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You
I

r Excellency,

write as President of Freie Universitaet Berlin to express grave concern over the death

sentence recently issued to Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a scholar ofdisaster medicine who

for peacefully exercising the right to academic freedom. I respectfully urge you to call on the appropriate authorities to reverse
Dr. Djalali's capital sentence immediately and to ensure his unconditional release.

was arrested in April zo16 in apparent retaliation

I understand from Scholars at Risk (SAR)that while Dr. Djalali wasvisiting lran in April

to participate in a series ofworkshops hosted by universities in Tehran and Shiraz,
authorities arrested him for alleged "collaboration with hostile governments" and "acting against national security." Dr. Djalali was subsequently detained in Evin Prison,
forced to sign a confession relating to crimes against the national security of lra n, and
threatened with the charge of "enmity against God" (moharebeh), which carries the
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death sentence. Since his arrest, Dr. Djalali has been held intermittently in solitary confinement, denied access to a lawyer of his choosing, and allegedly subjected to psychological torture. Despite suffering from medical problems including kidney and heart
pain, Dr. Djalaliwent on a hunger strike in December zo16 to protest his detention; he
has reportedly resumed the strike since learning ofthe conviction and sentencö.

further understand from SAR that on October zr, 2or7, Dr. Djalali was convicted and
sentenced to death on a charge of"corruption on earth" (ißad fil-arz). The charge reportedly relates to allegations that Dr. Djalali had been paid by the lsraeli authorities to spy
on the lranian government. The government has disclosed no evidentiary basis for these
allegations, and Dr. Djalali has disputed them, asserting that his ties to the international
academic community are the bases for his prosecution. According to his wife and ltalian
diplomatic sources, Dr. Djalali has zo days to appeal the sentence.
I

Absent additional information that may explain these events or clarif,/ my understanding,
the conviction and capital sentencing of Dr. Djalali, following reports ofa forced confession and denial ofdue process, suggest a troubling disregard for international standards
of academic freedom, due process, fair trial, and humane treatment of prisoners, as
guaranteed in the Universal Declaration ofHuman Rights and the lnternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which lran is a party.

I therefore respectfully urge you to to intervene, urging the relevant authorities to reverse Dr. Djalali's capital sentence immediately, to ensure his unconditional release from

prison, and to drop all charges against him.

Finally, I would like to point out that Freie Universität Berlin is training right now a
significant number of lranian doctoral students. ln addition, my university has always
welcomed academic delegations and scholars from lran on its campus and is keen to
intensifo the collaboration with lran's renowned universities. However, our very name
"Freie Universität" and our motto "Truth, Justice, Freedom" oblige me to raise my voice
and remind lran of its own obligations underthe treaties mentioned above. lf lran wants
its universities to be acknowledged as equals by its academic peers in the free world, it
has to respect the values of academic freedom.

I appreciate

your attention to this important matter and look forward to your reply.
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