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Research-based design by and with teachers 

   
In teacher education, it is one goal to prepare the students for future research activities in schools. 
Often, students see this objective sceptically, because they do not assign value to research-based 
approaches involving teachers as researchers. This lecture aims at showing a design perspective 
that might offer reasons for research-based learning within teacher education, which finds its con-
tinuation in teachers’ individual professionalization and their common efforts to enhance school 
development. 
 
Design research in education refers to an approach with different faces and emphases, usually 
combining purposes of both (scientific) research as well as (practical) design, and often also aim-
ing at enhancing professional development of participants. That triple aim comes convincingly 
into fruition in research-based, collective design activities of groups of teachers in cooperation 
with external researchers. 
 
After a short overview of various types of design research, I will focus in this presentation on re-
search-based curriculum design by teacher design teams (TDTs), discussing the following ques-
tions: why are TDTs promising; what are their characteristics; how do they operate; how do they 
interact with external researchers; what is their potential impact. Looking at teacher education, I 
also will discuss which are useful personal skills and attitudes for such team members to possess 
or develop. 
 
In this presentation I mainly draw on experiences in the Netherlands, but I will also explore how 
this approach could be particularly valuable for enhancing teacher professional learning in Berlin. 
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