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הקשר  . הקשר עם הטבע הוא לא רקע או תפאורה חולפת 

.קיים ומשמעותי עבורנו בממדים רבים, הזה הוא נוכח

רבים עושים , אפשר לעצום עניים כאילו הוא לא שם

 .זאת

.24/7והוא שם , אך זו רק עצימת עניים

,  בעצב ובשמחה, באהבה ובסלידה, במרחק ובקירבה

 .בחיים ובמוות הוא שם, בערות ובשינה

Over a decade in a professional and personal 
journey in the path of sustainability

21/1/2019, שדרות ירושלים ביפו, מלי נבו

Over a decade I’m 
in a professional 
and personal 
journey in the path 
of sustainability



EAP approach The TAU-FSS Forum 

The Jerusalem Boulevard in 
Jaffa, historic Ficus trees

Personal involvement

The Case Study of  Education for 
Sustainability
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I would like to take you on 
a short journey to a 

multidisciplinary, 
multidimensional space



“The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new 
landscapes, but in having new eyes .”

Marcel Proust 

“Nature is seen by humans through a screen of beliefs, 
knowledge, and purposes, and it is in terms of their images of 
nature, rather than of the actual structure of nature, that they 
act. Yet, it is upon nature itself that they do act, and it is nature 
itself that acts upon them, nurturing or destroying them.”

Roy Rappaport
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The transition toward a sustainable 
world is a major challenge of our time

“The great turning begins with a different view”
Macy & Johnstone (2012, p.229)
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Humans Nature Relations 



The Eco Appreciation Perspective

Nevo, M. (in print). The Eco-Appreciation Perspective – Implementing a Practical Approach in Nature Therapy. In E. Pfeifer & H.-
H. Decker-Voigt (eds.), Natur in Psychotherapie und Künstlerischer Therapie. Theoretische, methodische und praktische Grundlagen
(Vol. 1 & 2). Gießen: Psychosozial-Verlag.Odum, E.P. 1963. Ecology. Holt, Rinehart & Winston N.Y.



Developing 
EAP

Authentic
Eco-Appreciation 

Individual - collectivePlace and time

Person

EAP Model EAP approach

Nevo, M. (in print). The Eco-Appreciation Perspective Model 



An Academic-Community experience  
The Jerusalem Boulevard in 

Jaffa, historic Ficus trees
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Light Rail Lines - Tel Aviv Metropolitan Area

Nevo.M. EfS Workshop III,   UAS Spring Campus Conference,  Freie Universität Berlin, April 2019

• The  light rail is being built in Tel Aviv 

metropolitan area where 44% of Israelis live. 

• NTA is a government company aims to 

construct the project. 

• The light rail is expected to provide half a 

million rides a day

• save millions of working hours

• reduce air and noise pollution and save 

hundreds of thousands of tons of CO2

emissions annually.

Therefore, the need for efficient and 

sustainable public transportation in the most 

crowded area in Israel is vital.



The legacy Ficus trees in Jerusalem 
Boulevard in Jaffa.

Photo by Vered Navon
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Since 2015 residents and environmental groups rallied to 
save the historic Boulevard Ficus trees.

1. Philippe Brandes, an architect and advocacy urban planner, who is 
also a Jaffa resident, joined the effort to save the trees and drafted an 
alternative plan that demonstrated how the trees could be saved 
while the rail construction could continue. 

2. Vered Navon, a photographer who lives in Jaffa, edited a 
photographic book about the historic value of this boulevard.

3. Facebook group called “Save The Trees on Jerusalem Boulevard,”
with more than 500 members, served as a hub for communication as 
well as an online petition to save the trees.

The struggle 
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Philippe Brandes
advocacy urban planner
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Philippe Brandes and Yossi Granovsky
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Vered Navon,
a photographer 
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Photos by Mico Shvarz

The 1940s
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In April 2018 we Tau-FSS joined this effort

האקדמי לחקר מדע הקיימותהפורום 

The TAU Academic Forum for
Sustainability Science (TAFSS)

It was the first time that an academic forum for sustainability science had 
joined a civil protest in order to protect legacy trees in Israel. 

The TAU-FSS Forum 
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Terra incognita

Getting 
attention
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preserved

10/201822/5/2018 15/11/2018

Appreciation
/celebration 

event

(in Jerusalem 
Boulevard in 

Jaffa.)

21/01/2019

Actions time line

Exploration

Integration
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22/5/2018

Community-
Academic 

event
(in Jerusalem 

Boulevard in 

Jaffa.)
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Sigal Schechter
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https://www.israel21c.org/love-wins-the-
day-in-fight-to-preserve- 26-seert-ni-affaj/https://timeout.co.il/%D7%A2%D7

%99%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%A0%D
7%99D%/7% AA%D7%9C-

%D7%90%D7%91%D7%99%D7%

91D%/7% AA%D7%9C-

Backwind, legitimacy, and public pressure
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Academic-
Community

event
in TAU 

University

15/11/2018

“In the transformation between one reality and another there 
are people who choose differently.”
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21/01/2019

Appreciation
/celebration 

event
(in Jerusalem 
Boulevard in 

Jaffa.)

Sigal Schechter and Yosi Granovski
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Personal involvement
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Personal involvement

Since this experience my appreciation of trees
became more tangible.

• The willingness to explore new paths (“The treasures 
of knowledge that exist outside the campus”)

• “Straight into the woods” activities 

• I developed and used new teaching methods, which 
include focusing on human nature relations, 
environmental activism, and the outdoor space as the 
new classroom for sustainability.
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The treasures of knowledge that exist outside the campus

Nevo.M. EfS Workshop III,   UAS Spring Campus Conference,  Freie Universität Berlin, April 2019



“Straight into the woods” activities -Nature-therapy activities with 
women
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Eco Appreciation outdoor/indoor practices with students
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• It takes time to develop this kind of knowledge

• Knowledge develops from the practice of involvement

• This is a complex experience, especially since there are no available 
practices that can be learned from them.

• The challenge is how to combine the knowledge that has been created 
back into academia (teaching and research)

• It has to be ongoing learning

• It requires/leads to new practices of teaching 

• It has to be dynamic constantly changing and growing 

• It has to come from the inside- to internalize and then to externalize

• Willingness to explore uncertainty with “new eyes” 

• Willingness to cooperate/collaborate, to share knowledge and to know 
how to do it

Insights and conclusions 
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Future directions for research and teaching 

We need to enable new ways of thinking, and new ways of 
sharing knowledge.

It is important to develop new teaching methods and to 
incorporate experiential learning into the cultivation of EAP 
and sustainability studies.

Implementing EAP in formal learning programs/ schools

By ongoing learning and sharing we can create the 
potential for a better future.
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“In every walk with Nature one receives far 
more than he seeks.”
John Muir

35

Thank you!
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