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Organisation 
Freie Universität Berlin

German Studies Organisation/ 
Max Kade Foundation 

Ernst-Reuter-Gesellschaft, FU Berlin/Dr. Kerstin Leitner

Academic Level Dissertation Postdoc Dissertation Postdoc

Funded Research Dissertation Resarch Revision of Dissertation and/or new Project Dissertation Research 
Revision of Dissertation and/or new 
Project
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Eligibility: 

Regional Any country other than Germany U.S. citizens
Ph.D. candidates/recent Ph.D.s from Africa and China. Scholars from China‘s central 
provinces (e.g. Gansu, Hubei, Shaanxi) or Southern Africa (e.g. Botswana, Malawi, 
Namibia, South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe) are strongly encouraged to apply

Eligibility: 

Enrollment/

Degrees 

Must be full-time graduate students 
enrolled in a Ph.D. program outside 
Germany

Must have received Ph.D. in the last 
two calendar years from a North 
American university or… 

Must be full-time graduate students 
enrolled in a Ph.D. program in  
the above mentioned countries

Must have received Ph.D. in the last 
two calender years from a university in 
Africa or China or...

Eligibility:  

Academic Standing

Must have ABD when  
fellowship period begins

or… must be in the process of receiving 
their Ph.D. at a North American university 
and will have defended their thesis by the 
time the proposed research in Berlin 
begins

Preferably have ABD status or  
have completed all coursework  
when fellowship period begins

... or must be in the process of receiving 
their Ph.D. and will have defended their 
the-sis by the time the proposed 
research in Berlin begins
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Stipend EUR 1 550 per month EUR 1 800 per month USD 28 000 per fellowship EUR 1 550 per month EUR 1800 per month

Funding Period 10–12 months in 1 continuous funding period 12 months in 1 continuous funding period

Starting Date October 1 or April 1 October 1 October 1 or April 1

Reapplications The number of reapplications for each fellowship category is limited to two

Travel 

Reimbursements
Allowance of EUR 1 200 Included in fellowship Allowance of  EUR 1 200 

Other  

Reimbursements
— Costs for German language classes upon request

Other Benefits GSA complimentary two-year membership

Institutional 

Access at FU Berlin 

Will be enrolled as temporary  

Ph.D. students

Will have access to faculty, library, IT, and other services Will be enrolled as temporary  
Ph.D. students

Will have access to faculty, library, IT, 
and other services

Extensions Possible, but very limited Not possible
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Residency Program Residency in Berlin

Research 

Colloquium
Mandatory participation

Research Project Mandatory presentation once during fellowship

Written Report Mandatory

Language 

Competence
Adequate German language competence necessary for research and participation in research colloquium which is run in German, i.e. B2 to C1 according to CERF

Fellowships Overview

     

Must have received Ph.D. in the last 
two calendar years from a university 
outside Germany

or...must be in the process of receiving 
their Ph.D. from a country outside 
Germany and will have defended their 
thesis by the time the proposed 
research in Berlin begins

https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/de/spr/kon/stu.html



