
1

N
E

W
SL

E
T

T
E

R
 I

N
T

E
R

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L

LE
TT

ER

N
E

W
SL

E
T

T
E

R
 I

N
T

E
R

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
CURRENT TOPICS  ...................................................
Dear colleagues,

We would like to begin this year by giving you an overview of 
current topics and funding opportunities from the thematic area 
of Global Responsibility (with upcoming events and calls for 
applications listed further below).
As we reflect on Freie Universität’s activities in the area of Global 
Responsibility throughout 2022, it is clear that the year was 
defined by two overarching topics: providing support to refugee 
and at-risk students and researchers, and engaging in a critical 
dialogue with our international partners. With a view to continu-
ing our success into 2023, here are our main achievements and 
updates from last year:
• After breaking off institutional relations with Russia, Freie 

Universität moved its liaison office to Tbilisi, Georgia. This 
is already proving to be a good strategic move, as Tbilisi is 
in the process of establishing itself as a hub for scholars 
whose work focuses on highly relevant issues like academic 
freedom. The Tbilisi office was officially opened in Decem-
ber. If you would like to learn more about the background to 
the decision and our future plans in the region, you can read 
an interview with the director of the liaison office, Tobias 
Stüdemann, here.

• The International Affairs division increased the number of 
grants available for visiting scholars as a result of the war in 
Ukraine. This allowed us to support over fifty scientists with 
emergency grants in 2022. The Friedrich Meinecke Institute 
raised additional funds and also awarded remote scholars-
hips, which are now proving particularly helpful in the cur-
rent situation to expand academic cooperation with Ukraine. 
We outlined our accomplishments in a recent webinar held 
by the European University Association. 

• 115 refugees are currently preparing to resume their studies 
by taking part in language courses arranged by ERG Univer-
sitätsservice GmbH. Most of them come from Ukraine and 
had to interrupt their studies due to the war. Many of them 
were international students who were in the country at the 
time of the invasion. Freie Universität organizes the langu-
age courses with funding from the Berlin Senate and the 
DAAD. The funds were also used to create additional course 
places at the Studienkolleg.

• Seven scholars, including four former fellows of the 
Academy in Exile, will receive funding from the Einstein 
Foundation for the next two years as part of the Academic 
Freedom Program. As such, they will also be able to conti-
nue their work at Freie Universität. 

• Thanks to the support of Freie Universität, the nationwi-
de mentoring network Academics in Solidarity for at-risk 
and refugee scientists, which was previously funded by the 
BMBF, can continue. It now has over 240 members. In the 
fall, two additional workshops on the conception of research 
proposals and non-university career paths for Ukrainian 
scientists took place in Berlin. 

• According to the Scholars at Risk network’s 2022 Free to 

Think report, academic freedom is significantly under threat 
around the world. Freie Universität’s Executive Board laid 
out its principles concerning its commitment to protec-
ting and defending academic freedom while maintaining 
international partnerships in its “Internationalization and 
Academic Freedom” strategy paper. It has now further con-
cretized its strategy by agreeing on an emergency plan for 
Freie Universität employees and a risk analysis for externally 
funded projects, thus laying the foundation for a broad 
university-wide discussion of the topic.  

• Alongside the ongoing crises in Afghanistan and Ukraine, 
one of our primary areas of focus at the end of the year was 
Iran. Freie Universität stands in solidarity with the protesters 
in Iran and condemns the violence inflicted on students and 
professors by state forces. The university participated in an 
international “Campus Rally for Iran” and hosted a discus-
sion on academic freedom in a Twitter Space on November 
30. 

• The project “A Network for Diplomatic Resilience at the 
Berlin University Alliance,” submitted by the Berlin Center 
for Global Engagement, is a pioneering project funded by 
the Volkswagen Foundation. Over the next three years, the 
four partners of the Berlin University Alliance would like to 
use this framework to document and realign their interac-
tions with international partners in crisis situations and, by 
doing so, lay the groundwork for a responsible cooperative 
university foreign policy. Academic freedom is also the focus 
of the signature project Co2libri, which is funded by the 
Berlin Center for Global Engagement. 

Self-Directed Learning Modules to Promote Intercultural Skills 
among University Staff
The Center for Continuing Education now offers access to self-di-
rected learning modules that were developed in cooperation with 
international partner institutions as part of the European project 
TICKET. The online training program supports academic and 
research support staff in developing their intercultural skills. You 
can access the training program online. The project manual can 
be downloaded here.

FUBiS – New Summer Program 2023
The Freie Universität Berlin International Summer and Winter 
University has released its program for Term II and Term III 2023. 
Term II runs from June 3 to July 15, 2023, and Term III runs from 
July 22 to August 19, 2023. 

FUB-ContinuEd – New Online Certificate Courses – Registration 
Open for Spring Courses
The courses offered via Freie Universität Berlin’s international 
continuing education program FUB-ContinuEd in spring 2023 
are now available to book online. Alumni of Freie Universität 
Berlin who want to book an online course this spring can save 
75.00 euros.
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https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/featured-stories/campus/2022/interview-stuedemann-tbilisi/index.html
https://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/fmi/ukraine/index.html
https://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/fmi/ukraine/index.html
https://eua.eu/events/253-offering-remote-fellowships-for-at-risk-researchers.html
https://www.einsteinfoundation.de/en/programmes/academic-freedom/
https://www.einsteinfoundation.de/en/programmes/academic-freedom/
https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/sites/academicsinsolidarity/
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/free-to-think-reports/
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/free-to-think-reports/
https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/international/profile/university-culture-and-global-commitment/Strategy-Paper_Internationalization-and-Academic-Freedom.pdf
https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/international/profile/university-culture-and-global-commitment/Strategy-Paper_Internationalization-and-Academic-Freedom.pdf
https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/presse/informationen/fup/2022/fup_22_223-iran-solidaritaet/index.html
https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/presse/informationen/fup/2022/fup_22_223-iran-solidaritaet/index.html
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/international/bcge/project-list-2020/index.html
http://www.interculturalticket.eu
https://edin.ac/3TM341A
http://www.fubis.org
https://www.continued.fu-berlin.de/index.html
https://www.continued.fu-berlin.de/news/Discount-on-Online-Courses-for-FUB-Alumni.html
https://www.continued.fu-berlin.de/news/Discount-on-Online-Courses-for-FUB-Alumni.html
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DATES  .................................................................

Places Still Available for Training Stays at Partner Universities 
around the World via Erasmus+
Deadline: January 29, 2023
Training stays at international partner universities of Freie Uni-
versität are a good opportunity to get a fresh perspective on your 
line of work, allowing you to find new inspiration and ideas, 
strengthen your skills, and expand your professional network. 
There are still places available in eleven countries at a total of 
twenty-two partner universities for stays outside of the EU/
Europe. 

  Further information

Places Still Available for Teaching Stays at Partner Universities 
around the World via Erasmus+ 
Deadline: January 29, 2023
Teaching stays at international partner universities of Freie Uni-
versität are a good opportunity to contribute to teaching on site, 
collaborate with teachers in the same subject area, and exchange 
ideas about teaching content and methods. Applications are 
open to all Freie Universität employees who teach, including 
emeritus and retired professors, lecturers, and doctoral candida-
tes with employment contracts. There are still places available in 
eleven countries at a total of twenty-two partner universities for 
stays outside of the EU/Europe. 
 
  Further information

Funding for Research Projects between Freie Universität Berlin 
and Researchers from São Paulo: SPRINT
Deadline: January 30, 2023
Freie Universität Berlin, together with FAPESP (Fundação de 
Amparo à Pesquisa do Estado de São Paulo), has issued a call for 
proposals through the “SPRINT” program. The program offers 
researchers from the Freie Universität Berlin the opportunity to 

work with researchers from universities or institutions in the sta-
te of São Paulo on a research project, which should subsequently 
be submitted to FAPESP as well as a corresponding funding 
organization in Germany. 

  Further information

Erasmus+ Call for Applications 2023
Deadlines: 
Jean Monnet Actions: February 14, 2023 
Erasmus Mundus Actions; Capacity Building Projects: February 
16, 2023 
Forward-Looking Projects: March 15, 2023 
Cooperation Projects: March 22, 2023 
Alliances for Innovation: May 3, 2023

The EU Commission has published the new Erasmus+ Call for 
2023. Applications for Jean Monnet Actions, Erasmus Mundus 
Actions, Capacity Building Projects, Forward-Looking Projects, 
and Alliances for Innovation can be submitted here.
Applications for Cooperation Projects can be submitted via the 
NA DAAD. The contact person at Freie Universität Berlin is Dr. 
Benjamin Langer.

  Further information

Eleventh International Staff Training Week at Freie Universität 
Berlin: June 26–30, 2023
Deadline: February 20, 2023
Five interactive professional programs in science management 
at Freie Universität Berlin for colleagues from international 
partner universities. 

  Further information

CURRENT CALLS .................................................

Berlin University Alliance – Kick Off Your Doctorate Retreat
March 13–15, 2023 (in German)
March 15–17, 2023 (in English)
Retreat for doctoral candidates from all disciplines at Humboldt-Universität, Freie Universität, Technische Universität Berlin, and 
Charité (before beginning or in the first six months of their doctoral studies). The aim of the retreat is to prepare participants for 
their upcoming doctoral studies and to introduce them to relevant institutions and contacts. Participation is free of charge. Regist-
ration and further information can be found at: 

  Further information

Published by Division IV: In-
ter-natio-nal Affairs as an internal 
information service for members 
of FreieUniversität Berlin. Current 
up-datesare available at www.fu-ber-
lin.de/en/international. You 

can reach us at news@internati-
onal.fu-berlin.de.To subscribe to 
this newsletter or tomanage your 
subscription, please click here.  

 Further information

https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/international/faculty-staff/mobility-staff/index.html
https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/international/faculty-staff/mobility-researchers-out/index.html
https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/presse/informationen/fup/2022/fup_22_233-sao-paulo-forschung/index.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/erasmus2027
https://eu.daad.de/infos-fuer-hochschulen/programmlinien/foerderung-von-hochschulkooperationen/de/
https://eu.daad.de/infos-fuer-hochschulen/programmlinien/foerderung-von-hochschulkooperationen/de/
https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/international/faculty-staff/mobility-staff/staff-week/International-Week-2023/index.html
https://www.fu-berlin.de/international/news-events/meldungen/2020-humboldt-award-lehmann/index.html
https://www.humboldt-graduate-school.de/en/services-en/bua-retreat
https://lists.fu-berlin.de/listinfo/NewsletterInternationales

