africa; (7) Somalia/East
Africa. Terrorism has existed for thousands of geard has also been part of UN policy
from the organization’s early days. But the workled UN changed in the wake of the
9/11 attacks when CTC was created. UN policy thmrelbped further in 2014 when the
Council adopted SC Resolution 2178 on stemmingdltve of foreign terrorist fighters
(FTFs). FTFs are being recruited from around thedyarespective of borders.

The UN focuses on preventive work and is not oparat like national law enforcement
or intelligence entities in its efforts to counterrorism. Its main goals include cutting
the financing of terrorist organizations, facilitef legislation against terrorism in
Member States, verifying/making recommendationsuibffective border management,
and putting an emphasis on root causes, or condit@mnducive to the spread of
terrorism, e.g. poverty, lack of education, lackwaimen’s empowerment, and human
rights violations, to mention but a few. The CTCatseabout once a month to discuss
and decide on a wide range of counter-terrorismsores. Mr. Sundholm concluded by
exemplifying the fight against ISIS financing. Thé done by following the flow of
money — where does it come from, where does ibgoThe terrorist organization that
calls itself ISIS (Da’esh) has been generatingnmedhrough various means, including
the selling of oil, kidnapping for ransom, the usk online social networks for
“crowdfunding”. Since ISIS (Da’esh) is very innowe in terms of creating revenue, this
is a very challenging task.

We would like to express our gratitude to Mr. Sumldh for his insights into this
important issue and therewith for his valuable suppf our preparation.
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5.2 Briefing on Disarmament

Another exciting opportunity in the framework ofetfunited Nations Study Tour has
been the briefing on "Peace and Security ThrougaDiament" by a member of the
Information and Outreach Branch of the United N&i©ffice for Disarmament Affairs

(UNODA).

During his presentation our Speaker expertly guiggthrough the various disarmament
initiatives focusing, against the backdrop of tipeaming high level review conferences
of the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), on existipgohibition and control regimes of
Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD). Among many otaspects, he also remarked
upon the importance of adapting new verificationl @mforcement mechanisms to the
Biological and Chemical Weapons Conventions (CW&)s to also include and bind
non-state actors by these legal instruments. Ttledaimplementation and insufficient
enforcement of existing legal frameworks with rebsr Small Arms and Light Weapons
(SALW), that are utilized in most present-day cimtél and are responsible for the vast
majority of civilian casualties, thus continue wsp a severe threat to international peace
and security that is arguably even more eminemt tha danger exerted by WMD.

Our Speaker moreover pointed out that in orderdonpte disarmament goals in the'21
century, the UN System as well as its Member Staéesl to find ways to address the
ramifications arising from terrorism more effectiveEven though the Security Council
and several commissioned subsidiary bodies haeadyjrinvested enormous efforts into
the fight against terrorism and its supportersrethis still considerable potential for
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concerted international action, including i.a. foemulation of a common definition of
terrorism or further information exchange on besicpces of dealing with terrorist
threat.

Following this comprehensive briefing our Delegatitad the exclusive opportunity to
engage with our Speaker in a more detailed dismussn issues concerning newly
emerging Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems (LAWS)vell as opportunities for
Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) to enhancestaurity environment in regional
contexts.

We deeply appreciate the professional insightsSpaaker provided us with and would
therefore like to express our gratitude for theumble time he committed to our
preparation for National Model United Nations 2015.

5.3 Briefing on Legal Affairs

During the UN Study Tour, we were very gratefulltave an enlightening briefing
presented by MrMarkus Pallek, an official from the UN Office of Legal Affairs
(OLA).

After a brief introduction of the history and sttui@ of OLA, Mr. Pallek presented to us
the changing functioning of OLA from the perspeetinf a jurist. With regards to our
topic “Sustainable Development in the Arctic”, wiplrticular focus on the current ice
melting issue in UNEP, Mr. Pallek introduced totbe arctic regime in international



UN-FORUM 1/2016 39

maritime law area. Visible progress has been madedent years. Although in some

Member States, domestic law, instead of bindingrivdtional treaties, is still the main

approach towards arctic protection. He also cordudne important cause of such
situation is different pursuits of interest in eiihg the seabed. Furthermore, under the
topic of ratification and implementation of intetioaal law, he remarked that as an
advisory organ, OLA is rather practical and goadiored to promote the implementation

of UN conventions. Comparing to direct legal instants such as GA resolutions,

indirect, non-official and more flexible means @balso make substantial progress.

Thirdly he mentioned, international law does naystill but is always developing itself.

From comparing changing views of the Internatio@alurt of Justice between the
Kosovo conflict and Crimea crisis, he remarked bften considered more important, to
reach a practical solution, even though sometirnagpdses should be made.

Lastly, as to the question, how to understand “RtdResponsibility to Protect, in terms
of the conflict between state sovereignty and ptmie of human rights, Mr. Pallek
remarked, that the concept does not constitutga kasis for humanitarian intervention
outside the framework of the UN Charter. Intervemtactivities are only allowed under
the limited conditions set forth in the Charter amdly when the responsibility of human
rights protection has shifted from the state toitiernational community.

We would like to thank Mr. Pallek for his informedi presentation. It was not only a
great help for our conference, but also a greaiclement that has broadened our
knowledge of international legal affairs.
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5.4 Briefing on Children and Armed Conflict

During our UN study tour, MsStephanie Tremblay, Communications Officer at the
Office of the Special Representative of the Secye®eneral for Children and Armed
Conflicts, briefed the FU Delegation on the pratattof children affected by conflict
situations at United Nations (UN) level.

Foremost, Ms. Tremblay opened the lecture by givimg historical overview of how the
work of the Office of the Special Representativgare She outlined the influence of the
effort of children’s rights activist Graga Machehavspent three years travelling around
the world while studying the effect of war and Highting its surpassing asymmetric
affects on the most exposed members of societisely children. In 1996, the results
of Graga Machel, which are published in the regbrpact of Armed Conflict on
Children” were followed by an international outcryhe mandate of the Special
Representative for Children and Armed Conflict wesated by the General Assembly
(resolution A/RES/51/77), equipping it with a fif)mework to tackle violations against
children.

Subsequently, Ms. Tremblay expound on six graviatiams affecting children in times
of conflict as follows: recruitment and misuse dfildren, killing and maiming of
children, sexual violence against children, attamkschools and hospitals, abduction of
children, and the denial of humanitarian acces® flitst five of these violations are
triggers to list parties to conflict in the annugport of the Secretary-General on children
and armed conflict. To eliminate violations, thefi€f is of pivotal importance by
monitoring, and reporting grave violations. Furthere, it is engaged in dialogue with
parties on conflict and promotes Action Plans wlithm to halt and impede abusements.
This implies the capacity to work and collaboratthwmportant stakeholders within the
UN system, regional organizations, and membersstate their civil society. Thanks to
this approach, grave violations of children in o conflict decreased significantly and
are no longer considered legal.

Nevertheless, with reference to the 2015 annuabrteqf the Secretary-General and
having the complexity of every single conflict airamind, Ms. Tremblay disclosed that
fifty-seven parties in 15 of the 23 conflict sitieais are listed in the report's annexes,
including seven countries whose Government fort#sise and recruite children. Prior
to this trend, the Office of the Special Repredargaor Children and Armed Conflict
launched the “Children, not Soldiers” Campaignafiaboration with the United Nations
International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEFheTaim of this initiative is to
impede and finally end the use of children via Goweent forces by the end of 2016.
Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic of the Conlgganmar, Somalia, South Sudan,
and Yemen signed Action Plans while negotiatiorth Budan are ongoing. Chad can be
mentioned as a decisive case: following the sufessplementation of its Action Plan,

it was delisted from the annual report in 2014.
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Answering our questions, Ms. Tremblay concludes dieapite the existing struggles of a
difficult and crucial topic, the work of the Officef the Special Representative for
Children and Armed Conflict is of utmost importarered bears remarkable fruits. We
would like to express our deep appreciation antitgde to Ms. Tremblay for drawing
our attention to a challenging topic and for pravifus with a fascinating and detailed
overview.

15:00-18:00

DPI/SCD: Brieﬁn%-
Freie Universitat Berlin -
GPU [Closed]

5.5 Briefing on Sexual Violence in Conflicts

This briefing dealt with a challenge of interna@brconcern that is a crosscutting issue
with political, legal, gender, human rights, cuétiipolitical and economic repercussions.
During the briefing, MsLa NeiceCollins described how rape and conflict-related sexual
violence caused physical, psychological, economid social trauma, leaving many
victims ostracized by their communities with littee no support network. Children born
of rape were often stigmatized as well and facbiak future with few prospects.

In order to combat rape used as a weapon of wanyst be treated with the same gravity
as any other war crime or human rights abuse. Rap be criminalized in the penal
code, authorities must have the training and ttwiavestigate and document cases and
perpetrators must be held accountable through waintials.

Sexual violence in conflict does not happen in euvan, however. This crime is rooted
in a lack of respect for women’s rights; if womendagirls are not respected in
peacetime, they will not be protected during waorign must be politically, socially
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and economically empowered to participate at aléle of society and to be part of
decision making bodies at all levels of government.

Recognizing that women and girls are disproportelgaaffected by conflict-related

sexual violence and that this crime is a peace saudrity issues, in 2000 the United
Nations Security Council adopted Resolution 1325ckitaid the groundwork for the

Women, Peace and Security agenda in the intershttammunity. This resolution was
followed up by a series of resolutions to help regtben the mandate, including
Resolution 1888 which established the Office of Becial Representative of the
Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict.

The key to combating sexual violence in conflictasassist countries in strengthening
their rule of law and legal frameworks to providéasis on which to prosecute such
crimes and build their technical capacity to iniggge and bring perpetrators to trial to
end impunity for acts of conflict-related sexuablence. The message must be sent that
women are not second-class citizens and when ttighits are violated the government
and international community will not turn a blingee National ownership is a key
ingredient to make lasting change because itimately the government’s responsibility
to protect its citizens.

Ms. Collins vividly and comprehensively illustratedxual violence in conflict in all its
complexities during our briefing. We would like ¢éapress our gratitude to Ms. Collins
for sharing her knowledge and time with us.
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5.6 Briefing on Financing for Development

As an expert in the development field, iver Schwank— development economist at
the Financing for Development Office - guided usotigh the history of the Financing
for Development debate and the Post-2015 DevelopAganda. He specified that these
two different processes have slightly differentians of development behind them, but
are now merging.

Starting with the history of Financing for Developnt, Mr. Schwank pointed out that
the main place of discussions on global financaigetplace at the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund. Nevertheless, thesaftthe debate can be dated back to
1970 when an amhbitious initiative from the courstrié the South made a broad attempt
to rethink the shape of the global economy and hwstitutions could be made more
favorable to achieve an improvement for developingntries. The outcome was the
2002 Financing for Development Conference whictdpoed the Monterrey Consensus
on Financing for Development, a broad agenda thalsdvith how the world can finance
development in developing countries. Previous UNcuksions were centered on
developing countries that are being supplied wibnemic aids from the North. Since
Monterrey, developing countries have resumed resbiity in their own development.

Mr. Schwank thinks that the first priority to ecomic development is to bring forth as
much own resources of a country domestically asiples The Official Development

Assistance (ODA) and its importance in the debataraindicator of international aid
flow have also been mentioned. The contributionaidffrom other countries should be
relatively small for economies to be successfulrddwer, the international community
has to rethink how to relieve the debt on the dmpiah countries to help them boost
their economic success. It also needs to develbpoad financing for Development
agenda to address the stability of the internatibnancial system and the coordination
of macroeconomic policies which were set back suttitly after the impact that the
global financial crisis had on developing countries

For the second part of the briefing, he elaboratethe Post-2015 Development Agenda
and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) asaflgdgrocess to the Financing for
Development discussions. The expiring Millenniunclaeation of 2000, consisting eight
Millennium Development Goals (MDG), was a combiaatof efforts at the UN to re-
emphasize the social aspects of development arettyat the international agenda. Mr.
Schwank proceeded to explain the upcoming Sustigin@bvelopment Goals (SDG)
which will replace the MDGs. They are a broadernaigethat focuses not only in
economical and socials aspects, but also in enwvieotal aspects. Focusing on
sustainable development, the SDGs tackle all cmsnémd not just the developing ones,
implying a transition to all economies.

Furthermore, the broader agenda of these goalshawlé immense implications on the
economy, a more complex system to estimate fingrisiralso required. The ODA is in
the core of the SDG compact, but with limited reash there is a need for a much
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broader range of financing. In this framework, Mchwank elaborated on the meaning
of a holistic vision of financing where domestiauses, private finance, international
private finance, and ODA are being contemplatethersame pane.

Mr. Schwank finally told us to be attentive of tiéernational Conference on Financing
for Development which will be held in July 2015 anil build on the basis compact of
Monterrey. We want to express our gratefulness to $¢hwank for his outstanding
support and for sharing his knowledge and expeeievith us. His briefing was certainly
a very valuable step of our preparation for thef@amce.

5.7 Briefing on Environment

On the last day of our study tour, we got the chamaclisten to Mr.Dan Shepard an
officer of the UN Department of Public Informatiogiving a deeper insight into the
UN’s work on Sustainable Environment.

As there are three important meetings coming ug ybiar, Mr. Shepard told us that
preparations for those events are already well mvale Starting with the International
Conference on Financing for Development in Addisad in July, the special Summit
on a new ‘Sustainable Development Framework’ in N@nk in September and, last but
not least, the Climate Change Conference in Pai@ecember, Mr. Shepard noticed that
2015 is a crucial year setting the world’'s course & sustainable future. Since these
events are not only putting a development agendd@iiable but are also bringing up
environmental issues, Mr. Shepard sees a greaaceHor success than in former years.
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Although it will be shown, especially in Paris, thhe countries’ commitments will not

be enough to limit climate change to 2 degreesi@glshe agreement there will be a
positive baseline demonstrating the direction weukh strive for. Considering various

individual commitments, e.g. from China and the &dS,well as the private sector, in
which green economy is becoming increasingly paptie expressed his confidence on
already being on the right track.

When asked about the role of civil society in primgand establishing environmental
issues, Mr. Shepard affirmed that since the involet of civil society in the Rio
Declaration on Environment and Development in 1982role has continually been
growing and cannot be overestimated, as only @uitiety addresses issues which
neither politicians nor the media is pleased taabho In this respect he believes civil
society is an essential party and one of the dgifances in the context of ‘Sustainable
Environment'.

He also put special emphasis on listening to th®ws views and positions of countries
in the negotiations. While Australia, Japan andn@ay (through the EU) stand out
amongst the developed countries, China, India araiBas well as South or Central
American countries like Bolivia and Nicaragua rejem strong negotiation partners
from the developing countries. A similar divisiarta those two sides, namely the ‘rich’
countries on the one hand and the developing desntn the other hand, could be
depicted during negotiations at the UN.
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Finishing his briefing with praise for the MDGs|llogg it ‘one of the best development
initiatives ever considering it from how many peoplave been reached’, Mr. Shepard
pointed out, that even though there are a lot iofghwaiting to be done, progress has
been made in every area.

We want to express our gratefulness for Mr. Shefardpending his time, for all the
useful information and a really enriching briefing.

5.8 Briefing by the Permanent Mission of Israel tdhe United Nations

From the very beginning, we knew that represerisngel would be a challenging task.
Therefore, we were lucky enough and glad to meeember of the Permanent Mission
of Israel to the United Nations, despite of theisy agenda. MsHadas Meitzad,
Political Counsellor at the Permanent Mission, gavean overview of her work, shared
her experience, and provided us with great, pralciidormation and advices for being
an Israeli diplomat. In retrospect, the sound perémce of our team during the National
Model United Nations (NMUN) Conference is attrithigato her briefing.

Development issues are a primary concern for thaelis mission. Ms. Meitzad
emphasized the Mission’s effort at the General Addg Second Committee and
referred to examples of Israeli work on promotiegder equality and women rights and
its protection on a global scale. Another mainapithf Israeli endeavor is the promotion
of a resolution on the power of entrepreneurshipl@velopment. The idea derived from
the desire to best utilize Israel’s knowledge apdt Ipractices on this matter. Despite
being a relatively small mission, the Israeli missin New York does its utmost to be
present and active in as many forum and discussilated to the “positive agenda”
especially in the field of sustainable development.

However, Ms. Meitzad mentioned that unlike othessiun, Israel faces many challenges
due to the fact that the Arab-Israeli conflict &g dragged into various discussions in
the UN. Some states are following the idea, thiatel should not be treated as a normal
country until the political conflict in the regias solved. Ms. Meitzad emphasized, that
this is counterproductive. The conflict should eathe discussed in Jerusalem or at the
relevant forum at the UN such as the Security Cibuhat shouldn’t be brought into
each and every other discussion which takes placthea UN. Arab countries are
continually trying to block Israeli contributionsuch as resolutions on agriculture and
entrepreneurship, despite that the majority of @eneral Assembly’'s Member States
were voting in favor. Furthermore, numerous imbedghresolutions were issued against
Israel, while there is just a single resolutionuttibe ongoing civil war in Syria. This led
to the fact that the UN is very much biased andoatiinced against Israel.

Subsequently to her lecture, Ms. Meitzad revedetl trepresenting Israel at the NMUN
Conference would be a challenging task for us. @bdicated a lot of time to our
questions and provided us with great advices. Tivthem stood out and are needed
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during the negotiations: If someone wants to dis¢be Arab-Israeli conflict, we have to

point out that this subject is not part of our watkthe committee and should rather be
discussed at the Security Council. Moreover, weulshdocus ourselves on a set of

values - especially issues on education, sustdityalievelopment, and equality should

be seen as the main pillars of Israeli foreigngyadind not countries.

We would like to thank Ms. Meitzad for her greatieling briefing and appreciate her
openness. The insight, given to us with the helpeaflecture in this decisive part of
Israeli policy regarding the UN and the post-2088rala, formed an important part of
our preparation. Additionally, Ms. Meitzad’s adwceere a cornerstone and helped us
creating a strong start in the negotiations atNkBJN Conference.

5.9 Guided Tour of the United Nations

Being in New York and taking part in NMUN 2015was a must for us to take a tour
through the United Nations Headquarters. Complétad 1948-1952 at the East River
waterfront the building of the United Nations Headders has been an important sign
for New York City, but also for the promotion ofgm and security in the world since
the early years of the United Nations.

The building has been subject to profound renowaiticthe last couple of years, which
has limited the access of previous NMUN delegatibosky for us the whole renovation
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process was finished in the beginning of 2015, amdtherefore had the pleasure of
visiting the completely new renovated building.

As part of the tour we were introduced to the UhiMations, not only through factual
information, but also through different exhibitiorslated to the work and the cultural
diversity of the of the organization. Among othesgveral deformed artifacts from
Hiroshima and Nagasaki were exposed as emotiomabayg of the terrifying and
devastating consequence of nuclear weapons arichffatance of the United Nations
efforts to denuclearize the world.

Our tour through the Headquarters also took ushé& dhambers of four of the six
principle organs of the United Nation; the Genés$embly Hall, the Security Council
Chamber, the Trusteeship Council Chamber and thendbsic and Social Council
Chamber. The United Nations value openness andcpattess, but the Headquarters is
also an active workplace where Heads of Statesassaldors and diplomats meet every
day. At the time of our visit the Security Coungids in a closed meeting, which for us
unfortunately meant, that we could not access g8y Council Chamber. We did
however see the chambers of the three other organs.

Especially seeing the size and all the countryssefathe General Assembly Hall gave us
the feeling of how inclusive and important — buscakhallenging — the work of the
United Nations is.
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5.10 Visit to the Museum of Tolerance

The Museum of Tolerance brings the visitor facdatm®e with problems such as racism,
discrimination and genocide by displaying intensetexhibitions. It deals with both
historic and recent events and poses many questions

At the beginning of our visit, we played the “GamfAssumptions” with our two
museum guides because research shows that pedpleeed the first 7 seconds to make
11 assumptions about another person. This is impioto understand how prejudice
comes into existence. Afterwards we watched awdiictory video about the power of
words and how politicians on the one hand used tiverds to create hope among
peoples and on the other hand spread hatred andrsu®ur delegation discussed
whether negative words and utterances influencearg than positive ones. We found
out that tolerance plays an active role and thetkiés more effort to remember positive
events than negative events.

Right next to the screen, many propaganda andotypee images were depicted. This
showed the role of perception and advertisemenhamadeasily the power of images can
be abused to devalue minority groups. Then we weettie Point of View Diner, where
we watched a video about hate speech. After hadisgssed the balance between hate
speech and free speech, we watched another mbvieslabout refugees and it was at
the Millennium Machine, where we could answer qoestby pressing buttons.

Before we watched the final movie, we saw the arteanly artifact that the Museum of
Tolerance owns. It is an old radio from Nazi Gergpndack then, radios were given out
to families for free to spread Nazi propaganda.nTive watched a movie on genocides



50 UN-FORUM 1/2016

in the 20st centuries. It took a moment for alliefto reflect everything we had seen at
the Simon Wiesenthal Center. As we left, we st hdiscussions and thoughts about
what we can do as individuals to make the worlétéeb place and show tolerance.

We would like to express our gratitude for tBémon Wiesenthal Center for its
encouragement to deal with the mentioned issuesf@nds support of our NMUN
preparation.

6. Israel at the NMUN 2015 Conference, 22-26 Marck015

For over five months, our delegation has worked puegared itself intensively in order
to represent Israel at the National Model Unitedidsis (NMUN) Conference at New
York City. Thanks to the great briefings by dipldmat our Study Tour, we were more
than ready and perfectly prepared for the ConfereAs a part of the conference, the
NMUN program offered additional seminars relatedmedia in international affairs,
violent extremism, disarmament, and the interactibprivate and nonprofit sectors for
social impact. Outstanding experts broadened orizdis and encouraged us to widen
our vision. Moreover, we became familiar with thdes of the procedure to facilitate
effective workings in each committee.

The Opening Ceremony took place at the SheratotroBal where students from
various universities and countries were gatherind attending the speech of Mr.
Michael Eaton, Executive Director of the National Collegiate @mence Association.

With a firm reference, Mr. Eaton pointed out thespl role we play and that we will
leave the NMUN experience with ,the insight neetledbecome better global citizens
and the next generation of international leaders.”
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For a project of these dimensions, the NMUN confeeehad a very tight timescale. The
negotiations were set up early with the officiaincoittee sessions and ended often late
in the night in informal meetings and caucusesaddition to that, our delegation held
unscheduled meetings, in order to share and refleoexperiences and discuss problem-
solving perspectives. During the Conference, odegidion represented Israel at the
following United Nations committees and agenciesn&al Assembly First Committee,
General Assembly Second Committee, General Asserbigd Committee, United
Nations Environment Programme, United Nations H@bmmissioner for Refugees
Committee, United Nations International Childrerfsind, and the United Nations
Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations (C-34)

6.1 Israel at the General Assembly First Committee
represented by Sven Briinner and Lena Ens

Committee Short Overview

The First Committee on Disarmament and InternatiQegurity is one of the General
Assembly’s six main bodies. It deals with globalalbbhges and threats to the
international community, seeking to promote, essabhnd subsequently maintain peace
while simultaneously preventing further weapondifr@ation. The Committee includes
all UN Member States and closely collaborates i United Nations Disarmament
Committee and the Geneva-based Conference on Gssnt. The scope of issues on
the Committee’s agenda ranges from issues concem@apons of mass destruction
(WMD) to small arms and light weapons (SALW) toengint emerging technologies as
well as threats posed by cyberspace and outer sgtudies.

Committee Report

The three topics on the agenda before the Commitee:
I. Prohibiting Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems
Il. The Control of Biological Weapons in Today's Nirn Era
Ill. Confidence-Building Measures in a Regional &ubregional Context

Our work began months before the actual conferehoeng the intense preparatory
seminars at FU Berlin and continued in the follagvimiefings during the UN study tour.

On the flight to New York and in the hotel we kept reading other nations’ Position
Papers to find out which delegations could be diigsaduring the conference. When
NMUN started with the first session on the rulepmfcedure, we used the opportunity to
approach other delegations in the hallway befock after the session. By that time we
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had already realized that most nations preferreddgbate on topic number one,
concerning Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems (LAVESEn though we believed
that a debate on enhancing Confidence Building Measwould have fostered a more
fruitful peace initiative, we quickly adapted otirasegy to engage with as many partners
as possible and convince other delegations of wemapping interests.
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LAWS are an emerging though not yet existent teldgyothat is expected to be ready
for deployment in the foreseeable future. As of nbawever, there is no internationally
recognized definition of LAWS. From the beginning t was obvious that the very
definition of LAWS as well as their utilization wéeavily contested. Being among the
leading nations in technological innovations, idahg military research and

development, we quickly approached the delegates the other leading states in this
field, among them the five Permanent Members of Seeurity Council. The United

States of America proved to be one of our closestnprs from the very beginning.
Apart from that, we also established close tied wéveral other nations including India,
with which Israel shares numerous research anchipeiinitiatives.

During the whole conference we demonstrated Isaeferall willingness to collaborate
with any other nation on this important issue, Wwhielped us to share our goals with
numerous other delegations. In order to work withmany nations as possible, we used
the time during the formal sessions to write lsttey other delegations. During the
informal sessions we decided to always take owapthwith us to be visible to other
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delegations, and also split up often in order tk ta other nations and contribute to
working papers at the same time. Thus, from ary stalge of the conference we engaged
in drafting several working papers while simultamgy trying to convince still
undecided delegations to support our ideas.

One of our main concerns was to make fellow deteggaee the benefits of research and
development of emerging technologies. Our effartsed at showing that a ban or even a
moratorium on scientific activity would deliberataindermine technological evolution
and prevent the international community from hasimes the benefits of autonomous
systems, e.g. in health-care, life support or resuissions. More importantly though, in
accordance with our guiding principle of politicahgagement, we pushed for the
creation of regional offices associated with UNOB¥at would enhance transparency
and mutual trust regarding LAWS. We managed to icamevour major allies that by
including Confidence Building Measures which wouklbtdress regional threat
perceptions and enhance security regimes, we gmaildther nations to vote in favor of
our draft resolution. Through this we significantigntributed to our overall goal of
enhancing regional security and deepen regionklmmiation in the Middle East, as well
as in any other conflict-torn region worldwide.

On the third day of the Conference it became dieair some of the numerous existing
working papers should be merged in order to gappsu for the upcoming voting
procedure. The process of merging itself turnedt@ite highly demanding since many
parties’ perspectives and interests had to be takenaccount without watering down
the essence of the proposition. Eventually we cooltvince like-minded delegations to
merge their papers with two of the documents theabhad sponsored. In order to achieve
this aim, we gathered with the other leading natiofi these merging papers in an
overnight working session to line out the detaifstlie combined working papers.
Finally, two of our sponsored resolutions were gata in the plenary session.

By the end of the Conference we were quite exhdusieenormously satisfied with the
productive work of the Committee. Especially chadimg during the debates in GA First
was that we, as representatives of Israel, wereoapped by several delegations in an
unfriendly way, which gave us a direct impressidnttee tough work Israel's real
diplomats face on a daily basis. We dealt with Byissticking to the topic on the agenda
and keeping an open, constructive dialogue withiaterested delegation. Overall, we
were able to find strong support and reach consensith crucial partners and
significantly influenced the formulation of two mstions. We are honored to have had
the opportunity to participate in such lively dedsatengage with talented young people
and experience first-hand the challenges of diptmnecanduct.
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6.2 Israel at the General Assembly Second Committee
represented by Maria Fernanda Bravo Rubio and Kidemkman

Committee Short Overview

The General Assembly Second Committee is one ofithenain committees that shape
the General Assembly. The General Assembly is drtheosix principal organs of the
United Nations system. The GA Second has its facudmacroeconomic policy issues,
including international trade, the internationalnafncial system, external debt
sustainability, and financing for development”. TBA Second has the power to create
policies and legislate for the UN, but also it Iselpith the realization of these norms
within the Member States. On general UN-issues, @fe Second works on the
reinvigoration of the GA and its working methodr;, éxample the work of narrowing the
number and the length of draft resolutions. Furtiee the GA Second may summon
conferences related to development goals and alsioside events, like a dialogue with
the UN Regional Commission on the assignment ohdgdatems. Besides, the GA
Second has the power to convene the Secretary-8etaegive reports on important
agenda issues.
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Committee Report

After six months of preparation in Berlin, inteng®@up work and enriching UN Study
Tour, we were more than thrilled to put all of qureparation to the test the following
days ahead of us and make the most out of thisiaregportunity.

We took the initiative of starting to network witthe other delegations after the
conclusion of the Rules of Procedure. This stepemegain contact to talking partners
for the future. By the time of the Opening Ceremareyhad already gained insight of
potential allies. We were inclined to connect wilose delegations whose Position
Papers coordinated with our own prospects.

Finally it was time, after the Opening Ceremonyy, finst formal session began; with our
goal to set the agenda straight. There was no iyajon the voting, so the Chair
followed the order given by the background guide:

I. Women in Development
Il. The Impact of Migration on Development

Ill. Adapting to Globalization: The New InternatainEconomic Order and the
Green Economy

We put our heart on the first topic, Women in Depahent, and throughout the whole
conference, we dealt with the same issue. The m&ron why this topic was our

priority was because it went in line with Israddslief of gender based equality since its
inception.

Delegations instantly gathered to start working working papers. We formed an
alliance with one of the biggest constellations @sdumed an active position. All
delegations were very open and inclined to heautathee multifaceted proposals. This
alliance grew to consist of about 40 Member Statesin order to be more efficient,
states divided themselves into smaller groups, #iorm 5 nations to further discuss the
issues.

Nevertheless, even though it was beneficial forws,were a bit confused that some
delegations did not assume their real positionstfis reason, the great group dissolved
and every individual group of nations that had fedhwrote their own working papers
and was able to thoroughly bring in their own pexgp. For Israel, this meant focusing
on women’s labor in the agricultural sector, fastgrof education, health and means to
work against violence against women and keepingmind our groundbreaking
resolutions Resolution on Agricultural Technology for Developing2011) and
Entrepreneurship for Development (A/RES/67/202)

Naturally, our goal was for Israel to be a sporafamain draft resolutions. Overall this
process took a lot of effort and attention to msilee that our points were considered and
not left out.
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After doing a room check to discuss and get to krbe interests of the different
working papers from the different groups of cowgrio find out if we could participate
and be signatories of a promising working paper,engaged with the delegation of
Azerbaijan and Russia on a (first) small workingpgraon the role of women in
participating in the sustainable development ofaéion, so improving their capacities
and motivation to work on the agricultural sectfith 18 working papers on the floor,
our delegations started negotiations to merge camgeals and achieve a more unified
vision of the many proposals. Our working paper gedrwith three other working
papers; these were very specific on improving labonditions of women on the
international framework and assuring equal gendeatmnent within the workplace,
governments and at home. Furthermore, it includagswio develop the micro-finance
initiatives to encourage women's entrepreneurshiig eeiterating the necessity of
existing conventions and entities collaboratinghwtite United Nations to work more
effectively and closely with Member States to pgehder equality because there is no
other more influential and significant resourcenprove social, economic and political
sustainable development measures, than the hursaurce, more specially women.

With teamwork, communication and tolerance, we rgadato create a balanced
resolution, which was approved and praised by #is. dVe were also sponsors of the
first draft resolution passed, Draft Resolution, W@ were so excited and also relieved
when this occurred. Satisfied with the accomplishingé having three Israeli sponsored
resolutions and many allies, we entered into vatiragedures.

We tried to be very active and deliver speechesftas as we could. It was an exciting
experience to stand in front of the committee alatbaate on our goals and call for
further unity between Member States for the praga#gesolutions. A definite highlight

was that Israel, represented by Maria Bravo, wasatgd the opportunity of speaking at
the General Assembly Hall at the plenary sessidih, &l nations present, to ratify the
resolutions of the GA2.

At the end of the conference, our hard work paif] fufr our position paper was
recognized as an “Outstanding Position Paper”.weswent to the front to collect our
award, we could not help but to feel very proud hodored to receive it, knowing that
our goal of representing Israel the best way péss$iad been achieved.

6.3 Israel at the General Assembly Third Committee
represented by Isa Adriane Giinther and Veronikal8oé

Committee Short Overview

The General Assembly Third Committee, also knownSasial, Humanitarian and
Cultural Affairs Committee, is one of the main coittees of the General Assembly. It is
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the largest platform for discussions about humght rstandards worldwide. Discussing
humanitarian, social and cultural issues it tries sblve international problems.

According to Articles 10 — 17 of the United Natio@harter the Committee may

“initiative studies” and “make recommendations aedeive and consider reports”. The
committee was created in order to remind MembeeSta promote human rights and to
ensure people's freedoms.

The Third Committee deals with basic freedoms aigthts of children, women,
indigenous people, refugees and other minoritieswal as matters of social
development. The committee may request other supdnited Nations bodies to make
studies for them. In addition it may hold confeeiin order to draw people's attention
to certain issues.

Committee Report

I. Development and the Rights of Indigenous People
Il. The Right to Privacy in the Digital Age
Ill. Eliminating Racial Discrimination, Xenophobé&nd Related Intolerances

Our committee work had begun even before the affistart of NMUN, as we started
with the informal talks on possible cooperationhatite delegations of the countries we
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considered as partner in the hotel lobby. During finst meeting of the committee
participants, we settled the agenda for our folimwivork during the whole competition.
The agenda was set with the priority to the isduBlionination Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related Intolerances, which wasals@riority for pursuing important
resolutions for the country we represented, Isrdbk universal aim of eliminating
ethnic, racial and related discrimination is a highpical issue for Israel's interests. This
is especially because the State of Israel undelstéme anti-Semitism as one of the
oldest forms of racism. Taking into account the faat the World Zionist Organization
recently reported that this form of racism is athiighest level since the 1930's, Israel is
appalled by the recent development. Due to theskehistory, Israel highly emphasizes
the need for tolerance and security for the Jepigdulation all over the world.

Within our committee, we worked very successfuély,we were able to define the term
anti-Semitism as a form of racism in every resolutive worked on. Moreover, with our
partner countries USA, Canada, France and also &srmnd Russia we were able to
pursue the binding international restrictions teomporate the need to teach about
tolerance towards beliefs and minorities in différeducational systems also with the
(financial and institutional) support of the UN. Wtwas also essential to us, and which
we could pursue together with our untypical partrigelarus, was a resolution on
guidelines to reduce (also anti-Semitic) discrirtimgcontent on the Internet. Thanks to
this rather untypical partner country of Israel, le@rnt that personal relations with other
delegates or original nationality affiliation, plan important role when it comes to
looking for partner or signatory countries.

To the less successful outcomes of our work, wee htavadmit, that we were not
signatories of one of the resolutions we workednast intensively. Although, we were
able to set all priorities of our agenda in thalffiresolution, we also learnt that we need
to look for more responsible and reliable (partentries.

Afterwards, we worked on the second topic “The RighPrivacy in the Digital Age”.
The State of Israel, as an IT nation, accentedthieatievelopment of ICT has touched all
sectors of economy and private lives and therdfaseof utmost importance to develop
the legal framework in order to protect the privagyindividuals and also companies.
Israel has a very comprehensive law on The RighPiiwacy in the Digital Age,
therefore it was easy for us to look for partnanntaes in the European block. On the
other hand, it was rather complicated to work witie US, which is historically our
partner country, however the US government straggedefine the right to privacy in
the digital age. While working on different resabais on cyber security, we pursued also
our hidden targets, such as transferring of Issaleiow how/ Israel's technology on
cyber security in other countries, as Israel hassttond largest density of cyber security
companies per capita on the earth. We were alsmssful to be a signatory party of one
resolution that called for creating of a special Bbdy for ICT and Internet issues.
However, in the final round we did not find enowgipporting countries in order to pass
the resolution.
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6.4 Israel at the Special Committee on Peacekeepifiperations (C-34)

represented by Teis Tonsgaard Andersen and Ledn Are

Committee Short Overview

Established on the £&f February 1965, the C-34 since then is set fwdne the salient
implications that are inherent to contemporary pkaeping missions. In accordance
with this objective, the C-34 intends to vest inyseto current debates by issuing an
annual and consensual report on the situation.

Although just created as an advisory sub-orgameéoFourth Committee of the General
Assembly, it circumcises a total of 124 Member &tah addition to several international
organizations. Mostly their participation is based their involvement in the
international afford to render peace.

Committee Report

Preparation for our Israeli duo was subsequentgnialyze the involvement of Israel in
this field. First and foremost the evident conrmttto peacekeeping was through our
neighboring countries, Lebanon and Syria, whereglegeping missions have featured
prominently in maintaining stability. Thus, we hadsolid foundation to base our
argumentation on. Taking this as a starting poiwg, then referred to the group of
themes, which were specifically elected to formsiue topics for our debate in New
York. These were:

I. Strengthening Regional Arrangements in Africa

Il. Enhancing Robust Mandate to Deal with Compleis€s
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Ill. Enhancing the Use of Technology in PeacekegMissions

The first task of our committee was to agree upensetting of the agenda — a task that
might sound easy, but caused a lot of debate. Quiptiority was Enhancing Robust
Mandates in Complex Crises, since Israel hasliasid experience with the inadequate
power of peacekeeping personnel in the Middle Eegion. Our second priority was
Enhancing the Use of Technology in Peacekeepingsidis, given that Israel is a
leading country when it comes to use and developn@ninnovative modern
technologies — experience and knowledge which cbeldranslated into Peacekeeping
Missions. Finally, our third and last priority w&rengthening Regional Arrangements
in Africa. However, with most peacekeeping operatiplaced in Africa, and the African
countries forming a large part of the Committee, kwew that it would be tough to get
our priorities through.

As foreseen all African countries spoke in favotithee agenda point involving Africa,
whereas many Western countries spoke in favouneotwo others. It was interesting to
notice the different approaches taken by the détmga Some had the priorities set in
stone, some were more flexible and some had not@#oset, but used this initial phase
to make partners and identify like-minded delegetidAfter several hours of formal and
informal exchange of view it was clear that no #pe@genda point had common
support. The closer we came on the deadline foagfemda setting, the more flexible the
delegations got. However, at the end we did nateagn the agenda, and it was therefore
set by the Chair in its initial priority, which meaStrengthening Regional Arrangements
in Africa as the first topic for discussion.

The following days were all about discussing sulrstaSince the task of C-34 is to write
a report with suggestions and recommendation nglat all aspects of peacekeeping
mission the discussions was generally very broaglt&k the approach for defining our
main interests, which were relevant for the topid avork towards incorporating them

into as many drafts reports as possible. Our pigsri were: counter terrorism,

empowerment of women and use of communication araterwnanagement

technologies.

By discussion a topic, which in its geographicalpgcwas limited to Africa, we as Israel
were more or less free from having the Middle Eastflict causing us difficulties. We
could therefore openly talk, corporate and negotisith most nations. From the very
outset we had good cooperation with the USA anddea

On this topic one would think that the membershef African Union were playing a key
role in the negotiations. This was however not ¢ase. It wasn't until the end of the
second day of negotiations that the African Uniathgred to find a common African
approach. What was interesting for the group dynamwas that the countries of the
Africa Union more or less excluded all other coigstifrom their informal talks. Thus, it
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became visible how difficult it is to coordinatedacreate common ground even within
regional groups.

The C-34 was a large committee with more than hethdelegations and limited time of

formal sessions. Therefore it wasn't easy to getmthe speakers list. We managed
however to speak four times, but with only 90 selsospeaking time, we had to carefully
weigh our words. One of our speeches, that got pesjtive responses from the other
delegations, was the following:

“Honourable Chair, distinguished Delegates,

We are glad to see so much common ground and gead ion how to improve
peacekeeping in Africa, and we especially suppoet points just made by
Ethiopia.

One of the biggest threats to peace and securitgrisrism. In order to fight
terrorism Israel believes, that we need to focupmventive measures. This is
where regional actors, such as the African Unicavénthe great advantage of
local knowledge and leverage.

We believe that concrete measures to prevent fsmorshould include:
enhanced communication and early warning systemsugh the use of mobile
devices and smartphone applications and capacitigling in border control.
The long-term goal of our efforts should be susthi@ peace building and
development and we should therefore also focusrowiding infrastructure
and water-management.

Further, we support the remarks on the benefitermpowering women in
peacekeeping, as mentioned by Argentina and Brazil.

To conclude, we believe that all African countisé®uld have a strong say in
this matter, and as say by the famous popstar &hdkioday is your day. |
feel it. You paved the way. Believe it. This tianefrica!”

Thank you!”

At the end the committee adopted eleven draft tepahich were then merged into one
final report. We sponsored two of them, and whegeagories to two others, and our

priorities were very well reflected. The adoptidnati drafts however also meant, that

some topics where dealt with several times in th& feport. The issue of coordination

and streamlining is one of the challenges thaCH#82 has also been faced in real life and
that has led to a restructure of the meetings s20d8. NMUN comes indeed close to

reality in all aspects.

Last but not least, out of the more than 110 Rosiapers submitted we received as one
of the few an award for an “Outstanding Positionpé?a This was a great
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accomplishment for us after all the hard work we pat into it during our preparation in
Berlin and a great way to finish our work in theroittee.

6.5 Israel at the United Nations Environment Progranme

represented by Aylin Mengi and Gandhi Vela Vargas

Committee Short Overview

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)the global leader on
environmental issues and plays a key role in enwiental policy, international and
local. As an official program of the United Natio(idN), UNEP is said to be the
“advocate, educator, catalyst, and facilitator” jpromoting and establishing
environmental practices and policies through prltiand civil coordination on various
levels. Besides, UNEP offers political guidanced aaluable scientific insights, and is
transmitting knowledge and information sharing awiemnmental matters. Overall,
UNEP is “the voice of the environment of the UNteys”.

Committee Report

The topics before the UNEP Committee are:
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I. Financing International Climate Change Technglotansfer;
Il. Sustainable Development in the Arctic; and
Ill. Promoting Resource Efficiency in Urban Develognt.

Our preparation began early in Berlin when we wdgeeloping a comprehensive plan
and strategy for the National Model United Natigh1UN) Conference, considering
the great importance of the topics before the UN&Rmittee with regard to the post-
2015 agenda and the upcoming COP21 in Paris. Fartne, our work included
practicing formal and informal caucusing, interagldebate and discussion, holding
speeches, and writing resolutions. Besides, we stedying the position papers of other
delegations to seek for partnerships at the conéereand were confident to witness
productive negotiations. Israel is a leader in ansble development and resource
efficiency, supports technology transfer on a gideale through its agency MASHAYV,
and is therefore committed to support internationilatives that ensure the realization
and implementation of international agreements. Weee in favor of pushing the first
topic on top of the agenda.

We arrived with a clear vision and strategy andized very soon that having a plan was
of utmost importance — conferences are about makompromises and finding
consensus against all odds and surprises. To a&cthiat; you have to be clear about your
positions and aims. However, a rushed situatioa gommittee with 193 member and
voting states calling for bloc names, forming watkigroups, and changing minds cause
the rise of a fluid dynamic process that is neithm@mageable, nor controllable, and
cannot be prepared enough in detail. The very liasfon we learned is to react and be
flexible to every occurring situation. Its applicet followed immediately, as the
negotiations started with a little surprise. Thguest of a union — formed by European
countries and our delegation in the first cauctrs set the first topic on top of the agenda
was declined by a strategic alliance of African &séhn states who voted in favor of the
third topic.

The activity at the UNEP committee was marked byumerable suspensions of the
formal caucusing which gave us a better opportunitiprm working groups in order to

discuss, debate, and finally draft resolutions. Wéze aware that Israel and its green
growth programs and technologies obliged us to om@mnational and international

interests to a broad variety of nations. Addrestiiregissue of climate change mitigation
and its sub-categories resource efficiency and rud®itlement, we promoted Israeli
achievements and willingness to cooperate in achpeeour fellow delegates.

The path continued with the conformation of a wogkigroup of states with similar

agendas. We soon found common ground with the fexhBrcooperative delegations of
Australia, China, the European Union, especialpnee, Japan, Norway, and the USA.
By splitting up during the conference to get accEssaas much Member States as
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possible, we were able to submit and be the spsrgdmwo working paper-turned-draft
resolutions. As a main Israeli and Australian apphp one paper targeted on “green
human settlements” with reference to thehannesburg Declaration of Sustainable
Development (2002)By reaffirming the integration of sustainable hwetologies and
resource efficiency within the context of futuréygdlanning, the paper concerned with
transportation and water and waste managemenbwinyy urban areas. With our second
French-Israeli working paper, which was supportgdttie G7, China, the European
Union, and India, we developed wide-ranging resewfficiency programs to establish
technology transfer, knowledge sharing, and fimagclUsing theGreen Climate Fund
and theSustainable Development Goalgenda as role models, we created new models
to ensure the “greening” and sustainable evaluabfomain pillars such as politics,
economy, society, and science with the suppoti@btobal community.

While our first working paper was focusing on therkvwith Member States on a global
scale, our second approach was a bridge origindtomg technologized states. The
evaluation of our working papers had to be combinih diplomatic excursions to other
groups in order to understand the environment efddnference and to cooperate with
any willing Member State in a productive and tamgeéénted way. The Tunisian
delegation may be seen as a prime example, whedamr second working paper as a
sponsor.

Having submitted an extraordinary amount of papess,had to start a new round of
discussion with other sponsors to merge our workiaygers. During this process, many
clauses were added by the delegations though werkaking sure that none of these
were contradictory to Israel's foreign policy. Otgreen human settlement” paper
merged with the working paper of an African andafsibloc which was led by an
approach from Madagascar and Sri Lanka, givingatarsupport and expanding our
paper even further. Our second working paper ohntdogy transfer and financing
programs was so unique that any merging processi@tgsossible.

Lastly, we started advertising our working papenéd-draft resolutions focusing on
African and Asian states to gain enough signatehiaswe needed for the voting process
to pass the draft resolutions. After four days ofking and negotiating from early in the
morning until late in the evening, our bloc’s firddaft resolutions UNEP/DR/1-10 and
UNEP/DR/1-13 included a total number of 23 peramatuuy and 24 operative clauses
and was passed by a clear majority.

From the very first beginning of the NMUN Conferenwe had a very difficult stance at
the UNEP Committee. Being ignored and even acco$édiman rights violations, we
put the advices of Ms. Hadas Meitzad, CounseltihédPermanent Mission of Israel, into
practice. Since there were only a few cases wharemain allies had to step in to
interrupt very inappropriate and biased talks, waveh been very successful in
implementing our strategy to keep those issues dowe stayed objective and
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cooperative, kept a cool head and attempted toegortivat UNEP is dealing with

environmental issues and those accusations weraf subject. Moreover, we transacted
the second advice, namely being active in “keepimg door open” to constructive
dialogue. Our collaboration with the Tunisian delégn was the best example. Overall,
representing Israel was both a challenging ancat gxperience.

The caucusing, the procedures of discussion, agdtiaéing in a cooperative way with
other delegations in order to create new solutims results to occurring international
problems have been a few of the experience we nmatle committee. It was all about
learning a great deal about debate, diplomacy,i@tedhational affairs. We are honored
and thankful to have participated in the NMUN Coefee.

6.6 Israel at the United Nations High Commissionefor Refugees Committee
represented by Antonia Binder and Pia Ernestus
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Committee Short Overview

The United Nations High Commissioner for RefugddNKICR) is an UN Agency with
its headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland and is ataddo protect and support refugees
worldwide. Its mandate is defined in the 1950 UNHGRtute. It is governed by the
General Assembly and the Economic and Social Cb(lB@OSOC). UNHCR is mostly
financed by voluntarily contributions of Member ®f& 86% of the fundings are coming
from Member States of the European Union, while &% coming from the private
sector including the general public as well as gigvfoundations and corporations.
UNHCR also receives 2% of the regular budget of theted Nations. UNHCR is
working in 123 countries worldwide and its work nsainly focusing on providing
medical supplies and emergency aid, while findingeev home for the displaced, which
are mostly victims of conflicts and persecution. IR approaches the problem in three
steps: repatriation in the home country once caditallow or, if return is not possible,
either integration in the first country of asylumresettiement to a third country.

Committee Report

Even before the National Model United Nation 20tBted with the Opening Ceremony
we attended the Rules of Procedure Training aStieraton Hotel to refresh and deepen
our knowledge about the procedure and also hadclia@ce to meet other excited
delegates from all over the world. This was alse time we met other delegations
represented in UNHCR and we started exchangingnessicards and looking for
delegations sharing our opinion about the confer@apics and the agenda setting. The
three topics that were discussed before the UN&bns Commissioner for Refugees at
the conference were:

I. The Syrian Refugee Crisis
1. Protecting the Civil, Political and SocioeconiorRights of Refugees
Ill. Protecting Refugees from Human Trafficking

As Israel has a quite strong position fighting hanteafficking we voted for topic
number 3 to be discussed first. Despite other rdiffees, the majority of Member States
chose the Syrian refugee crisis as their firstrtyi@t the agenda setting and the agenda
was set as 1, 3 and then topic 2. Our main goatesaing the agenda setting was to
avoid topic number 2 as it touched some sensiigaes in our policy. We shared the
opinion that the Syrian refugee crisis is the mogent problem and is also interlinked
with the human trafficking problem and were satdfiwith the agenda setting. The
Syrian refugee crisis entered its fourth year offlict now and an estimated 9 million
people fled their homes. The surrounding countiesstruggling with the high numbers
of refugees arriving at their borders.

Right after the voting for the agenda setting theakers list was opened and the first
Member States started to express their opinion tablm Syrian refugee crisis. All
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countries agreed that the issue was of utmost itapce and could only be tackled with
the united strength of as many states as posgifikr. the Chaits question if there were
any points or motions on the floor, almost all piats were raised immediately and we
voted upon the suspension of the meeting for indbroaucus for 45 minutes. The
motion passed and we started discussing in woriingps. We found several partners
with matching interests and we discussed our palp@nd ideas with the other states to
formulate the first draft resolution.

Our main proposals to address the Syrian refugse avere to offer vocational and
educational trainings for refugees to give themdtence to overcome language barriers
and create a better future for themselves. Thigégssary to enable the refugees to live
self-sufficient. Another of our goals was to promptograms to fight Sexual and Gender
Based Violence (SGBV) in camps settings and raigareness about this topic. We
therefore offered our expertise and know-how oncetlanal matters to the other
Member States reflecting our good experience widvipus programs of IsrdslAgency

for International Development Cooperation in the nigiry of Foreign Affairs
(MASHAV).

To find more support in our committee we expresagddeas in a speech as follows:
“Dear Chair, Honorable Delegates,

the Delegation of Israel considers it highly im@ot to set a focus on
education when addressing the Syrian Refugee Cikseping in mind that
only education gives refugees new and enrichingodppities, starting with
the overcoming of language barriers, which keepmthésolated and
disadvantaged. These skills are necessary for egfaitp become self sufficient
and independent and give them the chance to crés& own future.
Therefore, the Delegation of Israel proposes tovigle vocational and
educational trainings for refugees and offers itgeartise on educational
matters to make these efforts as far reaching asipte.

We are now working together with a group of stateduding the United
States, Denmark, Ethiopia and many more to tadidsd issues as best as we
can. With a system focusing on Sustenance, Safétiz@ucation there will be
change in the lives of these refugees and we iallifdember States to come
and work with us and join our efforts

As main sponsor we feel gratified about being ableonstitute our ideas and thoughts
into the draft resolution. In the end our resolutassed with a clear majority. Overall
the conference was a challenging, but really edoralt and exciting time. It was a
privilege and at the same time an honor to be @bitepresent Israel as a delegate at the
NMUN conference. We are proud and feel accomplishbdut the rather positive
reaction we have received for our efforts.
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6.7 Israel at the United Nations Children’s Fund
represented by Viktoria Neubelt and Yifan Zhang

Committee Short Overview

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is thrdy committee within the United
Nations (UN) that advocates for the rights of a@ldand equates the rights of the child
with sustainable development. UNICEF has both anative role in devising and setting
international standards, and an operational raleechout at field level in areas such as
emergency relief and rehabilitation; health; nignif education; water and sanitation; the
environment; child protection; and gender issuasdevelopment. To meet the mandate
by the General Assembly, UNICEF can work in cocatiion with other UN programmes
and committees, other humanitarian agencies, péatlg intergovernmental
organizations. UNICEF has presence in more thancb®@tries, territories and areas,
consisting of the Executive Board, 6 Headquartdifc€3, 7 Regional Offices and 36
National Committees. Since its establishment, UNACIBcuses on the welfare of
children in at-risk areas worldwide. UNICEF taketi@ns during emergencies but also
supports developing countries to provide childretihwasic resources and to stand up
for children’s rights.

Committee Report

After the grand and very crowded Opening Ceremarey,rushed to our first official
Committee Session of the UNICEF Committee to get bst seats, which made us
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realize: NMUN starts — now! Due to the fact thatwere one of the first delegates in the
room, it was possible to already get in touch with others and to start discussing the
different preferences for the agenda setting betfoeestart of the first Formal Session.
Our three topics were:

I. Promoting Children’s Rights in National and migional Development
Agendas

1. Children and Armed Conflict: Reintegration aRdcovery
Ill. Advancing Human Development for Adolescents

We were very interested in keeping Nr. 1 on thedofhe agenda because Israel is very
active in promoting children’s rights internatidyahnd has many good campaigns and
initiatives we would have liked to share. Fortuhatave quickly found a lot of
delegations that agreed on keeping topic 1 on égpecially because we all thought
about it as a good topic to find common ground vetlery present delegation. About
topics 2 and 3, we were quite flexible, which malicussions and negotiations about
the agenda setting rather smooth. To our pleasaptise, the official agenda setting
didn't take a lot of time and the motion to set #genda in order 1-3-2, our preferred
order, passed.

With UNICEF being a rather small Committee, we srael were lucky to speak during
the first round of formal session and to present general point of view. In the
following informal consultation, we quickly foundommon ground with European
countries like Denmark, Iceland, Finland and théhidands but also Tajikistan, Saudi
Arabia and Chile and soon started to develop aeminfor our working paper. It
included a very broad and all-encompassing apprtacrengthen children’s rights in
every aspect of life. Germany, Belarus and Kazakhsspecially focused on health
issues which also included the global promotiobrefastfeeding, so we soon agreed that
they work out a paper that specializes on the hesdpect and the big group around
Denmark, the Netherlands and Israel covers altébewith the intention to merge later
and being signatories/sponsors of one another’s-gBbe-draft-resolution. Parallel to
that, both of our groups continued to try findingrenand more sponsors while keeping
one another updated all the time. In the meantitricame clear that a third working
group developed around Yemen, Oman and Afghanistan.

During the second day, all of the three groupsedato draft the working papers. Our
group focused on a very concrete draft to desighildren’s rights blue print that is

suitable but also flexible enough whenever a viotais happening or improvements
must be done. We kept close contact to the “hegthlip, to make future merging as
smooth as possible and to give all our sponsorssgmatories a good insight. Denmark
and Israel were highly active in developing ouraapt by organizing everyone’s ideas
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and requests and keeping up the communication with “health-partner” while
Tajikistan was in charge of the writing progress #ile communication with our chair.
At the end of the day, we were very glad to hanaunfirst draft.

On “Meltdown-Tuesday”, our main focus was on thédieg of our first draft. The chair
appreciated our great work but also had a lot opgsals to improve the paper. Parallel
to that, it became clear, that the third workingugr around the Arab countries developed
a very similar approach to our draft, but the comivation about a potential merging
did not go very well, both groups were too busykirg on their drafts. Moreover, the
delegation of Yemen started to attack us in onéhefr speeches, probably with the
intention to pull more signatories towards theaftiresolution. Fortunately, most of the
delegations from the other two working groups ciztd this diplomatic move and
strengthened our backs. What a great feeling thatany countries did not hop onto the
“Palestinian-war-train”, but relied on their perabrimpression of our performance!
Nevertheless, this little dispute made further nimgrg@ven more difficult.

At the end of the day, while we were still busy ingikthe perfect draft, we had to watch
in shock, that our partner group, the “health-gfpugtarted merging with the “Arab-

group” and not with us. Due to the fact that wetkie health-group involved all the
time, it was quite a big disappointment and “MeltdeTuesday” very much deserved its
name.

The next day, when it came to the final vote, wa tao good papers basically
everybody agreed with, so both of them passed nathiotes against and we all felt very
relieved and happy that in the end, everyone’stgveek became a proper resolution.

7. Closing Ceremony at the NMUN 2015

Two exceptional weeks have passed by. Two weeksvhith we expanded our
knowledge with the help of enriching briefings dgrithe Study Tour. We appeared as
diplomats in a demanding and exceptional confererepeesenting the position of Israel
and discovered both New York and ourselves. Youddcaot ask for a better practical
experience and insight on the international scétigedJnited Nations.

The referendum on the elaborated resolutions aedClbsing Ceremony formed the
conclusion of the conference which was held in General Assembly at the United
Nations Headquarters. The hard work during the ezemice paid back twice as much:
All the resolutions our delegation took part in eerccepted by a large majority. Other
than that, the achievements of the Delegation dutie conference got acknowledged
with a ,Honorable Mention®, followed by two othewards for “Outstanding Position

Papers”.
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This day was meant to end exceptionally, too. Thal fspeaker turned out to be the
Secretary-General of the United Nations Ban Ki-maomd he addressed us, the
delegates. In a captivating speech, he drew tleatath to the 70th anniversary of the
UN and its importance in global processes: the dvaduld be an unsafe world without

the UN. These changes and improvements were achteveugh political agreements,

international cooperation, and solidarity. And owligh this peaceful and beholden way,
current conflicts can be solved and problems cariegrthe future can be managed and
accomplished. Only this way the goals set in thet-2015 Development Agenda, which
replace the MDGs, and the new climate treaty of @®P21 in Paris can be

implemented.

The Post-2015 Development Agenda requires our taitenour assistance, and our
implementation. With a plea that stresses the itapoe of our role in this process, the
Secretary-General finished off his speech: “Nowall ®n you to transform your
understanding into action. The United Nations igryglobal platform. [...] Let us join
forces and advance together to the future we want.”
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Article in Die Welt: Am Ende geht es immer um den Mhostkonflikt, 24 April 2015
Von Eva Lindner (http://www.welt.de/140025891)

Bei "Model United Nations" simulieren Studenten allsr Welt die Arbeit der
Vereinten Nationen. Die Berliner Delegation verttesmal Israel. Schnell lernte sie,
was es heildt, isoliert zu sein.

Als Isa Adriane Giinther bei einer Demonstrationegegntisemitismus in Berlin eine
Israelfahne in die Luft hielt, ahnte sie noch nietie wegweisend diese Geste sein sollte.
Viel habe sie sich damals nicht dabei gedacht]@igahre alte Studentin wollte einfach
ein Zeichen gegen Diskriminierung setzen.

Heute findet sie diesen Zufall lustig. Denn danediste sie nicht, dass sie ein halbes Jahr
spater wieder die Fahne Israels hochhalten wiirgsnial aber als Diplomatin der
Vereinten Nationen in New York.

Isa Adriane Giinther und 14 Kommilitonen der Freigmversitat Berlin (FU) haben
kirzlich bei dem Rollenspiel "National Model UnitBiétions" im Hauptquartier der UN
vier Tage lang Israel vertreten. 5000 Studenterdauganzen Welt kommen jedes Jahr
in New York zusammen, um die Arbeit der UN zu siengdn. Dabei reprasentiert jede
Universitatsdelegation eine Organisation oder @nd, das nicht das eigene ist.

FU Berlin seit 1995 dabei

Genau wie echte Diplomaten arbeiten die Studieremi&remien Resolutionen und
Berichte aus, halten Reden und stimmen tber AntBg8eit 1995 nimmt die FU Berlin
an der internationalen Konferenz teil, sie war20@rJahren die erste deutsche Uni, die
zur Simulation ins Hauptquartier eingeladen wuffgt 1999 sind auch andere deutsche
Hochschulen dabei.

Die FU hat bereits Stidafrika, die Tirkei, die Veigien Arabischen Emirate oder
Greenpeace vertreten. Bewusst habe sich die Delegatdiesem Jahr beworben, fiir
Israel einstehen zu durfen. "Nach den antisengitisén Ausschreitungen im
vergangenen Jahr und der gro3en Demonstration andBnburger Tor schien es mir an
der Zeit, dass wir uns in 'Model UN' intensiv nsitdel auseinandersetzen”, sagt Peggy
Wittke, die Betreuerin der Studenten-Gruppe.

Verstandnis fur die Politik fremder Staaten

Was bedeutet es, fir vier Tage den Ernstfall zbgmaind zu tun, als kénnte man die
Weltpolitik beeinflussen? Und wie versetzt man sictie Ziele und Positionen eines
fremden Landes hinein? An der UN-Simulation teiedumen bedeutet nicht nur, die
eigenen Vorstellungen, Vorurteile und Meinungertérisich zu lassen, sondern auch,
sich die Befindlichkeiten und Standpunkte einemffen Landes zu eigen zu machen.

Gerade zur Politik Israels, des Landes, das Delatsdiseit vielen Jahren
freundschaftlich verbunden und seit vielen Jahraghhistorisch verpflichtet ist, haben
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viele eine konkrete Meinung. Seine Politik pragt Machrichten in Deutschland. Das
Programm will nicht nur das Verstandnis fiir die ditlder Vereinten Nationen
erweitern, sondern auch fiir die Politik fremderaBta sensibilisieren.

Keine einfache Aufgabe, schlie3lich war keiner disstudentischen Delegation jemals
in Israel, nur wenige hatten sich bereits in ih®odium naher mit Israels Politik
auseinandergesetzt. "Ich kannte Israel nur aufNdehrichten", sagt Maria Fernanda
Bravo Rubio, die 20-jahrige BWL-Studentin. "Fir m&tand das Land also immer vor
allem fur den Nahostkonflikt."

In der halbjahrigen Vorbereitungsphase fiir die I€osifiz sei ihr bewusst geworden, dass
Israel mehr ist. "Israel auf den Konflikt zu redergn, wére ein fataler Fehler”, sagt sie.
"Gerade auf internationalem Parkett hat das Lamnel stiarke Stellung, was die Férderung
von Frauen, moderne Technologien und Umweltschetrzfi."

Angriffe im Umweltausschuss

Tatséachlich ging es in den Ausschissen, in dereeStdidentinnen in der nachgestellten
UN salfien, offiziell kaum um die groBen auRenpolits Themen Israels. Der
Nahostkonflikt stand in diesem Jahr nicht auf dgerda. Stattdessen diskutierten die
internationalen Studentengruppen iber ein Verlbratifiliche autonome Waffensysteme,
nachhaltige Entwicklungen in der Arktis und dieisghe Flichtlingskrise.

Doch verschont blieb die israelische Delegatiorhdksnoch lange nicht. Denn sie
musste lernen, was jeder wei3, der sich ausfiilerlictit Israel beschaftigt: Jedes Thema,
egal wie politikfern es zu sein scheint, endet teiginer Diskussion um den
Nahostkonflikt.

Am hartesten zu spiren bekam das die Politikstirdégtin Mengi. Im

Umweltausschuss war sie sich sicher, einer pdiiéisdiskussion zu entgehen. "Ich
habe mich mit Israels innovativen Ideen auseinayed@tzt, wie das Land mit
ausgekligelter Technologie trotz Trockenheit anerai Wistenstaat ein blihendes Land
macht”, sagt sie.

Doch heute weil3 sie, dass es blaudugig war, dendltevgschuss auf die leichte
Schulter zu nehmen. "Am Ende war es fur uns anesi@n”, erzahlt die 23-Jahrige.
"Wir hatten extreme Schwierigkeiten, mit der Arabisn Liga zu kommunizieren.
Albanien hat uns den Handschlag verwehrt, und diglimischen Lander haben sich zu
einer Lobby vereinigt." Nur mit Jordanien und Aggmtsei eine niichterne
Kommunikation Gberhaupt méglich gewesen. Klingt imeechten Leben.

Frustration Gber missgliickte Verhandlungen

Letztendlich hatten die studentischen Vertreteradabischen Lander jedes Thema, das
Israel hervorgebracht habe, boykottiert und mitwés auf den Nahostkonflikt
politisiert. Einen Vorschlag Israels zur Geschleafieichberechtigung wollten Pakistan
und Sudan nicht unterstitzen. "Wie kénnt ihr UbleicBberechtigung reden, wenn in
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eurem Land nicht mal Menschenrechte geachtet wetdprovozierten die Diplomaten.
Letztendlich hatten die anderen Lander bewirkts daisaels Beitrag aus der Resolution
gestrichen wurde.

Aylin Mengi ist die Frustration Gber die missgliektVerhandlungen noch immer
anzumerken. "Wir waren wahrend der ganzen Konfeisstiert und konnten nur etwas
erreichen, wenn wir Verblindete fanden. Russlanddismdrabischen Lander haben uns
permanent angegriffen. Wir konnten kaum agierer, wie standig damit beschaftigt
waren, uns zu verteidigen." Seit ihrem Ausflug i@ Welt der internationalen
Diplomatie kénne sie nachvollziehen, warum sichdsinnerhalb der
Staatengemeinschaft oftmals als Opfer sehe.

Geholfen, sich gegen die Vorwurfe zu wehren, relteen die intensive Vorbereitung.
Und die Tipps von den Profis. Im Vorfeld hat si¢h 8tudentengruppe mit den echten
Diplomaten der israelischen Botschaft in Berlirgraauch mit israelischen und
palastinensischen UN-Vertretern in New York getrofflnr Rat: Orientiert euch an
Ideen, nicht an Landergrenzen. Und: Wenn ein dighrpolitikfernes Thema mit dem
Nahostkonflikt in Verbindung gebracht wird, verwiaisrauf, dass der Nahostkonflikt
Thema des Sicherheitsrates ist.

Drei Auszeichnungen fiir FU-Delegation

Und schlieRlich reisten doch nicht alle erfolgl@xin Hause: "Mein personliches
Erfolgserlebnis war, dass ich vor 300 Leuten eiedeRn der Generalversammlung
halten durfte", erzéhlt Maria Fernanda Bravo RulhipBild sei per Video auf die
riesigen Leinwande Uibertragen worden, die sie sarsaus dem Fernsehen kennt.

Die Aufmerksamkeit habe sie mit einem Zitat voni8an Peres gewonnen: "l think
that peace should be done not only among goversnheshamong people” (Frieden ist
nicht nur eine Sache zwischen Regierungen, sorsidite auch ein Anliegen der
Menschen sein). Das sei allen in Erinnerung gebliebestatigen die Kommilitonen.
Und: Am Ende trug die israelische Delegation dersBgar noch drei Auszeichnungen
des Simulationsprogramms von New York mit nach ldanech Berlin.

Auch Lehramtsstudentin Isa Adriane Giinther, dieeimem halben Jahr in Berlin gegen
Rassismus demonstriert hatte, konnte bei einermsatmboren geglaubten Kampf nach
heftiger, stundenlanger Diskussion einen Sieg vigiene Im Komitee gegen
Diskriminierung setzte sie sich gegen die andetade®iten durch und brachte das Wort
"Antisemitismus" in einer européischen Resolutiaghunter.

Wie wichtig der Einsatz dagegen ist, weil3 sie spétes seit den Ausschreitungen in
Deutschland. Und auch in Zukunft wolle sie Israehtivon der Landkarte streichen.
Schon bald will sie hinfahren und das Land, tibergia nun so viel gelernt hat, selbst
kennenlernen.
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Freie Universitat

Participation of Freie Universitat Berlin in the
National Model United Nations conferences 1995-2015

Republic of Lithuania (1995)

Syrian Arab Republic (1996)

Kingdom of Norway (1997)

Republic of South Africa (1998), Award “Honorablesition”
The People's Republic of Bangladesh (1999)

The Republic of Turkey (2000), Award “Honorable Nien”
The Argentine Republic (2001)

The Republic of Poland (2002)

The International Council on Social Welfare (2004)

The Republic of Guatemala (2005), Award “Honord@kntion”

The United Arab Emirates (2006), “Outstanding RositPaper Award”, “Honorable
Mention”

The Kingdom of Morocco (2007), “Outstanding Positid®?aper Award’, Award
“Honorable Mention”

Japan (2008), “Outstanding Position Paper Award”
Australia (2009)

The Kingdom of Spain (2010), “Outstanding PositRaper Award”, Award “Honorable
Mention”

The Republic of Turkey (2011), Award “Honorable Men”, “Best Delegate in the
Committee Award” - Commission on Crime Preventiad &€riminal Justice

The Republic of Iraq (2012), Two “Outstanding PositPaper Awards”
Greenpeace (NMUN Latin America, 2013), “Disting@diDelegation Award”

Montenegro (2014), Award “Honorable Mention”, Tw@Uttstanding Position Paper
Awards”

Israel (2015), “Honorable Mention”, Two “OutstangdiRosition Paper Awards”
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Please contact for further information:

Peggy Wittke (Director)

Model United Nations / Model European Union
Faculty of Law, Freie Universitat Berlin

Tel.: +49 — 30 — 838 54705

E-mail: peg@zedat.fu-berlin.de
http://www.fu-berlin.de/mun
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The NMUN 2015 Delegation of Freie Universitét Bert is grateful for these awards
as they honor our preparation for and our work at the Conference and conclude a
wonderful and delighting experience.
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