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Invitation

Thursday 16 May 2013

5.00 p.m. s.t.

The Einstein Lectures Dahlem, hosted by Freie Universität 
Berlin in partnership with several external institutions, are 
dedicated to the epochal work of Albert Einstein. Einstein 
was the director of the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute of Physics 
for almost two decades.
Held in the Dahlem district of Berlin which is traditionally 
a center of scientific research, the Einstein Lectures Dah-
lem present a first-rate, interdisciplinary colloquium. The 
lectures address a broad academic public and cover vari-
ous scientific disciplines influenced by Einstein’s thought. 
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Thursday 16 May 2013
5.00 p.m. s.t.

Henry-Ford-Bau, Lecture Hall A
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Seating is limited, please pre-register by sending an e-mail to 

einladung@fu-berlin.de until 10 May 2013

Welcome
Prof. Dr. Peter-André Alt
President of Freie Universität Berlin

Introduction
Prof. Dr. Joshua Jortner
Tel Aviv University

THE UNIVERSAL AND THE PARTICULAR 
IN EINSTEIN’S WORLDVIEW
Prof. Dr. Hanoch Gutfreund 
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Following the lecture there will be a detailed discussion 
and a reception.

Abstract
Albert Einstein was, first and foremost, the architect and 
engineer of a new understanding of the physical world. At 
the same time, in numerous articles, public addresses and 
extensive correspondence, he expressed his views with cou-
rage and conviction on all the important moral, cultural, 
spiritual and sociopolitical issues on the agenda of man-
kind in the first half the twentieth century. His ideas, opin-
ions and actions on diverse topics combine into a coherent 
worldview, which he himself attempted to demonstrate in 
several collections of his writings. 
The lecture will describe the basic elements of Einstein’s 
worldview, focusing on his quest to reach out beyond his 
personal world and on his attempts to cope with the appa-
rent contradictions between the universal and the particu-
lar, the objective and the subjective. Although the emphasis 
will be on Einstein’s nonscientific activities, it will not be de-
tached from his epistemological thinking in search for basic 
principles of nature and in construction of physical theories.


