
 

 

Few moments would seem to better represent the possibilities of “crisis” and “transformation” than the 
current one: global pandemics, war, accelerated climate change, widespread racial and social injustice, 
rising authoritarianism, and more. A closer look, however, reveals almost equally ubiquitous references 
throughout history to crisis as well as to its possibly transformative effects.  

What causes a “crisis”? What roles do narrative and ideological frameworks play in representing, possibly 
even exacerbating, a crisis? How do cultural, historical, political, racial, geographic, sexual, linguistic, 
gendered, or aesthetic perceptions of crisis differ across time and space? How is crisis intertwined with a 
search for renewal, reform, catharsis – and ultimately with transformation? 

The term “crisis,” which came into its own in the late eighteenth century, has been described by some as 
a modern idea, with the “crisis of modernity” sometimes described as a Dauerzustand – a constant, 
ongoing condition. Scholars, journalists, artists, and cultural figures, however, increasingly have sought 
to examine the concept of “crisis” and its history in unique ways, and in greater breadth and depth, in 
order to provide a better understanding of the origins and context of crises and the possibilities for 
concomitant transformations. 

The 2023 Berlin Program Summer Workshop will examine the concepts of “crisis” and “transformation” 
by bringing together established and emerging scholars working on diverse projects at various stages of 
development. The forum values and celebrates interdisciplinary and innovative approaches, as well as 
underrepresented or marginalized voices in established disciplines. Submissions for projects in any stage 
of development are welcome, as are proposals from a wide variety of disciplines, including political 
science, art history, economics, languages and literature, history, sociology, media studies, psychology, 
and cultural studies, among others. 

APPLICATION & DEADLINE: Submit one PDF file containing a 250-word abstract including five key 
words, a two-page c.v., and a 150-word bio by April 10, 2023 to  

bprogramATzedatDOTfu-berlinDOTde 



FORMAT: The workshop is focused on creating dialogue and knowledge across and among disciplines. 
The event which serves as a forum for Berlin Program fellows and alumni invites participation of all other 
interested scholars. In order to give substantial time to exchanges and discussion, papers will be pre-
circulated and participants are asked to read them prior to the workshop. At the workshop, scholars will 
present their work for ten minutes.  

REQUIREMENTS: Presenters are required to submit papers of 15 to 20 pages or an existing publication 
of similar length for circulation by June 20, 2023. There will be no extensions 
Presenters who do not submit their papers on time will not be allowed to present. 

WORKSHOP TIMELINE  

April 10: Application deadline 
Late April: Notification of acceptance/rejection 
May:   Circulation of preliminary program 
June 20:  Final deadline for papers (15–20 pages)  
   Circulation of the papers 
July 5-6 : Summer Workshop 

LOGISTICS 

● WORKSHOP VENUE is the Freie Universität Berlin, Ehrenbergstr. 26/28, 14195 Berlin-Dahlem.  
If an on-campus event is not possible at all, we will go online. 

● WORKSHOP LANGUAGE is English. 
● FEES: Participation in the workshop is free of charge. 
● COFFEE BREAKS & LUNCH will be provided and served at the venue. 
● TRAVEL & ACCOMMODATION: Participants are responsible for organizing and paying for their 

travel and accommodation. We encourage participants to seek funding from their home 
institutions or alternative sources to cover these costs. Detailed information on logistical matters 
(hotels, public transport, etc.) will be provided to the participants with the acceptance notification. 

●  The annual GSA Distinguished Lecture may again be delivered in combination with our workshop. 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE  

● Dr. Deborah Barton | Université de Montréal 
● Dr. Jeremy DeWaal | University of Exeter 
● Karin Goihl | Freie Universität Berlin, Berlin Program 
● Dr. Thomas O. Haakenson | California College of the Arts 
● Dr. Carol Hager | Bryn Mawr College 

The Berlin Program for Advanced German and European Studies promotes scholars in the humanities 
and the social sciences working on dissertation or postdoctoral research projects on Germany and/or 
Europe. In close cooperation with our North American partner and co-sponsor, the German Studies 
Association, we offer four different fellowships. With the summer workshop and other events we seek to 
provide opportunities to engage with timely topics and strengthen ties between the program and scholars 
working in these fields. www.fu-berlin.de/bprogram 
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