


Above: Online courses 
offered by Princeton. Right: 
The GHL’s 2019 world history 
course on edX.
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The GHL’s online classroom brings 
together learners from all over the 
world to learn with and from each 
other. 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
For the better part of a decade, the Global History Lab (GHL) has offered an online, open-access course that invites learners to study the history of the world, together. From the start, the Lab has been committed to the inclusion of the excluded: the course was created and adapted to meet the needs of refugee and migrant learners, over 70 million of whom lack access to higher education. This course not only expands the educational opportunities available to refugee learners, but also understands their voices and narratives as part of global history. The GHL’s global classroom is thus not only a learning medium, but also learning material, as students learn both with and from each other and the vast range of experiences present in the classroom.




Students work together to create narrative 
maps of events in world history.

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
This is because collaboration, conversation, and connection lie at the heart of the Lab’s pedagogical approach. In many classrooms, students learn in parallel, sitting side-by-side but rarely interacting in a way that contributes to their shared knowledge. The GHL inverts this paradigm, bringing together students who may never share a physical classroom through the co-creation of historical understanding.




Learners work on historical case studies in 
small groups, uploading their work to the 
class gallery space.

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Each week, students at each partner site work together to analyze primary sources, building their interpretive and analytical skills as they piece together fragments of the past. They then synthesize their work in a presentation that is uploaded to the class gallery space for their colleagues around the world to view. Because each group works on a different case study, they rely on their counterparts around the world to teach them about other topics and sources. Interdependence is built into the class structure, and students are encouraged to see their peers, near and far, as contributors to the class’s growing reservoir of shared knowledge. The many perspectives that students bring to the classroom, and the narratives they study and create with each other, both enrich learners’ experience in the class and suggest possibilities for global histories that are more polyphonic, dialogic, and decentered.




Above: The course gallery space. Right: 
A case study written by students in 
Athens.



Sample student reports from Princeton and Geneva on 
what they learned from peers in Africa and the Middle East. 



Learners develop skills in oral history, project 
design, and historical analysis as they carry out 
independent research projects.

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
In fact, the Lab’s global history course sparked conversations among graduates and instructors of the course about the narratives and authorial voices that are included in global history: academic historians are predominantly from developed countries in the global north. Realizing that the diversity of the Lab’s classroom was not always reflected in students’ learning materials, in 2019 we launched a second course, History Dialogues. In this course, students receive training in oral history research and project design, which they then put to use carrying out an independent historical research project in their community. Students develop skills in critical inquiry, project design and implementation, and research methods as they make original contributions to historical knowledge, expanding not only our knowledge of the past, but also the range of voices that narrate that past.




Students in Africa and the Middle East share their research 
with each other and staff in Europe and North America





Students in (clockwise from top left) 
Uganda, Kenya, and Jordan with 
members of the GHL teaching staff.



Teams at partner institutions in Athens and Paris.

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
While the Lab’s online history course is open to anyone who would like to enroll, working with partner institutions in this networked model meshes the advantages of online and traditional classrooms. Students benefit from perspectives, insights, and connections of a global classroom, while at the same time benefitting from the small class size, personal attention, and structure of in-person learning. Each additional partnership in the Lab’s growing network multiplies the possibilities for conversation and learning across borders.




Teams at partner institutions in Kigali and Kiryandongo.



Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
When the Lab began seven years ago, it had only a few partnerships with NGOs serving refugees in Africa and the Middle East. Now, the Lab’s global classroom includes students from five institutions in North America, Africa, and Europe: Princeton, Sciences Po in France, Panteion University in Greece, Whitaker Peace and Development Initiative in Uganda, and Kepler in Rwanda. 



Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
The world is crisscrossed with borders, visible and invisible, hard and soft, geographic, ethnic, linguistic. What most of these borders have in common is that they are historically constructed and thus contingent. The world did not need to look the way it does today, and that realization eases the imagining of futures vastly different from the troubled present. The Global History Lab brings together learners from all over the world, from all walks of life, to engage in the collaborative study and understanding of global history, and in that way it is fundamentally about the past. But in the conversations it fosters, the spaces it creates for empathy and solidarity across borders, the ways it reimagines what a classroom can be and what history can do, it is also about the present, and the hope that a more diverse, polyphonic understanding of the past can contribute to a more empathetic, generous future.




Clockwise from top left: Students in 
Kigali; research presentation by 
Aline, a student in Kigali; students in 
Kakuma.



Right: Case studies created 
by refugee learners (several 
of whom are pictured 
above) and shared on the 
course gallery space.



Above: Students share 
their research proposals 
with each other. Right: 
Princeton undergraduates 
and teaching staff learn 
from the final 
presentations of student-
researchers in Kigali.



Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
In March, two more will join: Potsdam University and American University in Iraq, Sulaimani. 
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