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HOPE M. HARRISON is an Associate Pro-
fessor of History and International Affairs 
at the George Washington University who  
has worked widely on East/West and united  
Germany; Russian, German, and U.S. for-
eign policy; international history of the 
Cold War; the Caucasus; and the influence  
of history on policy making among other 
fields. She is the recipient of fellowships 
from Fulbright, the Wilson Center, the 
American Academy in Berlin, and the FU’s  
Berlin Program. Her first published work, 
Driving the Soviet up the Wall (2003), was 
awarded the 2004 Marshall Shulman Book  
Prize. In Berlin, she is a member of the 
Förderverein Berliner Mauer, serves on the  
international advisory board of the Allied 
Museum, and is on the board of the Stiftung  
Deutsch-Amerikanische Wissenschafts-
beziehungen and of BlackBox Kalter Krieg, 
Austellung am Checkpoint Charlie.

PAUL NOLTE is Professor of Modern and 
Contemporary History and Director of the 
Dahlem Humanities Center at the Freie 
Universität Berlin. His research interests  
in recent years have centered on transfor-
mations of democracy, on public intellec-
tuals, the historiography in the Federal 
Republic as well as trans atlantic history.  
As a member of program’s Academic Advi-
sory Committee Professor Nolte advises 
fellows and regularly heads the research 
colloquium.

Please note that this event might be photographed, 
filmed, and recorded for use in our public relations.  
By attending, you consent to the possible use of your 
likeness in publicity materials and press coverage.

Published shortly before the 30th anniversary of the fall of 
the Berlin Wall, Hope Harrison explores the complex and 
controversial role of Germany’s most iconic symbol of its 
division during the Cold War. Thirty years after its peaceful 
dismantling, however, the role of the second most important  
cornerstone in Germany’s collective memory after the 
Holocaust remains contested. Based on a wide range of 
archival sources and interviews, Harrison profiles key 
memory activists. With a combination of analytical distance  
and deep empathy, she traces victims, perpetrators, and 
heroes and demonstrates the power and fragility of memory  
politics which can reconcile or divide. Her multipronged 
approach spanning analyses of memorials, anniversaries,  
public ceremonies, as well as films, music, and trials, allows 
her to untangle attitudes and policies in East and West 
Germany with regard to the Wall’s life, sudden death and 
legacy. The dramatic events of November 9—a date with 
great significance in German history—have captivated 
the world over. Harrison investigates how global memory 
has impacted German memory policy and reminds us that  
Germany’s difficult search for a new national narrative  
situated between collective memory, personal recollections,  
and memory policies, continues to be a challenge.

TIME 
Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2019, 4–6 p.m. 
The lecture will be followed  
by a reception 6–7 p.m.

LOCATION 
Berlin Program, FU Berlin 
Ehrenbergstr. 26/28, Room 009

GETTING THERE 
S/U-Bahn: S1 Lichterfelde West 
U-Bahn: U3 Thielplatz
Bus: M11 Ehrenbergstr., M48 or
101 Unter den Eichen/Drakestr.

REGISTRATION: not required

LANGUAGE: English
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“An original mixture of journalistic reporting and scholarly analysis, this will be the
definitive work on the subject of the aftermath of the Wall.”

Konrad H. Jarausch, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, author of
Out of Ashes: A New History of Europe in the Twentieth Century

“Hope Harrison’s superbly informed and often moving study of the Berlin Wall
demonstrates that the issues of whom to honor and punish, how to memorialize,

and how to integrate into the history of German dictatorship, have made its history a
continuing site of political contestation. And, poignantly today, a reminder of the era

when we strove to tear down walls and not to build them.”
Charles S. Maier, Harvard University, author of

Dissolution: The Crisis of Communism and the End of East Germany

“Hope Harrison provides an extraordinary account of an extraordinary event and its
legacies, both factual and political, and it will certainly frame the discussion for the

future. It is a tremendous achievement.”
Jeffrey K. Olick, William R. Kenan Professor of Sociology and History,

University of Virginia

“A riveting and compelling account of Germany’s post-1989 struggle over the history
and memory of the Berlin Wall. Masterfully told with critical distance and yet deep

empathy, Harrison engages the reader in the dramatic contest over the past and future
of the new Germany.”

Christian F. Ostermann, Director, History and Public Policy Program,
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars

“A tour de force, breaking new ground in showing us how German memory activists
turned the focus of national history to the Cold War, and in particular to the Wall, the

dismantling of which embodied the peaceful end of that struggle for freedom.”
Jay Winter, Yale University

HOPE M. H A R R ISON is Associate Professor of
History and International Affairs at the George
Washington University. The recipient of fellowships
from Fulbright, the Wilson Center, and the
American Academy in Berlin, she is the author of
Driving the Soviet up the Wall (2003), which was
awarded the 2004 Marshall Shulman Book Prize
by the American Association for the Advancement
of Slavic Studies, and was also published to wide
acclaim in German translation. She has served
on the National Security Council staff, currently
serves on the board of three institutions in Berlin
connected to the Cold War and the Berlin Wall, and
has appeared on CNN, the History Channel, the
BBC, and Deutschlandradio.

Cover illustration: Germany celebrates the fall of the
Berlin Wall, November 9, 2009. Giant painted styrofoam
dominoes topple along the route of the former Berlin Wall
near the Brandenburg Gate. Getty Images

The history and meaning of the Berlin Wall remain
controversial, even three decades after its fall.
Drawing on an extensive range of archival sources
and interviews, this book profiles key memory
activists who have fought to commemorate the
history of the Berlin Wall and examines their role
in the creation of a new German national narrative.
With victims, perpetrators, and heroes, the Berlin
Wall has joined the Holocaust as an essential part of
German collective memory. Key Wall anniversaries
have become signposts marking German views
of the past, its relevance to the present, and the
complicated project of defining German national
identity. Considering multiple German approaches
to remembering the Wall via memorials, trials,
public ceremonies, films, and music, this revelatory
work also traces how global memory of the Wall
has impacted German memory policy. It depicts
the power and fragility of state-backed memory
projects, and the potential of such projects to
reconcile or divide.
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