“Architecture” is often used metaphorically, to comprehend notions of structure and order within complex
organizations. “The Architecture of Society” subtends
both literal and metaphorical meanings—but it is
mostly the latter that prevail in the use of such a phrase.
Computer scientists currently use “architecture” as
shorthand to describe the complex design problems of
computation in hard and soft versions. A metaphor that
does a great deal of organizational work, “architecture”
has been used in a variety of other fields as well, from
history to literature, to economics, to cognitive science,
to market economics.
This panel seeks to explore the uses of architectural
metaphors as they apply (or do not apply) to the recent
history and historiography of Berlin, a city in which
architectural battles played out with particular vividness
in the last century. If the term “architecture” has been
broadly applied to the study of society, of economics, of
cybernetics, of politics, what specific role did it play in
Berlin in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries? Berlin
was a showcase for imperial, modern, and fascist architecture, and then again for a showdown between East
and West Germany after the war. But how was the city
particularly susceptible to architectural thinking in other
arenas, arenas that were both physical and administrative? What effect did the physical destruction of the city
have on the ways in which architecture could be thought,
and deployed as thought? What might we learn through
a broader examination of the role of architecture in the
history of the city, particularly in relation to the limits of
the metaphor? What is omitted, when such a conceptual
framework is imposed? What pushes back against this
usage—to what might an “anti-architecture [of Berlin]”
amount?
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BERLIN PROGRAM
FOR ADVANCED GERMAN & EUROPEAN STUDIES
Our cooperation with the German Studies Association
(GSA) offers Berlin Program Fellows and Alumni a chance
to present their work at the annual GSA Conference
to an expert audience. Each year, one or more Berlin
Program Panels and Roundtables at the GSA serve as a
site for critical engagement.
Panels and roundtables in recent years have been:
The Visual Arts in Cold War Germany and Beyond (2010)
Being and Becoming a Minority in Germany (2009)
Making the GDR: Constructing a Socialist Society in the
East After 1945 (2008)
For further information visit
www.fu-berlin.de/bprogram
background picture:
Haus des Rundfunks, Masurenallee, Berlin

Claire Zimmerman (Ph.D., CUNY; Berlin Program Fellow
2003–2004) is Assistant Professor of Art History and
Architecture at the University of Michigan. Her research
interests include architecture culture as it interacts
with commerce and industry, and the infrastructures of
globalization that underpinned the spread of modern
architecture throughout the 20th century.
Wallis Miller (Ph.D., Princeton University; Berlin Program
Fellow 1990–1991) is Charles Graves Associate Professor
of Architecture at the University of Kentucky. She studies
architecture‘s relationship with its immediate context
whether local or national; her research focuses on
public reaction to architecture and its theories and the
evolution of various forms of architecture exhibitions in
Germany from the late 18th century to the 1930s.
Erik Ghenoiu (Ph.D., Harvard University; Berlin Program
Fellow 2004–2005) is Visiting Assistant Professor at Pratt
Institute. He works on architecture, design, and urban
planning of the 19th and 20th centuries, with particular
focus on Germany and the United States. He has taught
at Pratt, Parsons, and the University of WisconsinMadison, and is currently involved in founding a new
institute in Berlin.
Clara Oberle (Ph.D., Princeton University; Berlin Program
Fellow 2002–2003) is Assistant Professor of History at
the University of San Diego. Her research has focused
on transitions from war to peace and in particular the
history of immediate postwar Berlin. Her work has led
her to investigate architectural debates, legal policies,
changing family relations, as well as the negotiations
over memory in postwar scenarios. Her current work
examines the interplay between law, welfare, and
memory.

